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PREFACE. 



In presenting this little volume to public 
notice, I have decided, by the advice of 
those I respect, to withdraw from the shel- 
ter of anonymous publication ; and this I 
do, not from any expectations that a name 
so unimportant as that which is affixed to 
this work, can be, in any degree, influen- 
tial towards its success ; but because it best 
accords with the opinions expressed in it, 
thus publicly to attest them to be my real 
opinions. 

To those who have honoured my former 
works with approbation, and with a patron- 
age which makes me fearfully responsible 
for the power they have themselves com- 
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mitted to me, I fear I can no longer hope 
to be acceptable. 

The different view I have taken of things 
since first I had the gratification (and a 
very high gratification it was) to please 
them, compels me to abandon that line of 
composition which first engaged their fa- 
vourable notice. 

I once, indeed, had hopes that the great 
subject of religion might have been suc- 
cessfully interwoven into those works of 
imagination which it was very pleasing to 
me to write ; but I perceive that it cannot 
be. 

I have spoken more fully upon this point, 
in the first chapter of this work ; and I trust 
that what is there advanced will be satis- 
factory to the many esteemed friends, who 
are of opinion, that I might usefully address 
the mind in a more amusing manner than 
that which I now adopt. 
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It is possible that I might have con- 
trived to have many more readers^ and 
perhaps, admirers ; and had fame and 
profit been the ends I proposed to myself, 
I should certainly not have pursued them 
by my present means. But I pretend not to 
undervalue either fame or profit ; for both, 
in proper subordination, may be very al- 
lowable incitements to action. 

But objects are small or great according 
to the point of view in which they are 
seen ; and those who gaze upon worldly 
advantages through the medium of scrip- 
tural truths are alone certain of estimating 
them at their real value. Thus beheld, 
they appear, not only as they now are, 
but, which is infinitely more important, 
just as they will continue to be, in the final 
result of all things. 

Then, to muse upon the remembrance of 
popular applause, will be indeed to '^foed 
on ashes ;" but t/ien to be enriched with the 
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recoDectioii of haTing been nsefiil lo one 
immortal soul in toadung and awakening 
it to the Gonsideratioa otiis etnmal inte- 
lestSywinbetopartakeof a pleasnie, whieh 
may be nmnbered with those that are '' at 
the ri^t hand" of Omnipoteoce, and 
which are . ^ incomq>tible, nndefiled, and 
that fiide not away !" 
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4 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

you represent would think, speak, and act. 
Nothing less than excellence can be accepted 
on this point ; there is no mediocrity permitted 
tn addresses to the passions, and if you fail 
here, you had better apply your talents to any 
pursuit than to the composition of works, which 
ground their chief hopes of acceptance upon 
their capacity of engaging and interesting the 
affections. 

But supposing that your gifts are such as to 
render you eminently skilful in your appeal to 
the feelings, and that it is as natural for you to 
be eloquent and impassioned, as it is for many 
others to be dry and uninteresting ; your suc- 
cess with your reader is in this case, perhaps, 
certain, but it will be bought in a greater or 
less degree at the price of your own mental 
health. 

It is assumed that you area person deeply 
impressed with religious truth — you would be 
otherwise unqualified to .exhibit it to others. 
Have you, then, to learn the imminent hazard 
which waits upon indulged emotion ? Is your 
progress in that knowledge, which the pure 
|«aching of God's holy Word and Spirit gives. 
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SO slight, that you suspect not some of the 
most dangerous of your foes in the beautiful 
disguise that impassioned feelings are so prone 
to wear ? " He that striveth for the mastery 
is temperate in all things" — temperate in his 
earthly hopes, and in his earthly sorrows. 
But you that write to the passions, can never 
be temperate. They dwell in an atmosphere 
whose horizon is bounded by tempestuous 
clouds — their exercise is in a storm — and he 
that approaches them, comes to. the brink of a 
volcano, round which he may steal as cau- 
tiously as he will, but there is neither safety nor 
repose within its precincts. 

Such are some of the latent, but not the 
least formidable evils of your undertaking. 
Those of a more apparent and palpable kind 
you may, perhaps, from inability, as well as 
inclination, escape. It mayj)e that, to your 
other qualifications, you do not add a very 
fine and rapid perception of such minute pecu- 
liarities as shade and distinguish the character 
of different individuals. But if you should 
possess this faculty of discernment and deli- 
cate discrimination, the dangers of your em- 
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6 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

ployment will be greatly multiplied. It would 
neither be advisable nor probable, that you 
should permit this faculty to lie dormant; but 
very little consideration will suffice to shew you 
the hazard of exercising it, without violating 
that -.tenderness towards your, fellow-creatures, 
which,, being- a follower of Him who was all 
tenderness, you would doubtless respect it as 
your duty to evince. It is extremely difficult 
for an acute observer of human nature to pre- 
serve himself from' becoming more or less of a 
satirist ; and in your delineations of character 
you mil find it vain to attempt to ** lay the 
flattering unction to your soul," that you 
have selected no particular individual for your 
subject. Probably you have not been so 
pointed as to deserve reprehension for having 
caused the blush of consciousness upon any 
face. But before, you can generalize your 
observations, you must cull them from particu- 
lar characters, — ^and to wander amongst the 
disordered wastes of the heart to gather mate- 
rials for thinking, is commonly to familiarize 
ourselves with much which Christian charity 
would wish to overlook, and Christian tender- 
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ness to hide. The province of the skilful 
analyBt of human nature, is much like that of 
the expert anatomist ; the work of both is emi- 
nently useful ; but as a kind and compassionate 
man would prefer any occupation to that which 
exposes him to endless disgust, or callous in- 
sensibility, so would the votary of Religion ^hiin, 
rather than seek, an intimate acquaintance with 
any heart except his own. For the important 
and requisite purpose of self-examination, and 
as a means of exciting him to humility, he has 
within his own bosom a subject always at hand; 
and with that single specimen his business lies. 
There he cannot be too scrutinizing, or too 
severe ; and there he will meet with ample ma- 
terials for study, for caution, for guidance, and 
for improvement ; but with his erring fellow-*- 
mortals he has rather to overlook than to search ; 
and instead of pausing to dwell upon their 
errors, he is glad to pass by them as carelessly 
and as hastily as he can. The sincere, but keen 
and penetrating Christian, finds no effort more 
difficult than this. There is a triumph always 
attending the discovery of truth ; and truths of 
the kind we are considering address a most pe- 
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8 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

culiar sort of flattery to the fine and subtle dis- 
cerament which has detected them. In the 
fields of science and the arts, the reward of dis- 
covery is a calm and dignified sentiment of 
self-approbation, the just meed of patient dili- 
gence and research, with which the mind rests 
duly and properly satisfied, even if every other 
species of approval were withheld. But it is not 
so with the student of human nature. In pro- 
portion as the result of his remarks is just and 
delicate, it is likely to be removed from the pro- 
per appreciation of the multitude ; and exactly 
in the degree in which he conceives it is not 
rightly understood or estimated, he gives way 
to dissatisfaction and disgust. Nor has he, 
like the scientific student, any appeal from this 
uneasy state of feeling to matters of fact. He 
may analyse with perfect precision the most 
apparently dark and obscure portions of charac- 
ter ; but his merit has every chance of being 
overlooked, from the very delicacy and skill that 
attends it. 

It would require a greater share of benevo- 
lence than is usually found to accompany such 
qualifications, to preserve the mind thus dis- 
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appointed in its expectations of success, from 
becoming morose and misanthropic; and not 
to incur so dangerous a hazard, a Christian 
writer would devote hi& talents to almost any 
other pursuit, than that which must build some 
of its claims to merit upon the faithful delinea- 
tion of human frailties. But there is still 
another view of the subject, on which an author 
of this class would do well to pause with deep 
deliberation. 

No species of writing is so popular as ficti- 
tious writing. Other works are usually ad- 
dressed to a particular circle ; but this is 
acceptable to all ranks and conditions. Its 
exhibitions being addressed chiefly to the feeU 
ings, the result of its appearance is usually 
rapid and extreme. It is generally distin* 
guished by complete success, or absolute failure* 
The anticipation of consequences so prompt 
and decisive, must create a feverish excitement^ 
but ill according with that calm serenity of 
mind, which religion enjoins, and which is, in 
fact, the testimony of its presence in the soul. 

A popular writer in this department of lite- 
rature, is also, in general^ a particular favorite 
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Willi the public ; there i& a connection between 
. him and . his reader, which resembles a tie of 
affinity.. He is a sort of friend of the family, 
and by his successful address to the affections, 
weaves for himself fresh links in the chain 
-which,, perhaps, already too finniy binds him 
the prisoner of earth* How difficult it is to 
turn from the approbation which such pleasing 
testim<xiy manifests, many persons must have 
experienced ; and so subtle are the workings of 
the heart, that, to maintain and secure the po- 
pularity thus bestowed, may often be the un- 
detected but principal inducement to continue 
a pursuit, which other, and far noblier motives, 
are believed to prompt and sanctify. 

We have now touched upon some of the most 
senous disadvantages which attend the case ; 
there is yet another of an inferior kind, which, 
as appealing more to the pride than the prin- 
ciple of a writer, we would only briefly notice. 

This is the certainty of being considered, 
and criticised, and classed with the mere novelist. 
Whatever be the themes that exercise the pen 
of the fictitious writer, they are sure of being 
brought down to this level; because every 
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reader of every description considers himself a 
competent judge of the merits of a novel. This, 
of itself presents a very important objection to 
the introduction of so sublime a subject as Reli- 
gion, in such a form as invites the notice of 
many who look at it only to condemn. We 
have a command from the highest authority, 
to be cautious how we dispose of that which is 
holy* ; and it is a monition which it is well to 
remember, and, acting upon it, to avoid bring- 
ing the most sacred and important of subjects 
under the consideration of those, who, in the 
execution of their office as critics, conceive 
themselves bound to remark upon it, and, as 
the usual resort of ignorance, shield themselves 
invariably in censure, and thus endeavour to 
disparage that, of which their usual occupa- 
tions and habits render it impossible they should 
know any thing beyond the name. Religion 
should be discussed religiously. In coming 
forth to the world in the disguise of fiction, it 
steals as a spy into the enemy's camp, and is 



* ** Give not that which is holy unto the dogs; neither 
cast ye your pearls before swine." Matt vii. 6. 
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12 RKLIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

certain of meeting with punishment. In taking 
its own form, it solicits only the notice of friends, 
whose reproofs are just, and whose counsels are 
faithful. 
To the reader of such works, the disadvantages 
principally consist in the disrelish they produce 
for others of a more abstruse and uninteresting 
kind, and in the imminent hazard which is thus 
induced, that truth will cease to please, unless 
when presented in a holiday suit, ready prepared 
for acceptance, and demanding no effort either 
of search or study. And here we do not dwell, 
as perhaps we might, upon the probable chance, 
in most cases, of the truths inculcated in fic- 
titious works, being totally passed by, and the 
narrative, which was employed but as the vehi- 
cle for conveying those truths, proving the only 
object of the reader*s attention. Besides this 
risk, it is reasonable to dread the rapid and im- 
perceptible descent for which these writings 
pave the way. The gratified reader of them 
would prefer, no doubt, to obtain them always 
of the highest and most useful description ; but 
these not presenting themselves, his restless 
imagination becomei; less choice in its viands ; 
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and from one step to another is not unlikely to 
be confirmed in the most pernicious of all habits 
— the reading merely for amusement. The 
whole experience of life tends to prove, that 
nothing valuable can be acquired without toil 
and difficulty. We do not slide into becoming 
eminent in any thing ; much less into becoming 
eminent in goodness. The acquisition of truth 
is of all other acquisitions the most desirable ; 
and whilst we admit that many lighter efforts 
of the pen have aided the advancement of mo- 
rality and religion, we must still reserve for 
works of a professedly serious and meditative 
character, the merit of exciting that study, and 
those efforts of diligent and patient thought, 
which alone can be crowned with genuine and 
lasting results. 



CHAPTER II. 



ON NATURAL AND REVEALED RELIGION. 



** Ye worship ye know not what; we know what we 
worship." JoBN iv. 22. 

To a contemplative mind, there is no subject 
so stupendous, or so sublime, as the study of 
the wonderful works of cireation. 

The calm and beautiful constancy with which 
they are carried on, the unerring certainty which 
accompanies their operations, and the unvary- 
ing steadiness with which they proceed by the 
simplest means to the most iniportant end, be- 
speak a Power at woik around us — a Power, 
from which, indeed, '* no speech or language" 
comes; but yet such marks of deep intelli- 
gence,— such traces of visible design and con- 
trivance, — such infallible tokens of unceasing 
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watchfulness, that in the very silence which 
accompaniea this testimony, the thoughtful 
mind acknowledges that '^ a voice is heard." 

But, vast as is the multitude of human be^ 
ings whom God has endowed with senses to 
delight in, and faculties to meditate upon *^ His 
handy work," how few there are amongst us 
who pause to think, or whose giddy race through 
Jife is ever arrested by serious meditations upon 
the miracles amidst which we live, and move, 
and have our being% We are clothed — ^we are 
fed — ^the functions of existence proceed in their 
course, and but little solicitude prevails to in- 
quire who it is that guards and maintains our 
interests so faithfully, and so well ; it seems 
but of small import to the greater part of ra- 
tional beings, who regulates the ceaseless motion 
of each throbbing pulse, and makes the vital 
breath they draw, so easy and so unperceived. 

Yet there are, here and there, speculators, 
and observers, who turn upon the wonders of 
creation a more attentive, and a more inquiring 
survey ; and who fail not, from such observa- 
tion, to declare the certainty that there is a 
powerful, mysterious, silent, but ever-active, 
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€ver-present Spirit, pervading and governing 
the universe. 

But the perplexity which harasses the mind 
in pondering upon this inference, is extreme. 
The Psalmist appears to have strongly experi- 
enced it. ** Such knowledge/* he says, " is 
too wonderful for me ; I cannot attain unto it.'^ 
Unassisted reason, indeed, cannot attain unto 
it, although it catches with eagerness at every 
supposition ; now delighted to mark in the hap- 
piness it contemplates, indications of the mercy 
and goodness of God, providing for the felicity 
of His meanest creatures; and now appalled 
with ^ghts of misery, which cause the heart to 
shrink with terror, and to tremble with fearful 
conceptions of what may be the attributes of a 
Being, whose operations are so various, and so 
incomprehensible. 

To day, perhaps, the man of speculation 
wanders forth, to muse upon the marvels that 
surround him ; and nothing meets his senses, 
but such loveliness of sight, and sound, such a 
rich provision of enjoyment, that his heart be. 
comes almost oppressed with the intensity of 
its own deep feelings, and he involuntarily pays 
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his tribute to the Author of so much bliss, in 
the language of praise and adoration. He 
perceives that it is not merely for the use and 
comfort of His creatures, that their bountiful 
Creator has provided ; but that the promotion 
of their pleasure formed a principal feature in 
His gracious designs. What a redundancy of 
beauty in the simplest wild flower ! — What an 
exuberance of happiness in the young of every 
species ! — What an overflow of existence ! It is 
not enough that they live — their consciousness 
of life is a source of the most exquisite joy. 

" Man must be born for happiness !" our spe- 
culator will exclaim. *^ These emanations of 
Divine Intelligence and Goodness, which gleam 
upon me from every side, indicate that I too 
am formed for the enjoyment of complete feli- 
city. The very rapture with which I behold 
these operations of the invisible but ever-present 
Deity, bespeak my destiny; it is to worship 
and serve him here ; to exercise the reason He 
has given me in such acts of virtue as that rea- 
son approves of, and suggests, and then, as 
faithfully and securely as he has guarded my 
interests in this world, He will remove me nearer 
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to Himself, with enlarged capacities to under- 
stand, and to hold more intimate communion 
with Him. At present my part is easy to per- 
form. I behold His agency in all I look upon. 
I see it without-^I feel it within me — I feel 
that He is about my path, and about my bed, 
and that His hand upholds me wheresoever I 
go. It is delightful to confide in a Being, 
whose tender care of every thing He has cre- 
ated, testifies His benevolence and mercy 1" 

It is indeed delightful to rest upon the 
strength of Omnipotence, when confidence is 
built upon certainty ; but grateful to the feel- 
ings as these upliftings of natural devotion may 
seem, are they durable? — can we reasonably 
expect them to experience no variation, when 
life is contemplated in anotlier point of view, 
and when it presents to observation a very dif- 
ferent aspect ? — for the countenance it some- 
times turns upon us, has features of a very dark 
and gloomy character* Let us ask the advo- 
cate for natural religion, to contemplate the 
fierce passions of disordered humanity roused 
to action — " Go," would we say to him — " go 
round the dreadful field of battle. — Look upon 
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the dead and dying — hear the deep groans they 
utter — see the carnage that surrounds them- 
view the poor senseless brutes that served them, 
butchered by their side — gaze upon the tram- 
pled earth, and its good fruits laid waste — 
watch the himd of plunder on the corpse not 
yet quite cold-^nd tell us is this good, and is 
it ri^t r 

Perhaps he will reply, that this is an extra- 
ordinary not an ordinary view of human cir- 
cumstances. ** War," he will say, ** is not 
continually spreading devastation round us — 
the usual condition of our towns and villages is 
flourishing and tranquil." 

" The surface may indeed appear untrou- 
bled," we reply, " but we desire that yoii 
should penetrate beyond the surface. Few 
things are rightly estimated which are judged 
of only by appearance. Walk with us, then, 
to the abodes of sickness, poverty, and death. 
Consider in its variety of hideous aspect, the 
vast problem of existing evil. See the virtu- 
ous man oppressed with want and suffering — 
the wicked rioting in health and wealth. The 
infant of a day, the child perhaps of many 
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prayers, given but to be snatched away — or 
given diseased, deformed, and full of misery. 
The fond expectations of the young, or those 
nearly completed of the middle-aged — or those 
attained and rested on, as the only prop and 
safeguard of the old, — whatever be the che- 
rished hope of life, you need not wander far, in 
order to behold it disappointed, and dashed to 
the ground." 

It is in vain to attempt the solution of these 
strange but stubborn facts, by any arguments 
which the light of unaided reason affords. It 
is equally vain to palliate them. The world, 
with all its loveliness, is full of sorrow, full of 
evil. There is no evading it-»it meets us at 
every turn. There is no explaining it — it 
passes the line to which our finite faculties 
extend. But are we compelled to sit down 
amidst these perplexities, unsatisfied and un- 
convinced, and yielding to every successive 
probability to which contradictions are calcu- 
lated to give birth ? or shall we not rather seek 
such a clue to them as may induce us to ac- 
quiesce in, if we cannot reconcile the seeming 
contrarieties that surround us ? There must 
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be such a clue — no mystery would be so in- 
explicable, as that the Author of our being 
should have placed us in circumstances so 
various and so strange, without imparting some 
light, to enable us in a measure to discern the 
purport of them. 

Accordingly we find there is a record which 
contains the solution of the most important of 
our difficulties, and which affords to our igno- 
rance the information, and to our helplessness 
the strength, it requires. 

In this record we are addressed as sinners ; 
and it is only in contemplating ourselves as sin- 
ners that we can in any degree understand our 
destiny. The very first pages of the Inspired 
Writings contain an account of a transaction, 
in which, by the violation of certain conditions 
imposed upon him, man became rebellious to 
his Maker's will, and revolting from the obe- 
dience he owed to his natural and lawful Sove- 
reign, made liimself the servant of another 
master, whose work is sin, and whose recom- 
pence is death. From that sad moment he 
became adverse to all spiritual goodness. The 
voice of God was heard no more with tender 
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adoration ; that sacred intercourse, that divine 
communion, which formed a holy link between 
the creature and his Creator, subsisted no more. 
The perverted will, no longer capable of per- 
ceiving, or at liberty to choose its best and 
chiefest good, devoted itself to the pursuit of 
error, the most fatal of all error?) that of walk- 
ing, in the ways of a darken^ and corrupted 
imagination, and following the^ devices of a de- 
ceived heart. He that was m^de at first but 
'' a little lower than the angels," and who was 
*^ formed to have dominion over the works of 
his Maker's hands,*' he, whom God " had made 
upright," and consequently happy ; he it was 
who, in falling from his innooence, ^' sought 
out many invention?." Fatal devices! as weak 
as they were vain ; incapably of furnishing the 
ruined creature with any power to stem the 
torrent of evil, which his disobecUence had 
caused to overflow the earth. ^^ By one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon, all men, for that all 
have sinned." In Adam our representative, we 
all sinned; and by his transgression we aU 
suffer. .Such appears to be the Scripture ac- 
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count of that confusion in the world, which ever 
and anon perplexes and confounds the na- 
tural reasoner; and clearly may we perceive 
how the character of all terrestrial things illus- 
trates its pure and simple statements. We see 
it not only in scenes of woe» but in the subju- 
gation of every moral. faculty of man. Can we 
fail to remark how luxuriantly evil grows and 
sprouts within him ? — ^how easily, as by a natu- 
ral bias, he falls into sin, igid how it coalesces 
with his will. Then let us observe the slow 
and painful process by which virtuous prin- 
ciples are implanted in his mind, and the 
strong resistance they encounter. Look how 
the shackled will, encumbered with the chains 
of passion — look how tenaciously it clasps its 
fetters. See how it loves its piison-house of 
death. Look at the licentious votary of plea- 
sure;, look at the drunkard ; look at the gam- 
bler ; look 2X the poor decrepid miser ; look at 
restless vanity fighting, with old age and death, 
as though they w^re evils which ppposition 
could subdue. Would you speak to ^ them of 
better things ; . would you tell th^m of the 
countless thousands who .have indulged, and 
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lived to lament the same infatuation to which 
they are now the slaves and victims ; would 
you bid them think upon a dying hour ; that 
hour which has urged millions to call aloud 
upon the God they never heretofore regarded, 
and caused them to ask for one day, one hour, 
one moment more for penitence and prayer — 
tell the vast multitude of living, thinking, act- 
ing human beings this, and will you gain a 
hearing ; or if you do, will what you say pro- 
duce the end you wish ? Will they forget their 
idols and their vanities? Will the subdued 
and contrite heart melt at your touch, and take 
the strong impression you desire ? Alas ! they 
want not your monitions ! They need not to be 
told that the end of the things to which they 
give themselves, is death. They feel them pe- 
rish in the using. They see to what they con- 
duct ; they behold the very grave which is to 
close upon them ; and cling to them the closer 
for the sight. The veil, the fatal veil which 
Adam's sin has wrapt around their hearts, with- 
holds them from the sight of God and truth, 
and thus, after all the materials that reason or 
observation supply, towards the solution of that 
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vast problem which . the existence of evil pxe- 
sents, the sum and substance of the whole 
matter appears to lie in our having virtually said 
unto God, '' depart from us, for we desire not 
the knowledge of thy ways ; what is the AW 
mighty that we should serve him ? and what 
profit should we have if we pray unto him?** 
(Jobxxi. 14, 15.) Can we then be surprised 
that *' God distributeth sorrows in his anger?" 
or that, when the beasts of the field, <' the ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his mastei^s 
crib ; but we know not, neither do we con- 
sider,'' we should often be called upon to be- 
hold ** the fruitful place a wilderness, and all 
the cities thereof broken down at the presence 
of the Lord, and by his fierce anger." (Jer. iv. 
26.) 

But this view of the subject has still its iiEEf 
culties, and those so great, that did we stop 
short at so painful a discovery, we must mk 
either into despair or infidelity. That all the 
disorder and consequent distress we witness, 
are tokens of the Divine displeasure, we can 
scarcely, as reasonable beings, doubt, were it 
notan inference which receives the confirmatioii 
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of Scripture. Bat to be left with only this 
sad and solitary gleam of illttmination, dis- 
doBing nothing but the dim and uncertain 
horrors of our situation, would have been in 
direct contradiction to the innumerable indi- 
cations of the benevolence and mercy of God, 
with which creation abounds. It is indeed 
quite obvious that we require something real, 
something that we can grasp in our conceptions 
of the Deity. We feel this to be necessary even 
in our general reasonings; but how much more 
indispensable is some clear and definite idea of 
his character, when, compelled by personal dis- 
pensations, we begin to meditate up<m our own 
individual relation to Him. We then require 
some peculiarly strong and unshaken founda- 
tion on which to stand ; and it might seem to 
unassisted reason that our firmest footing must 
be upon our deeds of virtue ; but these, in the 
best of us, are too inferior in kind, and too 
small in degree, and too much sHoyed by im- 
perfection in moti^ and in •execution to offer us 
any well grounded security in the awful pros- 
pect of meeting our Creator tn the character 
of responsible beings, *' to give an account of 
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the deeds done in the body." At other times 
nve may love in the boundless fields of conjec- 
ture, and vaguely hope that all will be well with 
us at the last ; but in the hour of sufifering and 
of dissolution, we want some firm dependence. 
The mind is not then sufficiently disengaged to 
roam in search of chances. Teirible certainties 
are before it — ^pain, death, judgment. It has 
neither energy nor leisure for speculating upon 
probabilities. It has no calmness for drawing 
mferences. It wants some distinct and defoite 
conception of the awful Being it is about to 
meet ; it pines for some mediator, saying with 
die afflicted patriarch, '* he is not a man, as I 
am, that I should answer him, and we should 
come together in judgment. Neither is ^ere 
any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his 
hand upon us both.'' Then is the time when 
the most exalted musings of the natural reasoner 
£adl to please or to instruct ; but then is the 
time when those of the Christian are as edify- 
mg as they are consolatory. The exigencies of 
life may, for the present, disturb his enjoy- 
ments, or darken his prospects, but they have 
no power to beieayehimof his expectations, 

c 2 
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or shake his confidence in the ultimate result 
of events. Like the philosopher, he also pro- 
nounces *^ man is born for happiness !*' but 
not, like him, does he draw this blessed infer- 
ence from the beautiful, but varying radiations 
of uncertain feelings, which fidl and rise with 
the perpetual fluctuation of external things. 
He has not to speculate upon his destiny ; he 
has not ' to gather his deductions from what is 
merely probable. He loves and admires the 
wonders of the universe, but he does not seek 
from them his chief materials for hope or fear, 
or praise, or adoration. " I know what I have 
worshipped,*' he exclaims, even from the abyss 
of suffering. '* I know that in the darkest 
night of my distress, as well as in the sunshine 
of my happiness, my fate is guarded and deter- 
mined by One who changeth not. I see indeed 
on every side a vast and complicated scheme. 
I see the career of vice, smooth, easy, and suc- 
cessful ; scarcely' disturbed by any cross, or 
vexed by' any disappointment. I behold the 
honest efforts of virtue opposed in every point ; 
its labour fruitless, its hopes blighted, its diffi- 
culties many, its deserts great, its reward per* 
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haps contempt and poverty* I see On every 
hand, the fierce and resistless strpngth of pas- 
sion trampling on human peace, and turning 
the best and loveliest gifts of God into the 
baneful sources of extremest misery. 

Looking no further than the book of nature, 
I. see nothing but confusion, nothing but dis- 
tress. But opening another book, the book of 
God, I behold it all explained. That awful 
sentence ^* cursed is the ground for thy sake!" 
presents the solution of these gloomy mysteries. 
But, I am not left to mourn over this just but 
heavy judgment, uncheered with any hope of 
its mitigation. One man indeed brought it 
' upon his wretched offspring, and at the remem- 
brance of the first Adam my heart would be 
filled with bitterness and regret, did not the 
recollection of the second Adam more than allay 
its sorrows, and cause it to exult with a joy 
which no man taketh from me,— Jesus Christ, 
the same, yesterday, to day, and for ever, is my 
remedy for every doubt, for every difficulty. 
'* He is the true light that lighteth every man 
that Cometh into the world*." Illuminated 

• John i. 9. 
c 3 



30 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

by the knowledge of him, "who of God is 
made unto me, wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption *," I wander not 
amidst clouds and darkness. Never thrown 
back upon itself, is reason perplexed by the 
difficulties she encounters in her search after 
truth ; for she '* has found Him of whom Moses 
and the prophets did write." 

He it is " who makes straight paths for my 
feet, and ordereth my goings in the way." « He 
leads me through the labyrinth of this confused 
and troubled scene in safety and in peace. 
When exercised with sorrow and distressed with 
doubts, he tells me this is not my dwelling place. 
I must look for tribulation in it, indeed, but 
still he bids me be of good cheer ; for he has 
overcome the world. He proclaims himself 
'' the way, the truth, and the life," through 
whom alone we have access to the Father of 
the universe. No cause then have I to lose 
myself in endless speculations, when a voice 
from heaven has spoken and told me whom I 
am to hear ! and like the favoured disciple who 

• 1 Cor. i. so. 
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heard that sacred voice, I exclaim, *' Lord it 
is good for me to be here !" 

It is good, indeed, for us to plant our faith 
in that adorable Being, who manifests himself 
by his works to the senses even of those to 
whom '' the preaching of his cross is foolish- 
ness ;" but who has promised in a more espe- 
cial manner to make himself known to every 
one of his sincere disciples. " He that hath 
my commandments and keepeth them," he 
says, '^ he it is that loveth me ; and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him, and will manifest myself unto 
him*/' And not only has he given to his 
followers this assurance, but he has promised 
them the comfort of his constant presence. 
'' Lo ! I am with you even to the end of the 
world !" are words that dissipate all difficulties, 
and render the believer in Christ, and him only, 
a satisfied spectator of the world he inhabits. 

Whilst others perplex themselves with vague 
uncertainties, and rest upon mere probabilities, 
he knows in whom he has believed. He feels 

* John xiv. 21. 
C4 
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the ground he stands upon. What though the 
storms of affliction rage around him, and evil as 
a flood should threaten to overwhelm him, his 
house of defence is set on high ; it is built upon 
a rock, which all the combined malice of the 
powers of darkness cannot shake. 

Secure in the hour of danger, how exquisite 
is his participation in the common blessings of 
existence* The sun which shines upon the evil 
and the good, shines for him with more peculiar 
beauty. The lovely face of nature wears for 
him her most attractive smile, and speaks her 
most instructive lesson ; for he alone it is, who, 
looking at her wondrous works, can, in the ex- 
pressive language of the Christian poet, 



** Lift to heav'nan impresumptuous eye, 
And smiling say, my Father made them all ! 



it 



The world at large partake of these delights 
by starts of impulse, varying with every outward 
or internal change. But the Christian has one 
simple, single view. In storm, or sunshine; 
amidst scenes of vernal beauty or the desolating 
blasts of winter; when cheerful health gives 
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vigour to his frame, or pale disease has stretched 
him on the couch of pain ; when friends are 
kind and many, or when they change to foes ; 
when angry passions sleep and soft affections 
reign around him; or, when unruly tempers 
and harsh feelings rise to wound his peace — he 
sees by the eye of faith, at his right hand, his 
ever-present — ever-powerful Friend. " There- 
fore will he not fear, though the earth be re- 
moved, and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea * ;" '' for the Lord of 
hosts is with him, the God of Jacob is his 
refuge f." 

To him he looks in every change of this un- 
stable and most changeful state, knowing that 
when his earthly house of this tabernacle is 
dissolved, he has a building of God, '' a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens X" 
To that blessed asylum he continually verges. 
Whibt the children of vanity are heaping up 
riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them ; 
whilst every passing day and hour removes 
them from the objects on which their affections 

f Pi. xlvi. 2, 3. t Ps. xlvi. 6. % I Cor. v. 1. 
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centre, he is advancing to his treasure. De* 
cline and death, which these deluded beings 
shrink and shudder at, are hailed by him with 
gratitude and joy, as signals of his approaching 
summons to his holy and heavenly habitation. 

Thus walking by faith and not by sight, he 
views this present world, not as a. disordered 
stage of action where good and evil reign pro- 
miscuously; but, as the chequered scene, in 
which he is appointed to sustain a part, the 
right performance of which is revealed to him 
in the word of God. 

In that sacred volume are also treasured the 
promises of support on which he rests ; devoid 
of which, like an affrighted deer bewildered and 
alarmed, in vain would he seek a covert from 
the storms of life. 

But on these he reposes. Possessed of these, 
he rejoices with the patriarch in the all-seeing 
providence of God. He asks with him, *' Whi- 
ther shall I go from thy spirit, or \^ither shall 
I flee from thy presence ?'' Like him also, in 
rapturous devotion he exclaims, '* How precious 
are thy thoughts unto me, O God ! how gres^ 
is the sum of them I If I should count them, 
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they are more in number than the sand. When 
I awake I am still with Thee * !" And oh ! how 
fervently does he make the Psalmist's prayer his 
own. — ** Search me, O God, and know my 
heart; try me, and know my thoughts. And 
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting f !'* 

* Ps. cxxxix. 17| 18. t Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ON TH£ DUTY OF STUDYING THE SACRED 

SCRIPTURES. 



" Search the Scriptures." John t. 39. 

Nothing, when we consider it deliberately 
stnd earnestly, appears so strange as the gene- 
ral aversion which is felt to the study of the 
Scriptures. If we only view them as contain- 
ing the singular history of the most singular 
race of people that ever existed, this indiffer- 
ence to their contents is marvellously strange. 
Curiosity is a common passion enough, and 
rapidly and powerfully excited upon most sub- 
jects. But on this it lies dormant — it seems 
here to find no scope for its exercise — no sti- 
mulus for its exertion. Let us, however, 
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briefly review some of the peculiar and (one 
vould think) very interesting features of the 
case, and see if they do not present attractions 
to invite observation, and stimulate Inquiry. 

There elists to this day the remains of a 
very extraordinary race of persons, like to no 
other upon the face of the earth, and this dissi- 
milarity marked in so obvious and distinct a 
manner, that, dispersed as they are, through 
every quarter of the globe, they still bear such 
visible and striking tokens of identity, as to be 
easily distinguished from all other human 
beings. 

The ordinances of their religion which they 
profess to have originally received from the 
immediate hand of God, are also strikingly 
peculiar; and the record which contains the 
history of them is confessedly, and upon inter- 
nal evidence testifies itself to be, the most 
ancient book in the worid; and consequently 
as such likely to contain some account of the 
kind and degree of revelation of himself, which 
the Deity might vouchsafe to impart to his 
iationi4 creation. 

This record the Jewish nation have always 
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receired with the most undoubting fiaith, as 
containing the only authentic history of their 
Lawgiver and his institutions^ from the era they 
commenced, until this day. 

But as I cannot but feel my incompetence to 
do any adequate justice to the vast interest 
which, even in a human point of view, appears 
to me to belong to this part of the subject, I 
will here borrow the words of Dr. Graves, in his 
Lectures on the four last books of the Penta- 
teuch: — ^* The Jewish legislator states it to be a 
chief design of that system of reUgious and civil 
institution which he delivered to his nation by 
the appointment of God, to g^ard them against 
the infection of idolatry and its attendant crimes, 
and to separate unto himself a holy people, who 
by a steady adherence to the code of laws he 
had prescribed, should preserve amongst them 
a system of rational faith and pure morality. 

" * When the Lord thy God shall cut off the 
nations before thee, take heed to thyself, that 
thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How 
did these nations serve their gods ? even so will 
I do likewise. Thou shalt not do so unto the 
Lord thy God ; for every abomination of the 
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Lord, which he hateth, have they done unto 
their gods ; for even their sons and their daugh- 
ters have they burned in the fire to their gods. 
Whatsoever thing I shall command you, ob- 
serve to do it ; thou shalt not add thereto, or 
diminish from it *•' 

'* How clear and how impressive," remarks 
Dr. Graves, '* are the concluding words of the 
last exhortation of their illustrious Lawgiver, to 
the assembled nation. See,*' says he, ** * I 
have set before thee this day life and good, 
death and evil ; in that I command thee this 
day to love the Lord thy God, and to walk in 
his ways, and to keep his commandments, and 
his statutes, and his judgments, that thou 
mayest live and multiply, and the Lord thy God 
shall bless thee, in the land whither thou goest 
to possess it ; but if thine heart turn away, and 
worship other gods and serve them, I denounce 
unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, 
and that ye shall not prolong your days upon 
the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to 
possess it. I call heaven and earth to witness 

• Deut. zii. 10, &c. 
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against you this day, that I have set before thee 
life and death, blessing and cursing ; therefore 
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may 
live ; that thou mayest love the Lord thy God, 
and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that 
thou mayest cleave unto him (for he is thy life, 
and the length of thy days ;) that thou mayest 
dwell in the land, which the Lord sware unto 
thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
to gfive them */ 

" Such was the theology of the Jewish reli- 
gion/' proceeds Dr. Graves, ** at a period when 
the whole world was deeply infected with idol- 
atry, when all knowledge of the one true God, 
all reyerence for his sacred name, all reliance 
on his Providence, all obedience to his laws, 
were nearly banished from the earth ; when the 
severest chastisements had been tried in vain ; 
when no hopes of reformation appeared, from 
the refinements of civilization, or the researches 
pf philosophy ; for the most civilized and en- 
lightened nations adopted with the greatest 
greediness, and disseminated with the greatest 

* Deut. zxx. 15, &c. 
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activity, the absurdities, impieties, and polla- 
tions of idolatry. Then was the Jewish law 
promulgated to a nation who, to mere human 
judgment, might have appeared incapable of 
inventing or receiving such a high degree of 
moral or intellectual improvement, for they had 
been long enslaved to the Egyptians, the 
authors and supporters of the grossest idolatry; 
they had been weighed down by the severest 
bondage, perpetually harassed by the most in- 
cessant manual labours ; for ' the Egyptians 
made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 
mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of ser- 
vice in the field.' 

'^ At this time, and in this nation, was the 
Mosaic law promulgated, teaching the great 
principles of true religion, the self-existence, 
the unity, the perfections, and the providence 
of the one great Jehovah, reprobating all false 
gods, all image-worship, all the absurdities and 
profanations of idolatry. At this time, and in 
this nation, was a system of government framed, 
which had for its basis the reception of, and 
steady adherence to, this system of true reli- 
gipn, and establishing many regulations, which 
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would be in the highest degree irrational, and 
could never hope to be received, except from a 
general and thorough reliance on the super- 
intendance of Divine Providence, controlling 
the course of nature, and directing every event; 
so as to proportion the prosperity of the He- 
brew people, according to their obedience to 
that law which they received as divine. 

** In the mode in which the doctrines of their 
religion were promulgated, we find a minute 
attention to the moral and intellectual character 
of the nation for whom it was designed, and 
the most admirable precautions used, to im- 
press attention and command obedience, iC. the 
authority of the Lawgiver was in reality divine ; 
but precautions of such a nature, as would ren- 
der his whole scheme abortive, and expose it to 
derision and contempt, if he had contrived it 
only by human artifice, and relied on nothing 
but human aid. 

'' It is also well worthy of remark, how 
minutely and tenderly the Jewish religion pro- 
vides for the various wants of the very lowest 
classes of society, the slave, the poor, the father- 
less, and the widow. ' And if a stranger 
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sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex 
him*/" 

'* Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
wicked heart, saying, the seventh year, the year 
of release, is at hand ; and thine eye be evil 
against thy poor brother, and thou givest him 
nought. , Thou shalt surely give him, ^nd 
thine heart shall not be grieved when thou 
givest unto him, because that for this thing the 
Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, 
and in all that thou puttest thine hand unto f ." 

With equal solicitude does the law impress 
reverence for the authority and attention due to 
the wants of the aged, delivering as the direct 
command of Jehovah, ^* Thou shalt rise up 
before the hoary head, and honour the face of 
the old man, and fear thy God; I am the 
Lord." 

With a similar spirit does the same Lawgiver 
inculcate the duty of shewing tenderness to 
those who labour under any bodily infirmity. 
" Thou shalt not curse the deaf, tior put a 
stumbling-block before the blind, but shall fear 

* Lev. xU. 33. f Deut xv. 9, 10. 
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thy God — I am the Lord" — ^and with a still 
more exalted sense of the importance of virtue 
above every external advantage, and the pro- 
portionable obligation of promoting it in all with 
whom we have any intercourse, the inspired 
Lawgiver considers the neglecting to do so as a 
proof of criminal malignity. '' Thou shalt not 
hate thy brother in thine heart; thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 
suffer sin upon him ; thou shalt not revenge nor 
bear any grudge against the children of thy 
people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself — I am the Lord." 

" How admirably," says Dr. Graves, " are 
such sentiments as these suited to the sacred 
original from whence they are supposed to flow! 
How strongly do they attest the Divine bene- 
volence, which dictated the Jewish law, and 
the divine authority which alone could enforce 
such precepts by adequate sanctions, and im- 
press such sentiments upon the human heart 
with practical conviction ! If the intermixture 
of such sentiments and precepts with the civil 
code, and the union of political regulations 
with moral instruction and religious observ- 
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ances, is unparalleled in any other country, and 
by any other Lawgiver, does not this circum- 
stance afford some presumptive evidence of the 
divine original of the Mosaic code ? Surely 
every candid mind must at once reply in the 
affirmative to this reasonable question of Dr. 
Graves. And when we add to the statements 
above given, the great body of internal evidence 
which is contained in the same record of the 
succeeding dispensations of Providence towards 
this extraordinary people, all tending to illus- 
trate and confirm their history — when we trace 
in their types and prophecies " the shadows' of 
those good things to come," which were com- 
pleted and realized under the Gospel scheme ; 
when we reflect upon the increasing light 
which, from the beginning to the end of the 
sacred Scriptures, distinguishes and stamps them 
with the peculiar seal of divinity, the noblest 
works of God commonly exhibiting this testi- 
mony, that they go from strength to strength ; 
when we calmly meditate upon the mysterious 
manner (little indeed observed, but nevertheless 
most incontestably true,) in which the sublime 
principles of the Jewish law have beenintier- 
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woven in our own views of truth ; many, per- 
haps all, those rules of morality we admire and 
respect so much, originatmg from this source ; 
how can we account for what we perceive, but 
in admitting it to proceed from God ? There 
is no solution to be given in any other way ; and, 
in fact, it is seldom that any is attempted by 
those persons who have candidly studied this 
extraordinary record. The loudest declaimers 
against revelation, haVe generally been found 
amongst those who have never examined the 
subject at all, or who have brought to the con- 
sideration of it, prejudices which no appeal 
could remove, or crimes which rendered it their 
interest to find it a fable. 

The voice of God is indeed an awful voice, 
and perhaps no testimony, though it may be of 
a more obvious kind, is stronger in behalf of 
the truths of Scripture, than the general aver- 
sion which is felt to the study of it Emana- 
ting from the Source of Truth, it so strongly 
testifies the holiness and purity which alone 
can be acceptable in the sight of a holy God, 
that the corrupt nature and misguided vrall of 
fallen man, revolts and turns away from the 
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conteni{dation of ideas so adverse to the current 
of his mind. If they were less rigid in their 
precepts, less uncompromisingin their demands, 
in short, did they but bring the character of 
llie Deity something nearer to the level of 
human depravity, can we doubt but that if it 
were only for the rich and inexhaustible stores 
of wisdom, of beautiful and sublime imagery, 
and of the curious remains of patriarchal life, 
with which the Scriptures abound, they would 
be equally the study of Uie philosopher, the 
poet, and the historian ; appealed to as the 
most perfect transcript of ** whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are honest, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, and what- 
soever things are of good report" 

But perhaps the most important view of the 
subject arises from considering the Holy Scrip- 
tures as opposed to that spirit of proud inde- 
pendency which characterizes the natural heart. 
An* artificial and inflated sentiment, which, 
under the name of the love of liberty, passes 
current for a noble elevation of mind, is the 
usual characteristic of those who are the least 
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free to pursue their best and truest interests. 
The person who would really know what true 
liberty is, must first seek emancipation from the 
slavery of an erring and stubborn will ; till that 
is accomplished, there may be the name, but 
none of the nature of liberty in the character. 

" He is the freeman whom the truth makes free, 
And all are slaves beside." 

For how, we would ask, can it be consistent 
with freedom, that man should be so incapable 
of following his real interest, which reason, as 
well as revelation, testifies to consist in the love 
and pursuit of virtue ? How can it be consis- 
tent with liberty that he should devote himself 
to such objects as are known by experience to 
be detrimental to goodness, and consequently to 
happiness ; and that, till a vast and extraor- 
dinary change is wrought upon him, he should 
be incapable of enjoying any other than such 
pleasures, as, at the best, are continually passing 
away ; which, in the enjoyment, commonly dis- 
appoint his expectations, and, when obtained, 
are but one step upon that ladder, which, un- 
like thatof the patriarch, leads any whither but 
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lowards heaven. The mistake that produces 
such fatal effects upon our happiness, is the 
result of an ignorance which the study of the 
Scriptures would remove. They would prove 
to us that human nature did not come from the 
hands of the Divine Being such as. we find it, 
with tastes so depraved, and a will so shackled. 

In believing this to be the case, we can 
scarcely be surprised that such multitudes 
should sit down deceived, and contented to be 
so, deluding themselves with expectations, 
which, if their assumption were true, would be 
reasonable enough, that God would never* be 
-extreme to mark the errors and sins of a crea- 
ture whom he had himself transmitted into the 
world with a corrupt and imperfect nature. 

But it is impossible that wilful ignorance 
should stand us in any stead at the great and 
terrible day, when God shall judge the world 
by that Man whom he has appointed. A hea- 
then, bom and educated in a land on which 
the light of revelation never dawned, may hope, 
and perhaps be justified in hoping for accept- 
ance with his Maker ; at all events, we could 
never be justified in making any other decision 

D 
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upon his case ; because upon that point, it has 
pleased Infinite Wisdom to be silent. But 
th^t we, possessed of such a record of God's 
will and purposes towards us as the Bible con- 
tains, that we should: trust to a plea of igno- 
rance, is a contradiction to common sense. 
That we can believe and maintain such mis- 
taken doctrines as would virtually tend to make 
Almighty God tlie author of the evil we find 
within "us, is a degree of impiety and error for 
which we have no excuse, since we actually 
hold in our own keeping a book which tends 
to rectify such mistakes^ by making us ac- 
quainted with the origin and cause of all our 
corruptions. No Other book makes any pre* 
tension to this mformation, and without such 
information it is clear that we must be in per- 
petual hazard of irritating, rather than allaying, 
the great moraldisorder which afflicts the world ; 
just as a physKHanleho was kept in ignorance 
of his patient's disease, would be as likely to 
heighten as to reduce its symptoms by the 
reinedies he prescribed* We work in the dark 
\tx every caSe, where we work not by the light of 
revelation. There can-be no question, then, but 
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that the Bible is a book which it is our duty to 
ready and that not languidly, not superficially, 
but with an earnestness and zeal proportioned 
to the immense importance of the information 
it contains ; information in which we are all 
equally, all individually interested, and for the 
acquisition of which we are all fearfully respon- 
sible, so responsible that, but for the inveterate 
corruption which poisons the taste and inca- 
pacitates the will for any sedulous exertions 
about the real welfare of man, it would seem 
incredible that rational beings. could be so su- 
pine, and so careless in searching into matters 
that so nearly and dearly concern them. 

Many persons, indeed, there are, living within 
the reach of this information, who declare that 
they have studied it, but who withhold their 
assent to what it advances, on the ground of 
its containing what they are pleased to call 
<' contradictory and unjust doctrines;" such, 
for instance, as the great mystery of original 
sin, and human redemption. It has been over 
and over again remarked, that most of the 
works, as well as the word of God, must appear 
confused and contradictory to those who refuse 
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assent to every thing which their finite facnU 
ties cannot comprehend . God has been pleased 
himself to tell us who those are whom he will 
condescend to teach. ^' The meek shall he 
guide in judgment, and teach sinners his way." 
If, ' therefore, the readers of his revealed will, 
come not to the study of it either as sinners or 
as meek and tractable, it is not surprising they 
should miss the object of their search, and re- 
main uninfluenced and untaught. 

Others again there are, and these constitute 
by far the greater part, who are for keeping to 
what they consider the plain practical part of 
scriptural morality; as if the doctrine and 
practice were not so interwoven with each other 
as to be inseparable ; and as if a person could 
be a worse moralist for giving himself earnestly 
to the study of every branch of the religion he 
professes. Bishop Hopkins, in a very clear 
and most convincing discourse on the doctrine 
of the two covenants, has this passage : ** That 
many of these things (the high doctrines of the 
Christian religion) are abstruse and difficult, 
I cannot deny ; but that any of them, are vain 
and frivolous, I do. It is a most ignorant and 
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weak excuse of many, who may perhaps be 
welUmeaning people^ that these things are too 
high speculations for them to search into ; that 
their eternal salvation may be secured well 
enough) though they know not such obscure 
points as these are> so long as they conscien- 
tiously practise those obvious truths and express 
duties which they know, I will not, I dare 
not deny, but men may be safe in not knowing 
what they cannot attain. But, if they pretend 
this as a shelter of slothful and affected igno- 
rance, let them consider that many of the great 
and precious truths of the Gospel are delivered 
obscurely, not to excuse us from, but on pur- 
pose to engage us to, a diligent search and 
study of them. If these things were not expe- 
dient to be known, why should the Holy Scrip- 
tures so abound with them ? The epistles of 
St. Paul are full of these profound mysteries, 
which he wrote to the churches in common, 
and every member of them ; these were read in 
public assemblies, and it concerned all the 
people to hearken to them, and consider of 
them; and if the pressing only of practical 
duties of Christianity had been sufficient^ most 
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part of the Apostle's writings had been needless 
and superfluous. It is true we cannot deter- 
mine what is the least degree either of grace 
or knowledge, that may just serve to bring a 
man to heaven ; but this we may say, that it is 
a very ill sign to drive the bargain so hard with 
God, to" desire to be saved at the least charged 
and expences possible. This I will boldly say, 
that he who despiseth a more high and elevated 
knowledge' of the mysteries of Christianity, 
where the means to attain it are afforded, 
though t)thefs who are destitute of those me^s 
may arrive at heaven and happiness, yet I must 
needs doubt whether ever he shall. To despise 
evangelical truths which do not so. irbmediately 
tend to practice, b no other than to impute 
trivialness to the infinite wisdom of God who 
hath revealed them, and so often and largely 
insisted on them ; and to withdraw the chiefest 
part of ourselves, whereby we most of all show 
ourselves to be men, from his obedience, even 
our understandings. Certainly we serve God 
as well by endeavouring to know his truth, as 
by endeavouring to obey his commands ; and 
he who resolves to obey, God bidding do this, 
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but not when he bids him understand this, 
serves him more like an engine than like a 
man." 

If it be observed, in reply to these remarks 
of the Bishop, that it would surely argue some* 
thing of injustice in the dealings of th^ Divine 
Being with his creatures to enfold and wrap 
up the saving truths of religion in such a man* 
ner as to render them inaccessible to the greater 
part of mankind, whose want of talent or tim^ 
for the study of them presents insuperable ob* 
stacles to their obtaining the knowledge which, 
nevertheless, it is essential to their salvation 
that they do obtahi ;— we may answer that the 
knowledge essential to salvation is within the 
reach of any person who is bom in a Chris- 
tian land; and nothing more forcibly exem- 
plifies its divine character, than its perfect 
adaptation to every capacity, and every con- 
dition of human beings ; the peasant and the 
philosopher, the king upon his throne and the 
beggar in his hut, may equally derive from it 
the consolation and direction which their re- 
spective cases may require ; and this view of 

the subject, which all fair reasoners must allow 
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to be but a just one, it would be well for those 
who deny the divine original of the Scriptures, 
calmly and deeply to consider. It would be 
no unprofitable occupation to muse upon the 
practicability of a mere mortal's inventing a 
system of religion so comprehensive yet so sim- 
ple, and so universally applicable to every pos- 
sible case and circumstance of human life, as 
is the system which the Bible reveals to us* 
That the heart be humble, and the will sub- 
dued and teachable, are the chief requisites to 
the Christian scholar; bringing these qualities 
with him we may boldly say that no saving 
truths will be, or can be, withheld from his ac^ 
quisition. 

To believe that he possesses a corrupt and 
depraved nature wholly incapable in itself of 
loving or delighting in God,, is no hard matter, 
involving any very abstruse truths inaccessible 
to the comprehension of any, one deeply ac- 
quainted with the plague of his own heart. 
To seek a remedy for such a plague in the 
transformation and renewal of his nature, is as 
rational a procedure as can well be imagined ; 
and to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as made 
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unto him all that his sad circumstances require, 
^* wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification 
and redemption ;'' and to evidence this faith by 
such deeds of virtue as betoken what Master he 
serves, and day by day to refresh himself for 
his spiritual life by feeding on the promises and 
studying the precepts of his Lord, and praying 
that he may be enabled to understand and 
follow them, — ^these are simple matters. Yet 
these are the great and important matters of reli- 
gion ; therefore they are within the reach of all 
who desire to understand them. 
" I exhort and beseech you," says Archbishop 
Leighton in one of his lectures, '' never to suffer 
so much as one day to pass, either through lazy 
negligence, or too much eagerness in inferior 
studies, without reading some part of the sacred 
records with a pious and attentive disposition of 
mind: still joining with your reading, fervent 

4 

prayer, that you may thereby draw down that 
Divine light, without which spiritual things can- 
not be read and understood. But with this 
light shining upon them, it is not possible to 
express how much sweeter you will find these 
inspired writings than Cicero, Demosthenes, 
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every succeeding year, behold in the progress 
of the arts and sciences !^n mjedicine more 
particularly. How many invaluable specifics 
for various diseases were unknown to our ances- 
tors ! how many iny^tions also in the arts, so 
useful and necessary to the common comfort of 
life, that we can hardly conceive how it could 
go on without them. Yet who presumes to 
arraign the goodness of God, and complain 
that human happiness or human existence has 
been curtailed for the want of thetn ? Neither 
do we dispute or doubt the efficacy of such 
and such medicines, or such and such inven- 
tions, on the ground that if they had been im- 
portantly useful, their merits would have been 
generally known. Yet many there are who 
would be ashamed of such puerile arguments 
in this case, who nevertheless bring them for* 
ward as an excuse for despising the truths of 
religion, rejecting them as unmeaning and un- 
necessary, because they conceive that if requi- 
site they would have been universally known 
and received. Paley, in his Evidences, says, 
*' I remember hearing an unbeliever say, that 
if Ood had given a revelation, be would have 

D 6 



60 ItELIOIOUS THOUGHTS. 

written it in the skies." Upon which he pro-* 
ceeds to remark—*^ Are the truths of natural 
religion written in the skies, or in a langus^e 
which every one reads ? or is this the case with 
the most useful arts, or the most necessary 
sciences of human life ? An Otaheitan or an 
Esquimaux knows nothing of Christianity ; 
does he know more of the principles of deism 
or morality ? which, notwithstanding his igno* 
ranee, are neither untrue nor unimportant, nor 
uncertain. The existence of the Deity is left 
to be collected from observations which every 
man does not make, which every man perhaps 
is not capable of making. Can it be argued 
that God does not exist, because if he did he 
would let us see him, or discover himself to 
mankind by proofs (such as we may think the 
nature of the subject merited,) which no inad- 
vertency could miss, no prejudice withstand V 
Bnt, leaving surmises and suppositions, one 
fact we may, nay, we must rest upon, in our 
views of religion, which is, the impossibility of 
sheltering ourselves by any excuse from the 
condemnation, which reason assures us . will 
justly be the fate of those who, '< caring for 
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tioiie of these things/' will not be even at the 
trouble of inquiring whether they be true or not. 
This *^ contempt prior to examination," as 
Paley so forcibly calls it, can scarcely fail to be 
a sin of the most awful magnitude in the sight 
of that merciful Being, who holds out to us 
such frequent and encouraging invitations to 
draw near to him, such rich and precious pro- 
mises of more than meeting our advances 
towards him, and of bestowing upon us all the 
aids, either of knowledge or of strength, which 
our imperfect condition requires, simply upon 
the condition that we seek them by the means 
he has been pleased to place within our reach. 
Many may attempt to offer excused for the 
want of faith, which they imagine to spring 
from the difficulties of the case, after having in 
some way or other considered it ; but what can 
that bold opposer say to justify his infidelity, 
who is absolutely ignorant of the very subject 
he professes to disbelieve — who despises it 
without supplying himself with any information 
respecting its value, and condemns as incompre- 
hensible what he has not even sought the means 
of understanding ? 
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search for knowledge as he would for hidden 
treasure. 

As reasonably therefore might we expect to 
start by a wish into accomplished and informed 
persons, as into religious characters, without 
deeply and daily studying the only 'book that 
can help to make us so. But it is not study 
alone that can advance us far in heavenly 
wisdom — we must pray as well as read — 
we must pray as we read. Alas! where is 
the simple, single, humble mind that can 
submit to this! Naturally-^nowhere ! The 
new heart and the new spirit must precede the 
profitable study of the Word Of Ood. The 
natural man receiveth it nOt— it is foolishness 
unto him. What need hiaive we, then, prepa- 
ratory to opening the sacred voltiirte, to use the 
words of our admirable Liturgy: — Blessed 
Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may in 
such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest them ; that by patience and com- 
fort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 



CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE DISTASTE OF THE NATURAL HEART 
TO PURE AND SCRIPTURAL RELIGION. 



'* But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto him, nei- 
ther can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.*' 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

That the Christian religion is very distasteful 
to the natural heart is so obvious a fact, that it 
is scarcely requisite to seek the confirmation of 
it» by pointing out any of the various ways in 
which this general aversion manifests itself; 
but were we to specify one of its most decided 
indications, we should urge the total want of 
charity, and, we might almost say of common 
sense, which the people of the world display in 
their judgment respecting religious professors. 

That they have a right to expect from such 
oersons a more consistent, self-denying, self- 

xlued course of life, is not to be denied ; 



RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 65 

and that they should condemn with the utmost 
severity, all tendency to self-conceit, and the 
assumption of superiority, in those who profess 
to Bhape their conduct by the precepts of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, is but proper and rea* 
sonable. But to make no allowance for weak* 
ness and infirmities, and to expect that the aim 
and endeavour to act right should always be 
crowned with complete success, is, surely, to 
make demands upon human nature as absurd 
as they are severe. 

Madame de Stael, (who cannot be suspected 
of too much rigidity in her own religious views, 
or of leaning to the side of those we are de* 
fending,) in speaking in her Germany, under 
the title of " Mysticism," of pure evangelical 
religion, remarks, " without doubt, great faults 
may still appear in the character of those whose 
doctrine is the most pure; but is it to their 
doctrine we should refer them ? We call them 
inconsistent if they commit any transgressions, 
or have any weaknesses ; and yet nothing can 
entirely change the conditions of humanity */* 

♦ Germany, vol. ^. p. 332. 
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Finding therefore^ as erer must be found, 
that mistakes and imperfectionsi and, perhaps, 
even worse than these, that even crimes are to 
be detected amongst those who profess to be 
religious, the world confounds together things 
the most opposite to each other, viz. the cor- 
ruption of the human heart, and the truth and 
value of religious principle ; thus virtually mak- 
ing the revealed will of God a vague code of 
doctrine, which rises and falls in value, just as 
this or that person happens to be honest or dis- 
honest in the sacred cause. 

lliis is a mode of judging so unfair and so 
unsound, that upon any other subject but re- 
ligion, its fallacy could scarcely fail of being de- 
tected and exposed. The man who attempted 
to maintain that all persons were false and un- 
principled, because he had been defrauded or 
deceived, would soon be overpowered with op- 
ponents to whatever arguments he might bring 
forward in support of his opinion. But let him 
have been injured by a professor of religion, and 
he would never want champions to fight on 
his side. 

No doubt but it is both reasonable and be- 
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coming to mark with the severest feproof, or 
the most sovereign contempt, the glaring in- 
consistency which is betrayed by any want of 
principle on the part of religious professors. 
But it behoves us upon such occasions to scru- 
tinize well the motives of our indignation ; and 
can we believe that we shall not find at the 
bottom of our hearts, some disposition to de- 
preciate the subject professed as well as the 
false professor of it ? Can we not detect there 
some disinclination towards the cause itself, as 
well as the culprit who has disgraced it ? 

It is scarcely to be denied, that, opposed as 
it is in every part to the perfection of the Gos- 
pel, our fallen nature rushes with eagerness 
upon every instance which it conceives to have 
a tendency to depreciate the requirements of 
Christianity, and bring them something nearer 
to the. standard of human degeneracy. It can 
hardly be doubted, but that to this desire may 
be traced the satisfaction with which any failure 
on the part of religious persons is too commonly 
hailed, as weU as the severe scrutiny by which 
the motives of their most trifling actions are 
analyzed, and the rancour with which the frail- 
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ties they share in common with other human 
beings are pursued. 

Nothing so completely manifests a want of 
acquaintance with the character of true religion 
as the sweeping and very general conclusion 
which many persons adopt, that its genuine 
disciples conceive themselves superior to their 
fellow mortals. On the contrary, no human 
being is so truly humble, so deeply impressed 
with a sense of unworthiness, as a sincerely 
pious Christian. He has a communion with 
his own sinful heart, and a warfare to maintain, 
which compel him to feel the strength and de- 
pravity of his wi.l ; and this communion, and 
this warfare, " which a stranger intermeddleth 
not with," combine to keep him in such a state 
of humiliation, and dependence upon God, as 
to preclude the possibility of his being puffed 
up with any ideas of his own superiority. 

It is admitted that there are pretenders in 
religion, as well as in every thing else. There 
are pretenders to the name of poets, of painters^ 
of musicians, of authors, whose performances 

I detected to be valueless. But no one will 
Ti that there is no such thing as beauty and 
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truth in the arts and sciences to^^hich such 
pretensions are directed. We are told from 
scriptural authority, that Satan can transform 
himself 'into an angel of light ; and is it to be 
expected that so powerful an engine against 
his dominion as Christianity, should remain 
unmolested by his assaults ? That he should 
prevail upon some of his followers to assume 
its garb for the worst of purposes, is only a 
confirmation of what the word of truth has 
prepared us to expect; and which it informs 
us has been actually the case since the earliest 
ages of the world. 

" He was a murderer from the beginning," 
says our blessed Lord, '' and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own, for 
he is a liar and the father of it*." But the 
error we are considering, is rendered still more 
dangerous by its leading the mind to: confound 
the pure word of God with the judgm)9nt of 
fallible creatures. No two extremes can be so 
opposite. Let us for instance briefly compare 

• John viii. 44. 
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the opinions expressed in the one, and enter- 
tained by the other, upon the plain doctrine of 
original sin. 

That there is a universal taint in the human 
heart, a radical corruption which comes under 
the term sin, is the great and fundamental truth 
which the Bible inculcates, as a first principle, 
from beginning to end. Its statements sure 
unintelligible, and it is a sealed book to us, 
up6n any other supposition. The world vir- 
tually denies this. That man is a frail and 
erring creature indeed, is allowed ; but that he 
is gifted with many virtues, which it classes 
together, under the denomination of a good 
heart. Scripture acknowledges no such thing 
as a good heart ; on the contrary it maintains 
that ** the heart of man is only evil continually.*' 
" Out of the heart," says our Saviour, " pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni- 
cations, thefts, false witness, blasphemies;*' 
and' it would be easy to multiply passages of 
this hature, and to oppose to them innumerable 
quotations from the writings of many authors, 
which testify the most unmeasured sentiments 
respecting the dignity of human nature. It 
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may suffice to appeal to the consciences of 
most persons, if they have not frequently de- 
tected in themselves, opinions the most entirely 
opposed to Scripture on this point. 

To have too much pride, to be guilty of this 
or the other action, is a far more common me- 
thod of deprecating it, than im humble ejacu- 
lation for sufficient, grace to resist it. A proper 
pride is the term for indulging in tempers the 
most adverse to the humble and modest virtues 
which Christianity recommends. The very cir- 
cumstance of this appeal as to a safeguard 
from sin, to a. vice the most contrary to the 
tenor of Scripture, displays the repugnance of 
the heart to be guided by its meek and lowly 
doctrines. 

But let us once more refer to. the sacred 
standard of truth: let us turn to the sixth 
chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, and jSrom.the 
twentieth verse to the twenty-sixth, let us read 
our blessed Lord's opinion of happiness and 
woe, and. then compare it with the sentiments 
of the world on these subjects. 

^^ And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, 
and said, Blessed be ye poor ; for your^s is the 
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kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger 
now : for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that 
weep now : for ye shall laugh. 

" Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, 
and when they shall separate you from their 
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out 
your name as evil, for the Son of man s sake. 

** Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for 
behold your reward is great in heaven: for in 
like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 
But woe unto you that are rich ! for ye have 
received your consolation. 

" Woe unto you that are full ! for ye shall 
hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now ! for 
ye shall mourn and weep. 

" Woe unto you when all men shall speak 
well of you ! for so did their fathers to the false 
prophets." 

Is this, we would ask, " in the spirit of the 
natural heart?" Does it behold any thing 
lovely or desirable in the poverty and privation 
which our Lord denominates blessed ? Does 
it detect any snare or subject for woe in the 
temptation of riches? Can it even compre- 
hend the possibility of deriving either happiness 
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or misery from- the circumstances which the 
very voice of God has proclaimed to be produc- 
tive of these effects ? Is it not, in short, com- 
pletely and absolutely at variance in sentiment 
and practice to every thing that is here ad- 
vanced? 

Agam, ** Behold the fear of the Lord thatw 
wisdom, and to depart from evil is understand- 
mg. 

But does the- unrenewed heart appreciate this 
as true wisdom ? So far from it, that the per- 
son who believes and acts upon this sentiment, 
and sets himself ** to fear the Lord and depart 
from evil," is most certain to be stigmatized as 
a fanatic or an enthusiast ; so impossible or so 
unnecessary does it seem to the natural man to 
serve God in the way he has himself been 
pleased to point out. And then, as to the 
crowning work of redemption ; the Scriptures, 
after setting forth in the strongest light, our 
fallen, helpless state, do not leave us in despair, 
but with the disease they point out the remedy. 
There is but one way, we are told, in which 
our souls can be redeemed, and our natures 
renewed. 
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.'' In Christ aie hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knontrledge *." But are there many 
who ^eodii; approve of, and accept that way 
th^selve^, or sanction and c<Mnmend the ex- 
amples of those who do ? Alas! we need not 
pursue these inquiries ! It is most unquestion- 
ably true, as has been observed by Mr. Adam, 
that^^ with respect to a man's charcLcteVf he 
had better be ^ilty of almost any sin, than 
w]^£^t the worid calls too much religion." 

9ut, if we n«ay believe the Bible, (and if we 
caiuiot, we have nothing, to refer to,) we must 
perc€[iye that religion is . ^ matter between God 
and the soul : that it is a real and an important 
matter ; important beyond any that a human 
being can be engaged in ; that it dwelb not in 
notion^ in opinions, in parties, or in sects, but 
in '^ repentance towards God, and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

These are its pls^n.^d simple principles; 
but plain and simple as they are, it is difficult 
to adhere to them as tbe rule and guide of life, 
without giving and receiving offence. From 

• Col. ii. 3. 
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the earliest days of Christianity we have heard 
of such an offence, " the offence of the cross*^ 
If, indeed, '' in this world only we have hope in 
Christ," we might justly say, " we were of all 
men most miserable." . Nothing, in that case, 
would be so unreasonable as reUgious fervour ; 
but if the Scriptures be. true, we may confidently 
ask who are the . unreasonable ? who are the 
deluded ? If eternal life be the object in view, 
is it not unreasonable to make no exertions to 
obtain it ? If Jesus Christ be the only way to 
it, is it not delusion to seek no interest in him ? 
If his Gospel be the only means of acquirii^ 
the knowledge of him, is it not unreasonable to 
omit the study of it ? Is it any thing less than 
an aberration of the understanding not to give 
ourselves wholly to these things? 

But we shall here be reminded that other 
things, the things of time ^d sense, are so real, 
so present, so engrossing, that there is no escap- 
ing them. It is allowed that they are all this, 
and that they must be attended to — but are 
they eternal ? Do we live here always ? Do 
even the oldest of us live here long ? And if 
we do not, and if there is a state of being after 

E 2 
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death, in which we must live for ever, is it not 
common wisdom to prepare for it ? 

A death-bed is the test — ^the only test of 
truth. Did any one ever, then, remark with 
bitterness upon religious enthusiasm? Was 
any one ever, then, heard to say that he had 
thought too much on these things, been too 
cautious, too much afraid of temptation, too 
wary, too guarded ? On the contrary, in pro- 
portion to the conflict, has not the joy been 
great? « I have fought the good fight." 
Fought — and fight. Do the words mean any 
thing or nothing ? and if any thing, is it not 
every thing ? Is it not the daily, hourly, mo- 
mentary combat with nature which the man in 
earnest must engage in — ^the man who never 
slumbers on his post, but hails an enemy in 
every thought that would enslave him to the 
love of earth — that earth in which he feels him- 
self a probationer and a pilgrim, and which he 
walks in as a stranger ? 

But is this labour without profit, this toil 
without reward? No; the sacred Book that 
teaches him to prepare for, and to expect it as 
his allotted work, promises him also a recom- 
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that religion, the most important, the most 
essential, and certainly the most difficult of 
subjects, to be practically understood, is the 
only one in which a human being can be in- 
formed without study, and skilful without exer- 
cise ? Do we judge in any other case as we 
judge in this ? If a person is to gain a prize in 
any kind of competition, he makes some prepa- 
ration, and giyes himself up in a greater or less 
degree to the consideration of what is expected 
from him. But in religion the mind is averted 
from its object, it cannot, because it will not, 
understand it. '^ The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, they are 
foolishness unto him.*' 

It is not then surprising that, in diis state of 
spiritual ignorance, those who seek an under- 
standing in divine things, should be considered 
as enthusiasts, or that any strictly scriptural 
views and professions should be depreciated 
and condemned as injurious to society. They 
are injurious, most unquestionably to worldly 
society. They come too home — ^they strike too 
deeply at the root of sin — which is a love of 
pleasure mistaken for happiness. With this 



RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 79 

insatiable desire Christianity holds no pariey-^ 
she demands an entire surrender, a complete 
sacrifice of self, that idol to which the heart 
pays such devout and unremitting homage. 
Once having set the hand to the plough, she 
admits of no turning back. And here we may 
discover one radical cause of the hostility which 
genuine religion so commonly excites. The 
mind has a dislike to difficulty, and hence its 
resistance to any principle which requires efforts. 
It is quite obvious that a knowledge of religion 
is not an easy acquisition. Nothing is easy 
that is truly desirable. It is not easy to be a 
good painter, or poet, or musician. It is not 
easy to acquire wealth by honest means ; and 
can we imagine we are to obtain ** glory and 
honour and immortality," merely by wishing 
for it? " The wedding-garment" must be 
bought with toil, and tears, and trouble. " For 
we wrestle not," says St. Paul, ** against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places." 

This conflict is far from a slight one; but 
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80 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

religion demands that we engage in it. She 
will not hear of a compromise. Yet mibending 
and stedfast as are her requirements, she makes 
the most compassionate allowance for the frail- 
ties of her faithful followers. One ever lives to 
intercede for his sincere disciples; but he 
demands that they be sincere— that they be 
believers in all that he hots done, and all that 
he has yet to do for them. He enlists them 
under his banner to wage unceasing war with 
their own corruptions, and with the enemy of 
their souls; he commands them to '* abhor 
that which is evil, and cleave to that which is 
good ;" and when the force of temptation pre* 
vails against the infirmity of nature, he bids 
them mourn with bitterness their fall, a com- 
mand which needs no repetition — for bitterly 
indeed they do bemoan it. No sophistry can 
ever prevail upon the true Christian to adopt the 
common but fatal error of believing that his 
sins can be made the subject of compassion to 
his Maker. He knows that in the sight of a 
pure and holy God, his iniquities must ever be 
hateful. No motion of pride or self-conceit in- 
troduces petulant inquiries why this is so. Hu- 
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mility forbids it — ^faith forbids it. He takes 
the Word of God simply and singly — ^believes it 
because he has said it, and silences all doubts 
by the pious supplication, ^* What I know not, 
teach thou me !" 

It is sufficient for him to know that " there is 
a fountain opened for sin," into which he may 
plunge his polluted soul, not seven times, but 
seventy times seven — ^nor let the opposer of 
this doctrine say that it opens a door to licen- 
tiousness. With the faithless and the deceiver 
it may be so. It is to be expected that the arch 
apostate, who poisoned from the first the beau- 
ties of this fair creation, and debased the noble 
creature that was placed here to enjoy them, 
should infuse his venom into the doctrines of 
redemption, and try to turn that grand and 
glorious gift to the purposes most accordant to 
his fallen nature. But the true believer can 
never participate in sentiments so adverse, so 
abhorrent to that pure and holy Spirit for which 
he supplicates as for his life. 

It is that Spirit which teaches him to loathe 
the indwelling corruption which, till he puts off 
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his earthly tabernacle, he daily feels, with an- 
guish of heart, he cannot totally esdape froin. 

It is that Spirit which makes him cry with 
groanings that cannot be uttiered, *' O wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death ?" And it is that Spirit 
which, when bitter dnd unjust accusations op- 
press and harass him, occasions the indignant 
but animated demand of the apostle to burst 
from his lips — '' What! shall' we continue iA 
sin, that grace may abound ? God forbid * !" ' 

* Rom. vi. 1, 2. 



CHAPTER V. 

OK RELIGION AS A PERSONAL CONCERN. 



" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mmd is 
stayed upon Thee." — Isa. xxvi. 3. 

It appears rather an injudicious, though a well 
intended plan, when inculcating moral lessons 
upon young minds, to underrate the attractions 
of worldly pleasures. Let us give them their 
due measure of importance ; let us speak of 
them as they are, as potent in seducing and 
in captivating the senses. No representation 
to the contrary can have any chance of being 
believed by the young and ardent, who are un- 
chastized by sorrow, uninfluenced by religious 
principle, and uninformed by experience. 

The hour for successfully admonishing the 
mind, is not that which ushers it in the full 
glow of youth, panting for the chace after hap- 
piness ; but that which follows, when, though 
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fatigued and exhausted with the vain pursuit, 
and continually mocked and disappointed with 
grasping at shadows^ it is still rashing with 
eagerness to seize on every object that promises 
enjoyment. 

The hour of disappointment is the hour for 
instruction. There is an energy and force in 
truth which will eventually prevail ; though it 
must be confessed that its triumph is very often 
delayed and impeded by the ill-timed and in- 
discreet efforts of its votaries to render it suc- 
cessful. Like unskilful practitioners in medicine^ 
they neither watch nor wait for the crisis of the 
disease, but pour in their remedies without dis- 
cernment, and consequently without advantage. 
But this is seldom the case if care is taken to 
mark with precision, and treat with tenderness, 
those yearnings after consolation which, from 
the profoundest depths of suffering, the human 
heart yet heaves. 

It is the mere romance of imagination to speak 
of voluntarily indulged grief. No living being 
is voluntarily unhappy. No creature that ex- 
ists can, by the very constitution of its nature, 
do otherwise than endeavour to the utmost of 
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its ability, to extricate itself from sensations of 
misery. There may be a natural insensibility 
of mind which is quiet under grief, as it would 
be quiet under joy ; and which makes no efforts 
to regain its lost happiness, because it makes 
no efforts about any thing ; but, to an ardent 
character, this quietude in misfortune is totally 
impossible ; it would be more insupportable 
than the misfortune itself. The forcible lan- 
guage of Scripture well compares the state of 
such a person to that of a wild animal entan- 
gled in a net. The strength of resistance in- 
creases with the sense of its uselessness ; whilst 
the rebellious will, like a ferocious beast, ex- 
hausted, though not subdued, pauses in its 
efforts only to renew them with augmented 
force. Well do those know, who have watched 
by the side of a sufferer of this character, what 
pity, what forbearance, what calm and resolute 
judgment are requisite to prevent the impulses 
of compassion from being overpowered by in* 
dignation, at beholding the degrading triumph 
which crowns the passions conquerors over 
reason. 
The Christian only, in imitationof his divine 
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Master, beholds these wounded feelings, and 
puts forth the hand of pity to bind them up and 
heal them. If released hiinself from their tor* 
ture, he looks with tenfold commiseration on 
those who are still galled by their irritating 
fetters. If still condemned to make a daily 
warfare against their power, he sympathizes 
with tenderness in a fate so similar to his own. 
He lets the tempest of the passions work ; it 
is indeed an awful storm, he trembles to behold 
it; but in the ravages it leaves behind, his 
most successful lesson lives. Then, as a thought- 
ful man, who meditates beside the ocean, on 
whose troubled breast the vestiges of last night^s 
awful storm in many a mangled wreck are float- 
ing, he calls his children to behold the work of 
passion. He bids them view the sacrifice and 
count the cost, and reckon up their gains. 
What can they reckon? Where is the beauty, 
where the talents, where the seducing charms 
they took with them to gild the morning of 
enchanting youth ? Where the distinction and 
the fame they sought as their sole earthly good ? 
Where are their pleasures ? There lies sobriety 
of character, there domestic peace, there do- 
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mestic duties, there the precious gifts of health, ' 
of talents and of time, there the solid virtues, 
truth and honesty, there the blessed fhiits of 
virtue, peace, and joy — squandered, bartered, 
thrown away ; for what ? a phantom ! the sha- 
dow of a shade ! " Where are your brilliant 
conquests now ?" our monitor inquires. " Whwe 
is the splendid ball-room filled with admiring 
crowds ? Where is the theatre in which an 
audience moved as by a simultaneous unpulse 
to gaze upon their favourite's entrance ? They 
still exist ; the dear deceiving world and all its 
false delights are still the same ; they are not 
altered ; they beckon still for fresh disciples to 
their cause. But not for you, poor ruined 
creatures ! Your race is ended ; your career 
is run ; some newer, younger, lovelier favourite 
claims their notice : no smiles of welcome can 
they give you now, still less can they afford you 
tears. 'Tis true that you are bankrupt in their 
service ; but they gave you all they had to 
give, and wherefore do you mourn it was n^t 
more? They promised pleasure^ not happi- 
ness; they promised mirth, not cheerfulness; 
they promised distinction, not contentment; 
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they promised for the present, not for the future. 
They know no future, neither do those who 
follow them. Then why this blank amazement 
as you view your desolated state ? ' No strange 
thing has befallen you/ It is a consequence 
attendant on a cause ; it is a result as infallible 
from given circumstances, as is the proof of 
any numerical calculation ; it remains with 
you to make it a means to the noblest and the 
happiest end." 

There are a race of beings in the world, yes, 
even in this folse deceiving world, who still are 
happy. You thirst for happiness ; it was that 
raging thirst slaking its ardour at poUuted 
streams, which poisoned all your peace; then 
muse awhile and judge how it occurred that 
these humble unpretending people gained what 
you so totally have missed. The simple cause 
you will find to be this. They desired to believe 
in the word of revelation ; they prayed to be 
enabled to believe in it ; and their prayers were 
answered, for they did believe in it. They then 
discovered in its plain and simple statements, 
the whole secret of human destiny, and human 
happiness; they had a practical knowledge 
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that it was indeed what it proclaimed itself to 
be, " the secret of the Lord," which is only to 
be found " with those who fear him." They 
did not receive as words without meaning such 
declarations as these : " How oft is the candle 
of the wicked put out ; and how oft cometh 
their destruction upon them? God distributeth 
sorrows in his anger." Job xxi. 17. They 
beheld it done in innumerable instances ; they 
saw that his word was faithful and true, and 
that his works corroborated it. Did they not 
then tremble at offending this great and glorious 
God, who declares that *' the wicked is reserved 
for the day of destruction ? and that they shall 
be brought forth to the day of wrath ?" Job xxi. 
30. They surely did ; thus exemplifying the 
first principles of a sound judgment, which re« 
strained them from seeking their chief good in 
any thing but God ; and prompted them to 
act upon the assurance that " the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge." Upon 
this foundation they erected their felicity ; walk- 
ing by faith and not by sight, they used the 
world as not abusing it, knowing that the time 
was short. What then to them were its en- 



90 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

snaring pleasures? were they trifles despised 
and disdained, renounced without effort, and 
passed over without comment ? No, not so ! 
They were beings df like passions with you ; 
and think you they were inaccessible to the 
like temptations ? Think you the ardent feel- 
ings of youth were not as vehement and impe- 
rative in their case as in yours? Think you 
that the force and fire of an impetuous. temper, 
the wanderings of a wild imagination, the 
strength and activity of a headstrong and rebel- 
lious will gave them no trouble, no resistance, 
no exertion ? Alas ! how blindly do you judge, 
if thus you judge ! Bom alike the fallen chil- 
dren of a fallen race, the same in guilty and 
disordered natures, the same in eagerness to 
seek their rest in vanity and sin, the same as 
yours had been their fate, if faith^ the blessed 
gift of God, had not restored and saved them. 
Once having faith, they felt that they had every 
thing. They believed that what the Scripture^ 
described to be their chiefest good was really 
so. They believed the ways of religion were 
ways of pleasantness, and that all her paths 
were peace. They believed those ways in their 
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first onset to be strait and narrow ; their Lord 
had told them so, and it sufficed. They beUeved 
they had a warfare to endure, for that was pro- 
mised them ; they felt experimentally, that he 
that would be the disciple of the Saviour, must 
daily take up his cross. Then daily did they 
take it up, in the renunciation of self, the mor- 
tification of desire, the emancipation of the will. 
The work was hard, but they expected it to be 
so. They were not promised ease and gratifi- 
cation, and pleasure, and sensual delights ; on 
the contrary they were called to endure hard- 
ships, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, to fight 
manfully under his banner, and to go forth 
without the camp bearing his reproach; to be 
stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord ; and why ? why was diis 
labour, why this endurance, why this resistance 
unto death against the strongest and most cla- 
morous solicitations of flesh and blood ; why this 
agonizing conflict, why this daily death of an 
unruly will, this '^ never-ending, still begin- 
ning'' warfare ? Simply for this reason ; for- 
asmuch as they knew that their labour was not 
in vain in the Lord. Yes they ^netp it. They 
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knew that every promise of reward '* was with 
him yea, and with him amen/' 

And think not that even here, their lot is one 
of unsweetened toil ! They have joys that the 
world knows nothing of. Their simple sincerity 
of faith is the key which unlocks for theniy for 
their individual use, the treasury of '* rich and 
precious promises/' with which God has vouch- 
safed to bless his believing children. They 
dwell not in that broad and barren field of 
generalities, in which mere nominal Christians 
wander so bewildered, seeking in vain for spi- 
ritual food and consolation. It is no more a 
miracle to the real believer, that God should 
guide and govern and dispose, according to His 
sovereign will, of his spiritual, than of his bodily 
interests. He knows how small a part he him- 
self takes in sustaining and nourishing the one, 
beyond the simple means of food and raiment. 
He knows not how the vital functions of ex- 
istence perform their office, nor how they are 
enabled to perform them ; yet life is supported 
without his dictate or direction ; he knows that 
there is a mysterious cause acting constantly 
upon him, distinctly, separately, individually. 
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Thus it is in his corporeal, and thus he believes 
it to be in his spiritual frame. He conceives 
of it as a mystery, but not the less a fact. He 
observes that he is surrounded by mysteries. 
He cannot take a step without encountering a 
mystery — ^he cannot lift his hand to his head 
without a mystery. He could not use his judg- 
ment in one case in ten, if he withheld its exer- 
cise till he had solved a mystery. He perceives 
that in innumerable instances he is compelled to 
assent to what he cannot understand, and is 
satisfied to be convinced without argument, 
when the case is obviously beyond the reach of 
argument. He is aware, to use the emphatic 
words of Mr. Cecil, that '* there is but one 
beaten, consecrated tract to glory, in which the 
scholar knows by believing, ascends by humili- 
ation, and conquers by suffering." 

He then ^* knows by believing" — he knows 
that God's ways are not as man's ways ; and 
that if therefore it has been according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to permit the creature 
of his power to be disciplined with trial, and 
exercised with painful labour, in the subjuga- 
tion of an evil nature, it is but one amongst a 
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multitude of mysteries, to which he meekly 
bows, in humble acquiescence and submission. 
Enough is given to illuminate, to comfort, and 
to delight him. To illuminate, O how far be- 
yond the richest page of human learning, the 
richest stores of human intellect. He acquaints 
himself with God, and is at peace. What 
other lore produces such a heavenly result as 
this? What other acquisition brings with it 
such a fund of mental wealth as this ? The 
^' wise ones of the earth" are fools, when brought 
in competition with the man who studies and 
believes his Bible. They see indeed the second 
causes work — they see what sense discloses — 
what the visual orb beholds ; but they perceive 
not the mighty mover of these causes, " they 
regard not the Lord, neither do they consider 
the operation of his hands." But "they thai 
seek the Lord understand all things *." Grow- 
ing in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the believer grows also in every 
intellectual gift. Again, to use the forcible 
language of Mr. Cecil, " True grace," he says, 

* Prov. xzviiit 5* 
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*' is a growing princi^e. The Christian grows 
in discernment : a child may play with a ser- 
pent, but ihe man gets as far from it as he can : 
a child may taste poison, but the man will not 
su&r a speck of poison near him. He grows 
in hundlity ; the blad^ shoots up boldly, and 
the young ear keeps erect with confidence ; but 
the full com in the ear inclines itself towards 
the earth, not because it. is feebler, but because 
it is more matured. He grows in strength; 
the new wine ferments and frets ; but the old 
wine acquires a body and firmness *.'* 

The man is wise, because adopting the coun^ 
sel of St. Paul, ** he becstaie a fool, in order 
that he might become wise." He became 
humble, lowly, teachable, obedient, feeling that 
he knew nothing as he ought to know— -he 
sought wisdom of God, and he, accoiding to his 
gracious promise, has given it to him. 

He identifies his own case with those which 
he is assured ^* were written for his learning :" 
he re^ds not as a mere figure of speech the lan- 
guage of Isaiah, '< they that wait upon the 

* Remains, p. 179. 
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Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary : and they shall walk and not 
faint ♦." 

Nor does he peruse as a string of formal sup- 
plications the whole of the 119th Psalm; the 
most energetic, sublime, and impassioned prayer 
for divine teaching, that the heart of man can 
breathe ; and such a prayer as no unrenewed 
heart could have breathed. He makes these 
petitions his own^-he recognizes his own wants, 
his own weaknesses, in every aspiration of the 
Psalmist, and feels that there is a transaction 
carrying on between his soul and its Maker, as 
real, as single, and as personal, as if every 
other human being were swept away, and he 
alone left upon the face of the earth. Upon no 
other foundation could his faith for a single 
moment stand. Upon no other ground could 
he make head against any one of his corrup- 
tions; upon no other view could he contem- 
plate life without disgust, or death without dis* 
may. But the very instant in which he can 

• l8a.zL31. 



RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 97 

truly say *' God is my portion," " the Lord is 
my shepherd,** he has done with doubt — he 
rests upon the bosom of Omnipotence, and 
** come what, come may," his treasure is secure, 
for it is above the storms of fate — ^it is in hea- 
ven. Would you then be blessed as he is 
blessed, believe as he has believed. Come to 
the study of your Bible with a praying heart — 
a trusting heart — a simple and a humble heart. 
Gome to it as a sinner, or come not at all. It 
is no book for you if you go to the perusal of it 
in any other character: but if subdued and 
contrite, touched and melted into penitence, 
you wish to make its comforts and its counsels 
yours, come! freely come! it is a book ad- 
dressed to you — as singly and as solely addressed 
to you, as if none other lived to benefit by read- 
ing it. Holy prophets and apostles of old were 
inspired for your instruction. The Saviour him- 
self prayed individually for you the night before 
he suffered, if you have faith to receive him on 
the testimony of those who were appointed to 
spread his Gospel. " Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
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me through their word*." Now, ev^n now, 
perhaps, his Holy Spirit strivea within you, and 
urges yott to seek him while he may be found. 
stifle not that blessed influence— quench not 
that heavenly spark— ask like the trembling 
Paul, *' Lord, what wouldest thou have me to 
do ?" Intreat with David — *^ O send out thy 
light and thy trudi, let them lead me V Hest 
not another moment of your life in that fatal 
and too common delusion, that religion it a 
general more than a personal concern, and that 
the great God of heaven and earth cannot be 
moved or influenced by supplication. 

Religion is undoubtedly a matter of genoral 
concern ; but only as it is of individual moment; 
only as it is made up of personal interests. No^ 
thing can be so deadly to the welfare of the 
soul as to rest upon generalities in a case of 
such immense importance. No error can be so 
manifestly preposterous — and, were it not for 
its most awful consequences, none could be eoan-* 
sidered so absurd. That your particular course 



^ Johni^vii, 
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of conduct is countenanced by the example of 
Cbousands and of millions, can never prove it to 
be a right course, — and however comfortable a 
fedse view of things may render it in this world 
to have a multitude of associates in guilt and 
folly, and wrong opinions, it is a comfort which 
must end at the gates of death. Those dismal 
portals must be passed alone; there all com- 
panionship ceases ; there you must transact 
with God for yourself! O what a moment in 
which to begin this awful communion !— -well 
might the prophet say, " Prepare to meet thy 
God V* Prepare whilst yet on hearing, read- 
ing, praying ground — join not the multitude to 
do evil — ^they will be no multitude for you when 
stretched upon your dying bed. Let them, 
then, be nothing to you now. It was for you 
that Christ died — it was for you that his Gospel 
is preached — ^it was for you that the Scriptures 
were written — " that through patience and com- 
fort of them you might have hope." It is to 
plead and to intercede for you, that Jesus lives 
at the right hand of God. It was to comfort 
you that such exceeding rich and precious pro- 
mises were given. Do but realize them by an 
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act of faith, and it may be said of you, in the 
lan^age of St. Paul, '* all things are yours ; 
whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are yours. And ye are 
Christ's, and Christ is God's *." 

• 1 Cor. m. 21—23. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ON THE LOSS OF OPPORTUNITIES. 



*' Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might ; for there is no work, nor deiice, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither thou goest." 
EccLES. iz. 10. 

In retracing the events of departed years, there 
generally mingles with many other painful feel- 
ings, a sentiment of remorse for the loss of 
various opportunities of a beneficial- change of 
circumstances which might happen to accom- 
pany them. 

It is not unprofitable to a thoughtful muid 
to dwell in its own instance, and also in that of 
others, upon the train of ideas' to which this 
common feeling of self-reproach gives birth. 

In the case of those whose religious principles 
are loose and undefined, this retrospective act 
of the mind commonly fixes upon the strong 
point of worldly interest; and as that has-been 
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obstructed or advanced by any negligence in 
the use of opportunities, in the same proportion 
is the strength of self-accusation; and it is 
curious to remark upon such occasions, how 
often those who are apparently the nearest to' 
the end of their career, and to whom it will 
shortly be of no consequence whatever, whe- 
ther they lived rich or poor, in high rank or in 
low, are to be heard amongst the most vehe- 
ment of self-reprovers, and the most sincere of 
penitents, for every oversight of which they 
were guilty in not availing themselves of such 
advantages as were offered to their acceptance. 

'* Ah ! if I had bought that field," exclaims 
the covetous possessor of already more than he 
can occupy, ^^ I might now have been worth 
so many thousands." 

*^ Had I but followed up that business,'' 
observes the ambitious man, ^' I might now 
have been distinguished by rank and title." 

*' Had I but accepted such or such pro* 
posals," sighs the faded coquette, ^' I might 
now have been riding in my coach and four !" — 
In short, ** had / but done this or that, the 
bias of my fate would have been totally dif- 
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ferent, and I should have enjoyed a far more 
ample share of happiness." 

Such is the language of the worldly mind ; 
and it k reasonable to expect that it should be 
so. But worldly persons are those who gaze 
through a labyrinth at distant and confused 
objects, amidst which the prominent point of 
self-interest alone engages their notice. But 
how miscalled — ^how misunderstood the term ! 
What is the real interest of a rational, an im- 
mortal being, and what is the injury to that 
interest which he has the most cause to de- 
plore ? Can it be the loss of wealth which he 
can carry with him no further than the grave ? 
Can it be the loss of honours which are then 
also to be relinquished ? Can it, in short, be 
any thing which has upon it the marks of no- 
thingness and decay, as all things have which 
relate only to a world from which we are con- 
tinually passing away ? 

There can be no comparison in the remorse 
which is due to any neglect upon these sub- 
jects, and that which ought to accompany 
a consciousness of having failed to use the 
opportunities that may have occurred for the 
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improvement of the concerns which relate to 
-eternity. 

Such opportunities cannot fail to have of- 
fered themselves to most persons who have 
made any progress in the career of life. Upon 
a subject that presents such variety, it would 
be impossible to enter into detail. 

There is, however, one species of opportunity 
for spiritual improvement, which few have not 
had presented to them. I mean that which 
results from affliction; and, as the Christian 
considers this to be one which more directly 
and manifestly proceeds from the hand of God, 
it is one on which he bestows the most serious 
and devout attention ; and it is the Christian 
alone who can truly be benefitted by any review 
of the past. Nothing but a religious principle, 
and a very strong religious principle, can render 
endurable this painful process of the mind. 

It is not, perhaps, uncommon to hear persons 
protesting with a sentiment of thankfulness 
that, in looking back upon the past, they find 
no cause for self-reproach ; but these are per- 
sons with whom we have nothing to do ; we 
presume that we are addressing a class of 
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beings who, in professing and calling them- 
selves Christians, are in some measure sensible 
of the humility and contrition which their code 
of morahty so forcibly inculcates. In the best 
of. his actions the devout believer finds much 
matter for humiliation ; much ground to pro- 
nounce himself ^^ an unprofitable servant." It 
is to this person that a review of past existence, 
with all its varieties of incident and means of 
change, presents a book, than which (except 
the Bible) none can be more beneficially pe- 
rused. '^ At that turning point of life," he 
says, '^ I first thought upon God. — That cross 
— that disappointment — ^that affliction was the 
leading step." 

This is a. view of sorrow which sanctifies it 
to its proper use. It is making the opportunity 
serve its appointed end. And what an oppor- 
tunity ! sent from heaven to wean man from 
his folly. '^ Lo ! all these things worketh God 
oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul 
from the pit, to be enlightened with the light 
of. the living*." " Affliction is only God's 

• Job zziiiL 29, 80. 
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speaking louder/' says good Mr. Adam, but, 
alas ! '^ God speaketh once, yea twice, yet 
man perceiveth it not •." 

Amongst the events of life, none generally 
make so vivid, but so transient an impression, 
as those which inflict suffering. They are, in 
truth, like the lightning's flash '^ which is 
gone ere we can say it lightens/' Doubtless it 
is the result of a merciful law in the constitution 
of our nature, that the idea of pain should not 
be permitted, by dwelling upon the memory 
after the reality has passed away, to harass us 
with imaginary, as well as actual misery. But, 
as the means of conducting us to the knowledge 
of the truth— of weaning us from vanity, and 
of loosening the ties which bind us to the love 
of earthly things, it is well to prolong the re- 
membrance of sorrow-i^it is well to make the 
most of such an opportunity — to strive at main- 
taining the subdued and contrite spirit, which, 
by the blessing of divine grace, generally ac- 
companies misfortune— *to preserve the heart 
and aflections in that softened state which 

• Job xxxiU. 14. 
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renders them prompt to take the mould of reli- 
gion ; since such an occasion once lost, though 
apt enough to return^ as the vicissitudes of life 
too truly prove, returns to a mind which the 
woiid has hardened — which time has seared, 
and which offers but a sterile soil to the good 
seed of the heavenly husbandman. 

It is a melancholy, but an indisputable fact, 
that affliction, when it fails to soften the heart, 
tends to harden and deprave it. It cannot be 
neutral in its operations. It presents means 
which it remains with us to use in the service 
of God or of Satan ; and let us never be re- 
luctant to investigate on which side we have 
engaged their operation. Let us suppose the 
case (in early life it is a very common one) 
of a disappointed attachment ; under whatever 
circumstances it may occur, it presents an oc- 
casion of turning the heart to God* Admitting 
that it is of a kind (as it often is) which renders 
it to all but the parties concerned, a blessing, 
rather than a disappointment — ^that from the 
wilfulness, or imprudence, or inconsistency that 
accompanies it, but small commiseration ap- 
pears to be its due; still the fact of its pro- 

F 6 



108 RELIGIOUS TII0U6HT9. 

ducing sorrow is not to be questioned ; and if 
this sorrow be increased by feelings of remorse 
for misconduct, there is an additional induce- 
ment for die wounded mind to renounce the 
vanities that have deceived it, and rise to the 
contemplation of something better. It has 
cause for humiliation — it has an occasion for 
its exercise — ^for the exercise of a meek and 
lowly temper ; a disposition of heart, which, in 
the sight of God, is of great price. 

But where a sense of disappointment is not 
thus painfully augmented by remorse, it has 
still the same tendency, when rightly used,, to 
sanctify the heart and subdue the will. Young 
persons require such lessons. Every thing in 
youth . tends to foster, self-complacency ; . an 
assurance of success accompanies every under- 
taking ; the pride of life is then at its height ; 
and whilst the snares of strong and undisci- 
plined affections beset them on every side, the 
sacred caution to. '^ keep the heart with all 
diligence,** is unheard and unheeded. There, 
where lies the seed of evil — the root of pfussion 
— the beginning of crimes-there, where . the 
character is hourly forming, and the individual 
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training for happiness or misery, even as relates 
to this life — there, where the mischief is most 
deadly, it is too commonly undetected and 
unopposed. A bewitching loveliness hangs 
upon the dreams of a young and ardent ima- 
gination. It feels a capacity for happiness, 
which clamours for indulgence ; and. this sweet 
object asks its notice — and that — ^and that — 
till the deluded heart luxuriates in its treasury 
of bliss, and wonders what is meant by sorrow. 

It may be observed that this is natural, but 
we confidently reply, that it is. not the less 
dangerous, or the less to be discouraged on 
that account. '' The natural mind,'' we are 
told from high authority, '^ is enmity against 
God ;" and we soon perceive that it actually is 
so. We soon perceive to what this buoyancy 
of spirits conducts, unless it be tempered with 
divine grace ; — and amongst the many exqui- 
site sorrows that '' flesh is heir to," perhaps 
few exceed in bitterness those which spring 
from the indulgence of an ardent and restless 
imagination. 

The case we have supposed of disappointed 
affections, is most commonly to be traced up 
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to this source. Young persons seldom love 
wisely — ^however ardently; and there are few 
of them, if sincere, who would not, in after 
life, look back with emotions of dissatisfaction, 
upon the mistaken manner in which they had, 
upon this point, permitted fancy to usurp the 
place of reason. But whilst many may have 
cause for regret, whose low and defective views 
prevent their sanctifying such regret to its 
proper use, it is to be hoped that some may be 
found, whom this very painful path of tribu- 
lation has led directly to the gate of heaven. 
It cannot be doubted, that in the backward 
glance of memory, many persons are enabled 
to trace their first experience in the mysterious 
ways of Providence, to the sufferings of a dis- 
appointed heart. There can scarcely, in the 
variety of ways in which it pleases God to 
Ivork upon the souls of his creatures, be any 
more effective. The feelings are softened — 
the heart is tender — ^broken — and subdued — 
the prop on which it leaned is gone — it wants 
support — it wants an object, since that on 
which it so fondly reposed is taken away — it 
pines for consolation— *but believes that there 
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is none — it looks round for it — ^but with a 
hopelessness that borders on despair.-— There 
was but one — ^but one dear cherished object — 
it is gone — and what is life ? — ah, what is life ^ 
the sick heart asks with tears. In other griefs 
much may yet remain to charm the senses, 
and amuse the fancy ; but a disappointment of 
this kind casts a withering blight on every 
blossom of imagination— on every bud of hope. 
The world is no longer that land of promise 
which the fond enthusiast painted it — ^but a 
waste and howling wilderness — a dreary void 
— a scene of desolation, from which the weary 
spirit pants to be emancipated. 

Ah ! what a season for religious thought ! 
What a moment for the <' still small voice !" 
What an interval for the gracious influence of 
God's good Spirit ! What an hour for Him to 
speak, whose voice the stormy winds and waves 
obeyed ! 

You ask for comfort— for shelter from the 
storms of fate that beat so rudely on your 
defenceless head. You walk upon the waves 
of misfortune — and are about to sink. But 
see he stretches forth his hand — he calls you 
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to approach*— he bids you, ** Come/' Alas ! 
like faithless Peter, you doubt his power ; and 
why is . this ? Why must this blessed oppor- 
tunity, which courts you to accept it, why 
must it fade away, unvalued and unused ? 
Why should it be permitted to augment the 
anguish of remorse which waits upon the re- 
membrance of neglected advantages ? 

" Alas !" you cry, " it was but the indul- 
gence of a fond affection — but this I asked — 
and that for a creature so worthy of it ! — Life 
was but gilded by its presence — social commu- 
nion only dear by its discourse—its smile my 
solace — its tenderness my treasure. — It was 
but the continuance of this I asked !" Well 
might our. heavenly Master reprove the mis- 
guided requests of his disciples — well might he 
caution them, ** ye know not what ye ask*' — 
'^ ye. know not what spirit ye are of!" — and 
well might they implore him, '' Lord teach us 
how to pray !" How often have prayers been 
addressed to the throne of grace which, . if 
fulfilled, would issue in the most tremendous 
SQrrows ! 
. In the instance before us, the misguided 
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being prays for. the continuance of an. imagined 
blessing ; but what does the very prayer imply ? 
A supplication for the continuance of a snare^ 
which is chaining the heart to an earthly idol 
— ^which is. making the. centre of attachment 
this poor perishing world, and is exciting the 
inordinate affection which the word of God 
forbids, and which reason proves that the ob». 
jects of this world can neyer requite or satisfy 
— which is interposing an unceasing obstruc- 
tion in the way of all communion between God 
and the soul, unfitting it. for the enjoyment of 
pure: and simple pleasures here, and totally 
disabling it for that state of calm, and tranquil 
thought, which inclines it to pursue the occu- 
pations that are qualified to prepare it for a 
better world hereafter.. 

We have dwelt, perhaps something too long, 
upon this instance of a valuable opportunity, 
because it appeared to be, especially in early 
life, of more frequent occurrence than- many 
others. 

But as Mr. Cecil justly remarks, '* a volume 
might be written on the various methods which 
God has taken, in his providence, to lead men 
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first to think of Him." A fit of sickness, the 
loss of a dear friend, an awakening sermon, a 
powerfully written book, are circumstances 
which must repeatedly have made appeals to 
the hearts and consciences of most persons, pre^^ 
senting opportunities the most precious that can 
be named. But, precious as they are, few are 
the minds that deplore their loss. The broad 
points of worldly interest stand in the fore- 
ground of the scenes which memory pictures, 
whilst the realities of heayen and immortality, 
though the most sublime of objects, yet shrouded 
by the clouds of passion, are but feebly defined, 
if not wholly lost to view. 

But there is an hour of truth to all, an hour 
wh^i the darkness of error yields to the light of 
conscience. Though long delayed, the sun of 
righteousness will rise on all created beings, 
revealing the truth. Blessed are those to whom 
he comes '* with healing in his wings." But 
what must be the anguish of those to whom his 
beams disclose but sights of horror ! sights of 
lost talents, that might have worked for heaven 
— of hours^ and days, and years worse than 
neglected i To contemplate this, to think but 
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for an instant of the veil of passion raised by 
death, and the misguided sinner waking in eter- 
nity, and gazing upon truth — truth that he 
wottld not hear of — ^would not look upon in life 
— disdaining her simplicity, and loathing her 
demands. She was severe, perhaps, but only 
in a momentary glance. Pursued and grasped, 
she would have turned upon her follower a 
countenance indeed of awful majesty, but 
hourly melting into beauty and to love. For- 
saken and despised, her hour of triumph come, 
(and come it must — ^the dominion of truth must 
be established in this world or the next) how 
awful is her victory ! O what a face she wears 
—with what a voice she speaks ! Her guilty 
foe averts his horror-stricken sight. He asks 
for mercy, but, wretched suppliant, he asks ii| 
vain. Death has sealed his doom — his false 
betrayer comes no more between that awful 
form and him — or comes but to demand his 
victim — his willing, self-devoted victim. Now 
where is his rock of refuge, where is his Savi- 
our? 

His Saviour !-^miserable man I'— Ais Saviour! 
what, did Jesus die for him, whose whole exist- 
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ence was a scoff and mockery of his very name?' 
for him whose heavy reckoning is perhaps aug- 
mented by the rebels he has made against the 
cause of Christ ? This were, indeed, to mock 
the name of justice.. No ; he must pay the 
price that falsehood asks, the price of his im- 
^ mortal soul. O but for one — ^but one of those 
unheeded opportunities that now come back 
from the abyss of years, to tell him of their 
value — to tell him- how insanely they were cast 
away. Those, gifts, that mind, that under- 
standing,, that capacity to comprehend and 
grasp the. truth, that influence and power to 
recommend it. to the choice of others — his- 
health — ^his wealth — his. youth — his strength — 
not a precious gift of' God,, but comes with its 
upbraidings. Can we not well imagine that, 
as, some one has. forcibly remarked, " hell, is 
truth seen too late ?" Can we indeed doubt 
that *^ the worm that never dies, the fire that 
never is quenched," figuratively represents those 
unceasing gnawings of remorse, those undying 
flames of an accusing conscience, which we may 
conceive to be the portion of an impenitent sin- 
ner, when departed days shall rise with their 
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fearful register of abused advantages and neg- 
lected opportunities, to overwhelm him with 
dismay ? It is an opportunity of spiritual im- 
provementy then, which it the most behoves us 
to seize with the greatest avidity. This is, in 
truth, the ** one thing needful" — " the good 
part which never can be taken away from us,"* 
if we sedulously endeavour to avail ourselves of 
it. A lost estate — ^a lost honour — a lost accom- 
plishment, which timely exertions might have 
made our own, should cl&um from us but small 
r^ret, for these are amongst the things which 
death reduces to nothing. But to have passed 
over an occasion for religious advancement, 
presents a subject for remorse, which is forcibly 
expressed in the words of the prophet — *^ Thine 
own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy 
backslidings shall reprove thee ; know therefore 
and see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that 
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that 
my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord of 
Hosts V 

• Jcr. u. 19, 



CHAPTER VII. 



ON PRATER. 



" Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief." Mark ix. 24. 

The truth of the Scripture narratives is, in few 
circumstailces, more strongly confirmed, than 
in the strokes of nature and feeling which occa*- 
sionally break from the characters of which they 
speak. Brief as they are, they mark with pre« 
cision the state of mind which distinguished the 
subject of them ; and perhaps in no instance is 
this more strikingly exemplified, than in the 
burst of mingled and deep emotion which is 
exhibited in the few words that stand at the 
head of this chapter. 

Our blessed Lord, after discoursing privately 
with his favoured disciples, Peter and James 
and John, on returning to the others, perceived 
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a gre^tt multitude, and the scribes questioning 
with them. He inquires the cause, and is an- 
9wc9red by a person amongst them, that he had 
brought his aon, afflicted from his childhood by 
an eril spirit, and had besought his disciples to 
cast him out, but they could not. 

Jesus haying reproved their want of faith, 
commands that the afflicted person should be 
brought to him, which is done — ^the evil spirit 
at that moment powerfully disturbing him. 

We may conceive the state of the father's 
mind in the pause that ensues, whilst our Lord 
inquires the particulars of the case. We more 
than conceive it— we fully enter into his feel- 
ings, when having answered his question, he 
adds, " But if thou canst do any thing, have 
eQmpassi(^ on us, and help us.'' 

And what is the prompt reply which our 
hearts, in unison with the anxious parenfs 
would suggest, when the compassionate Lord 
cf all thus soothes to rest his natural fears and 

doubts? 

(< If thou canst believe, all things are possible 

to him that believeth.** 

What, but the vivid flash of fervent &ith, 
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ft 

that with tears cries out, ^'Lord, I believe, help 
thou mine unbeHef." 

What a comprehensive prayer ! what a model 
for the soul which knows not, but sincerely 
desires to know, the benefit of salvation ! what 
testimony of a trusting spirit! 

Lord, I believe ! I believe that thou art able 
to save my child— I believe that thou art all- 
wise, all-powerful, all-merciful ; but sin and 
Satan tempt me to despair, nevertheless I 
cleave to thee as to my all — ^help — ^help my 
unbelief ! 

And did he pray in vain ? Do any of us 
pray in vain, who thus come to the feet of the 
Saviour, and ask him to remove the veil of infi- 
delity that shrouds him from our view? O 
never — ^never did this simple but heaven-bom 
supplication, sincerely uttered, fail of acceptance 
and reward. 

But when is it sincerely uttered ? When is 
it &at, like the agonized father in the Gospel, 
we " cry out with tears" for help from our de- 
liverer ? When is it that a sense of want and 
infirmity so powerfully operates ; and till it does 
80 operate, what cani be the strength and value 
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of our supplications ? If there is no desire for 
a gift, how can the entreaty for it be otherwise 
thaa languid ? And here it is to be doubted 
that the sincere supplicants at the throne of grace 
■are but few. As the poet has remarked — 

'' What ▼arious hindrances we meet 
In coming to a mercy-seat." 

But truly may we add with him — 

" Tet who that knows the worth of prayer. 
But wishes to be often there/* 

WhOy indeed! — ^the mind, awakened by the 
sl^htest sense of its helplessness, will readily 
repeat. 

But. when is it thus awakened? Can we 
admit it to be an evidence of an awakened mind, 
merely to adopt certain external forms of devo- 
tion, without regulating the life by steady in- 
fluential principles of religion ? Can we con- 
ceive that a bare consecration of an allotted 
pordon of time to sacred duties, the daily read* 
ing perhaps of a chapter in the Bible, the daily 
repetition of a form of prayer, a regular attend- 

G 
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ance upon &e ordinances of pabUc worship, 
and ^ regular appropriation of a certain portion 
of time and money to works of charity, can 
we indeed believe that this is the whole sum 
and substance of Christianity 7 Such accom- 
paniments of it are doubtless of much value, 
and are, in fact, indispensable, as testimonies 
of faith. But no error is more common than 
that of mistaking a sign for the thing signified, 
— and without fear of contradiction, we may 
venture to affirm, that a regular, and as fieur as 
it goes, an estimaUe rule of life may, and un^ 
questionably in many instances does subsist, in 
minds that are totally insensiUe to the great 
cause in which they imagine themselves to be 
enlisted. 

There is but 'One lest of spiritual life, which 
isthe Word of God. '< To the law and to the 
lestsmony,'' if the life and <!onduct^* speak not 
according to this Word,** it is, as the prophet 
adds^ ^* because there is no light m Ihem^." 

^* For as the Mxa cometh down, and the 
saow 6em heavaii and retumeth not thfthor, 

• Isa. vffi. to. 
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but wateseth tbe earth, and maketh it bring 
fcHTtb and bud^ that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater ; 

^< Soshall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my month; it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall t^pompUsh that which I please, 
and it sh^ prosper in th^ thing whereto I 
sent it ♦." 

Go then« we would say to a candid and 
inquiring mind, (andtoany other than a candid 
mind advice is generally superfluous) go to the 
Holy Scriptures, and like David make them '' a 
lamp unto your feet^ ,and a light unto your 
paths*'' In this particular case of prayer, ex- 
amine yourself by them. Do not dwell upon 
externals; tb^se may obviously be assumed 
by the worst of men. Do not, like the Phari- 
see* recount the number and quality of your 
virtuous deeds, or compare yourself with others 
who may not have your advantages, and con- 
sequently not your responsibility. Outward 
forms are the signs and tokens of the internal 
spirit^ but th^ are not the spirit itself; and it 
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is the Spirit which giveth life to every thing else. 
Do you then come to the duties of private 
devotion as to the exercise of a privilege, or to 
the performance of a task ? Does a sense of 
grievous want and infirmity constrain -you to 
seek the aid of prayer with an urgency that 
compels you to exclaim with David , ^' my soul 
is athirst for God, yea, even for the livmg God! 
when shall I come to appear before God?'' 
When shall I lay down this load of earthliness 
and sin which bow me to the ground ; when 
shall I see him as he is ; when shall I exchange 
this state of thraldom for the '' glorious liberty 
of the children of God ?" Do you recognize 
it to ^ a state of thraldom ; do you feel it 
pressing you in on every side in the shape of 
corrupt inclinations, stubborn tempers, rising 
passions, sordid feelings, and such unceasing 
and innumerable temptations, that, with St. 
Paul, you are ready to cry out, " Oh wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death V and whilst you thus de- 
plore your guilt, do you contemplate with the 
eye of faith the great Captain of your salvation ; 
do you rush to his protectioti; do you cast 
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yourself with tears before hiniy protesting your 
belief : ** Lord I beHeve, help thou mine un- 
belief!" Is this your prayer; this one simple 
supplication? Try yourself by that. Do you 
pour it forth with energetic fervour ; with such 
a fervour as a sincere desire to be a believer in 
Christianity would certainly inspire ? O pause 
awhile, and meditate on this. You will perhaps 
reply that your temperament is calm, and that 
impassioned emotions are to you impossible. 
It is readily admitted that the strength of an 
emotion will considerably vary in different dis- 
positions. But where, it may be asked, is the 
disposition so torpid as to make no efforts to 
obtain what it believes would contribute to its 
happiness ? Contemplate the persons amongst 
your acquaintance whom you consider to be the 
most inaccessible on the side of feeling. When 
their worldly interests are endangered^ do you 
find them sluggish and incapable of exercising 
^lergetic efforts ? It is possible indeed there 
may exist a case of such inveterate indolence or 
imbecility of mind, that no representation of 
danger or difficulty can be made to act upon. 
But this is to be reckoned amongst the extra- 
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ordinary^ not the ordinary course of things. 
We may generally remark that the most apa- 
thetic persons display activity enough in the 
pursuit of what they suppose to be their interest. 
But do not wander long in search of examples; 
in this great question it is wHfa yourself that 
you have the chief concern : then reflect how 
you yourself would act if you were contimally 
beset by cruel enemies, who harassed your 
peace, and render^ existence sometimes bur- 
densome to you, and you knew that the aid of 
a powerful being to deliver you from their attacks 
was always to be procured upon the simple 
condition of your sincerdy asking for it. Would 
you then be languid in joui supplications? 
Probably you stoikf and say tliereis no anidogy 
in such an instance with the subject of prayer. 
But unless you disbelieve the word of God, 
or are very ignorant of your o^^ heai^t, you will 
be compelled to allow that there is an analogy 
in it. However happy your natural temper, 
however eminent your acquired advantages^ you 
will perceive in the innumerable infirmities 
which will cling to you as long as you are in 
the body» many stroag opponents to unmter- 
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rapted tranqdlUty. You may be so bap[»y» 
by the bountiful goodness of Qod, as to possess 
a sweet and even temper, which the untoward 
events of life do not much disturb or irritate. 
If S0| you have an increased demand upon your 
gratitude, but not less upon your vigilance. 
Your peculiar tenqitation is not on that side; 
but do you venture to believe that because it is 
not of a violent or obtrusive kind, that you are 
altogether exempt from temptation? So far 
from it, that probably no person has more need 
to use the prayer of the Psalmist, ** O send 
out thy light and thy truth let them lead me !" 
than he whose gentleness of nature is in danger 
of misleading him to suppose that he is exempt 
from its corruptions. But admitting that ^ou 
believe all is right within you ; that your pas- 
sions are subjected to strict discipline, that no 
wayward bursts of temper ever disturb you ; 
no unholy desires, no envyings, no heart burn- 
ings, no discontent, no unguarded words or 
thoughts to be repented or regretted, have you 
yet nothing to ask with earnestness at the throne 
of grace ? Bring the general state of your af- 
fections to the light of Scripture. *' Thoushalt 
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love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind^ and 
with all thy strength." 

Do you so love him ? do you in any kind or 
degree, proportioned to the demand, so render 
up to Him the affections of your soul ? Again^. 
** Set your afTections on things above, not on 
things on the earth *•" 

Are your affections thus weaned from the 
world, are they thus set upon heaven ? You 
must not dispose of the question by replying 
that human nature is incapable of this exalted 
love, and therefore cannot attain unto it. Mere 
human nature, we admit, is incapable of it ; but 
if you profess yourself a believer in Christy you 
ought to be made a partaker of that regenerated 
nature which his holy Spirit bestows, and which, 
though continually falling short, is still conti- 
nually aiming to walk by these holy rules. 
Such rules the renewed soul well knows would 
never have been laid down, if they were not to 
regulate its conduct ; and whatever difficulties 
and failures it may and must find to mourn over 

• Col. iii. 2. 
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in its endeavours to follow theniy it has no de- 
sire to explain away or lower demands so just, 
and so well fitted to promote the glory of God. 
A Christian then, whatever be his gifts, will 
always feel as a poor, frail, helpless mortal ought 
to feel^ and as he must feel if he be sincere in 
his profession of faith. He will feel that, re- 
specting the very first and greatest of his Maker's 
laws, which demands an entire surrender of his 
affections to the God who made him, he is an 
offender and a rebel. Where lives the man 
who is not guilty upon this point? and where 
lives the Christian, who, upon this point, does 
not feel the necessity, the blessing of prayer, 
and who fails to pour it forth with an earnest* 
ness adequate to his consciousness of deficiency. 
All other gifts and graces are, in his estimation, 
faint and low when compared with a holy love 
to God as revealed in a reconciled Redeemer. 
This is the crowning blessing for which his soul 
aspires ; he pants to be delivered from the bond- 
age of a corrupt and grovelling nature, which 
would blind his eyes and harden his heart, and 
keep him as far as possible firom the Saviour 
who has bought him. But though he thus 
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kanents his capCnity, does he tamdy subniil to 
k ; does he fed himself cooqueKedahd head to 
the yoke ? No ; Ute Gideon of ^d, •< faint yet 
pursuing/' is his motto. Like Diavtd^ ** his soul 
ft^bws hard" aflet his spiritual friend; for he 
knows that he has a spiritdal friend ; heknows 
that it is '^ no cunniitgly d^fvised fkhle" he has 
helieved ; he knows in whom be has plaeed his 
confidence, and like Job he declares *' that 
though he slay him, yet wfll he trust him ;" 
praying only ** that his faith fiul hot/' since 
faith, faith alone, he sees to be the anchor 
which never must he part fVom, though bis 
fierce enemy would wriest it •from him. **^ Lord 
I believe, help thbn mine unbelief T is his con-^ 
stant entreaty. If such be the prayer of the 
advanced believe, what need has he who halts 
between opposite opinions to give it utterance ! 
** Faith is the gift of God," that precious 
principle, without which the best services of his 
creatures are utterly valueless. "He that 
cometh to God, must believe that he ts,** and 
that he is what he proclaimrs himself to be, ^' a 
rewarder of alt those that diligently seek him/' 
But it has been well obseifted, that ^ believing 
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is the hardest work in the world*'' *' Tho^^i 
faith and obedience," saysJBidiop Hq;>kin8y*'.aie 
the conditions which God requires for the obtaiar 
ing of salyation, yet these conditions are them- 
selves as much the free gift of God, as the sal- 
vation promised upon thenu By whom they aie 
required, by the same God they are effisctually 
wrought in the hearts of all those who shall be 
saved. If it be said, ** True; it is impossible 
for us to believe unless God^ens^Ue us, yet this* 
doth not prove that it is noit in our own power 
to believe ; for without the assistance of God 
and his influence, we cannot think, nor speak, 
nor move. In him, saith the Apostle, we live 
and move and have our being. Yet who is so 
unreasonable as to say, that because these are 
God's gifts, therefore we do not perform them 
by our own power ? So likewise, though faith 
be the gift of God, yet it may also be in the 
power of nature." 

To this reasomng the Bishop replies, " that 
sc»ne actions depend upon the concurrence of 
common providence ; others iqpon the influence 
of special grace. And this I apprehend to be 
the true difference between these two; that the 

G 6 



132 KELIOXOUS THOUGHTS* 

former are wrought in ua by God, without the 
reluctance and opposition of our natural facul- 
ties ; but the latter against the bent and bias 
of our natures, which are now corrupted by the 
falU And therefore we may affirm that the 
obedience which Adam performed during his 
continuance in the state of innocence, was but 
a common work wrought in him by God's com- 
mon influence; but our faith and the same 
obedience in us, though it be far more imper- 
fect, is from special grace ; because in him it was 
wrought suitably to the tendency of his nature ; 
but in us contrary to all its appetites and in- 
clinatiohsj which in this lapsed state of mankind' 
are wholly evil and corrupt. And thus much 
the Apostle intimates to us concerning faith, 
Eph. i. 18, 19, 20. "That ye might know 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power 
towards us who believe, according to the work- 
ing of his mighty power, which he wrought in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead,'' 
therefore was the power which God declared in 
raising Christ from the dead, an extraordinary 
and special power, because it was contrary to 
the course of nature, and far above the ability 
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of any created agent to effect; and snch^ sahh 
he, '' is the power that woiketh faith in us.*' 
How much then does it behove rational beings 
to follow the advice of the Apostle, and " exa- 
mine themselves whether they be in the faith," 
whether the prayers they offer to God " have 
an unction from the Holy One/' a living spirit, 
or whether theybe a mere *' form of godliness" 
without its power. 

We cannot well deceive ourselves in so ob- 
vious a case, unless we live in such a habit of 
self-deceit as renders us entire strangers to our 
own hearts — a pernicious, but alas! a most 
prevailing habit! We want courage for the 
task of self-examination ; we have a presenti- 
ment that we shall behold something wrong 
within us, and like a sick man, oppressed with 
a disease which he knows to be incurable, we 
shrink from bringing our case into notice ; we 
are glad to forget it altogether, hoping that if 
we do not exactly recover, we shall still not 
die. But the infatuation which may be par- 
doned to him who suffers under bodily ills, for 
which he perceives no remedy, is surely not to 
be passed by in beings who have only to ask, 
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and to obtain ieUe£ Buthereweanipeat the 
root of the evil; here we perceife Ihefounda* 
tion of the listlessneaSy the Ismgaor, the mi- 
wiilingness with which devotioiial duties are too 
commonly perfionned. The generality of per- 
sons do not believe. They thmk they do, or 
rather, they do not think about it ; they put 
it amcmgst the things which they are willing to 
take for granted. Strange carelessness ! mar- 
vellous inconsistency, an aberraticm of under- 
stand!]^ whidi, upon no other subject of im- 
portance, could have place in a mind that was 
endowed with reason. Let us tllttstrate the 
case by supposing that a' faint hope was held 
out to a person of common sense, that he was 
the rightful heir to an estate which thiB miscon- 
duct of his ancestors had caused to be withheld 
from him ; that his title to it could only be 
understood by the attentive study of certain 
deeds and documents, in which he would iind 
his claim established upon his compliance with 
some prescribed conditions clearly laid down 
and explained. Is it to be believed that the 
man would be indifferent, or postpone the ex- 
amination of these papers, or set about it Ian- 
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guidly, if he leaUy thought that, by carefiiUy 
perusing them, he should be able to establi^ 
his claim? on the contrsuryy would not his ex* 
eitioEis increase with his hopes, would bethink 
any labour tedious, any difficulty insupportable 
if it held out but a chance of assisting him to 
obtain his object ? 

We may well eonceiye deep s<^itude to be 
exercised upon this temporal affidr— rbut how 
hardly can we imagtne any feryent endeavours 
to be used in the acquisition of that inheritance 
which time can never diminish, nor . ccnruption 
destroy, but " which is incomiptiUe, unde- 
filed, and fadeth not away/' 

This can only be accounted for, by repeating 
the assertion, that comparatively but few per- 
sons are believers. ' '' The tree is known l^ its 
fruits," and the fruits of faith must be solici- 
tude, anxiety, labour, and intense desire to know 
our interest iii the objects of faith. > It is a. 
manifest absurdity to talk of calmness or supine- 
ness to the man who is in earnest about the 
salvation of his immortal soul. A man may 
be calm and tranquil who knows not, and cares 
not, if he has a soul to be saved or not. A man 
may be calm and tranquil who rests in his own 
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opinionsi and is satisfied that they dxe iViser 
and better than those he finds in the Bible — in 
shorty a man may be calm and tranquil, who 
discredits the whole revealed scheme of human 
redemption; but let a man once believe that 
what the Scriptures tell him is true, that he is 
spiritually dead, that he is in a fallen state, that 
God himself has pronounced " the imagination 
of his heart to be evil from his youth * ;** 

That the Saviour who died for him has de- 
clared that he must be bom again of the Spirit, 
or *' else he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God t ;" 

Let him believe this, and let him really agree 
with the assertion of Peter, '' neither is there 
salvation in any other : for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved X;" 

And we deny that the man can be calm or 
careless in seeking to know his interest in thi& 
saving name. He would as soon be calm and 
careless whilst walking blindfold upon the edge 
of a precipice. What then, we would once 

* Genesis viii. 21. f John ill. 3. 

X Actsiv. 12. 
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more ask, is the inference to be drawn from 
the unconscious, unanimated state of the world 
aroiind us upon these immensely important 
points ? Is it not that they are infidels ? The 
term is strong, but truth is seldom the less 
wholesome for being plain and unqualified, it 
is nothing for a man to say that he believes in 
a God. The case is simply this. There is a 
revelation from heaven. It tells us we are 
sinners — ^we know ourselves to be such— or we 
know nothing. 

Are we willing to accept that redemption 
from the desert of sin which the same revela- 
tion makes known ? 

There is no room for qualification — there is 
no ground for disputing — there is no place for 
pride in this dispensation. It pleases God, in 
his absolute sovereignty, to hold up *^ Christ 
crucified," as our only means of restoration, to 
his favour — our only method of salvation from 
his wrath. Is he to us, as ** to the Jews, a 
stumbling block," or as '' to the Greeks fool- 
ishness ;" or is he (and blessed be our lot if it 
be so) made unto us *^ the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God ?" 
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To the peison thus iUmninatedy no coimsel 
need to be addressed, to prosecute contkial 
supplications at the mercy seat for the contb* 
nuance of the gift of feith. But to one not 
stedfast in the cause, how can we offer a 
more perfect model of intense intreaty than 
that which the prayer of the afflicted Either in 
the Gospel supplies. Perhaps, like him, you 
stand trembling and doubting the power of 
your Redeemer. The desire to bdieve may be 
dawning in your heart. Oh! if it be thus, 
** take words" and turn to your compassionate 
Lord. Think of hun as though invisible to 
sense, yet living to save and to serve all who 
truly call upon hun. He views the yet im- 
perfect purpose ere it has farmed itself in lan- 
guage. He hears the faintestsigh that breathes 
to him for aid. ** If thou const believe** — ^but 
ah ! perhaps you cannot. Then ask him yet 
the more to take away the stony heart so hard 
and so impenetrable. '' Lord, I believe — thou 
knowest I would believe i£ faith were in my 
power. But it is thy gift — ^bestow it upon me 
— ^help — ^help mine unbelief!" 

'^ I will not let thee go, except thou bless 
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me," has been the language of every true 
aspirant after divine favour since the days of 
the Patriarch who first used it, and ^^ prevailed 
with God" — and though delayed till nature is 
ready to faint with disappointed expectations, 
the answer of peace will surely come — " Great 
is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt." 



CHAPTER VIII. 

ON THE ADVANTAGES OF CULTIVATING A 
TASTE FOR SIMPLE PLEASURES, 



** And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon, in all 
his glory, was not arrayed like one of these." 

Matt. vi. 29. 

One very important benefit which arises from 
religion, is the habit it inspires of being pleased 
with simplicity. The pleasures and the em- 
ployments of a religious person are all distin- 
guished by this characteristic — ^that they are 
simple — ^and this characteristic it is which, to 
an irreligious person, stamps them at once with 
an insipidity the most insufferable. 

A love of excitement is the strong and pecu- 
liar feature of a worldly mind, and may com- 
monly be found at the root of most evil ways. 
If we could investigate the characters of those 
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who have been eminently unfortunate in their 
t^onduct and in their circumstances, we should 
seldom fail to discover that they were early dis- 
tinguished by an insensibility to quiet, simple 
pleasures, and only to be amused by such means 
as excited their feelings and passions^ rather 
^an their taste or intellect. It would be going 
too far to say, that there never was an instance 
of a restless unhappy person who had been 
gifted with a love for quiet and simple plea- 
sures, such particularly as flow from a delight 
in the beauties of nature ; but we believe that 
comparatively few, but very few such persons 
are to be found amongst the disturbers of pub- 
lic or domestic peace. Madame de Stael has 
justly and beautifully remarked, that *< the 
aspect of nature inspires resignation;" and 
whence is it that it does so ? Surely it must 
be from the pure smd simple thoughts it excites 
in the mind. 

Our blessed Lord has told us, that '^ if the 
eye be single the whole body is full of light.*' 
It can hardly be deemed a fanciful and forced • 
construction of this passage to conceive of it, 
as intended to convey to us, the most extended 
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and comprehensiTe Tiew of the destrableness of 
amplicity. In its more direct and obvious 
sense, it certainly alludes to a single and sole 
devotion of the heart to heavenly pursuits, as 
the preceding verses testify, wherein we are 
eadiorted to lay up for ourselves treasures in 
heaven. But the maxims of our Divine Mas^ 
ter, as emanating from the fountain of wisdom 
and truth, are gen»:ally found, upon an atten- 
tive consideration of them, to touch upon every 
possible modification of the subjects they treat 
of. 

In the present case, we can scarcely fail to 
receive the remarks upon *^ the single eye'' as 
closely connected with purity of purpose, not 
only in heavenly but also in earthly pursuits. 

In &ct, it is imposs9)le to disunite truth and 
simplicity. The man who studies the Word of 
God with a vieiw to its being influential, in so 
far as he is sincere, must be a single-minded 
man ; and no attsdnmaoit is much more to be 
desired than this. That God made his crea- 
tures originally upright, but that '' they have 
jsoug^t out many inventions," is a scriptural 
trikthf which experience sufficiently confirms. 
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If we knew what was good for us, can it be 
doubted but that the greater part of the plea- 
sures whidi aro eonsidered by the world as not 
only innocent, but rational, would speedily be 
sacrificed ? They may justly be designated as 
^inventions," means devisedby the great enemy 
of souls to blind the eyes, and mislead the minds 
of those who pursue them. Can we, for in- 
stance, put in tiie same competition in the scale 
of enjoyment, the feelings which are excited by 
a lovely landscs^, and those which generally 
accompany the exhibitions of a theatre or a 
ball-room ? It will be doubtless replied, ^' en- 
joy them both ; they do not necessarily destroy 
one another— you may with perfect consistency 
encourage a predilection for all these pleasures. 
But we doubt this — ^we doubt whether the 
delighted frequenter of the theatre, or the. 
assembly, or any other haunt of dissipation, is 
the really gratified observer of the pure and 
simple attractions of nature. 

There may be, undoubtedly, and in every 
mind of taste there must be, a sweet and pleas- 
ing emotion arising from the contemplation of 
the beautiful works of God; butliiisisevanes- 
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cent and unimportant, and by no means in- 
fluential, when it is opposed by a love for other 
pleasures, which the corruption of human 
nature finds to be much more congenial to it. 
You may see many persons whom the world 
ranks amongst the foremost of its disciples, 
who not only seem, but actually are^ in a 
measure, transported with scenes of natural 
beauty ; but if you would know how far this 
enjoyment extends, endeavour to prevail upon 
them to exchange the glittering circles of gaiety 
for the calm and retired loveliness of nature, 
and you will then discover that the complicated 
and involved associations which mingle with 
and alloy the amusements of the one, are never- 
theless by habit become so attractive, as to 
overbalance the simple charms of the other. 
Ask the frequenter of a theatre, or a ball-room, 
or a card-table, to sacrifice these poor delights 
to the real satisfaction which a summer's even- 
ing walk is so well fitted to impart. Ask 
him to contrast the chaste beams of the soft 
moonlight, the gentle murmur of the fluttering 
foliage, the still and sober shade of twilight, 
and all the pensive imageiy which nurses sweet 
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mnd profitable meditation^ with the glare of 
flickering lamps, the din of babbling tongues, 
the heat, the tumult of a crowded assembly, 
met together for no apparent purpose but to 
murder time and thought as best they may ; 
and you may speak with more than human elo- 
quence, but you will speak in vain. The sight 
is blinded, the taste is polluted — ^the person 
you address, may see beauty in these things 
which you admire so much, when he has no- 
thing else to do but to attend to them. But 
he now sees superior beauty in other objects, 
and when they present themselves, they claim 
his preferable notice. Now this is one mis« 
take, and a deadly mistake it is, which religion 
rectifies. She not only calls things by their 
right names, but she exhibits them in their 
right natures. No sophistry has she to prompt 
her ^ to put sweet for bitter, and bitter for 
sweet ;'^ and hence it is that a really converted 
person, who has wandered long in the intricate 
path of worldly pleasures, finds no lesson so 
difficult as that indispensable one which she 
enforces, of loving and pursuing simplicity. 
*^ The way of transgressors is hard,'* the 

H 
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wise man says, and no way is indeed haider 
than theirs. It is hard to break off a habit of 
any kind, but the evil habits which an inoidi* 
nate love of strong excitement fosters, aie Ihe 
hardest of any to subdue. • lliey ^ grow by 
what they feed upcm;" jand as well could the 
winds and waves be impeded in then: cooxse, 
as the indulged impulses of a mind wiuch has 
been accustomed to excitement, . unless that 
mind be brought into subjedion to the highest 
pnnciples of religion. It is a sort of moral in- 
toxication, which, howiev^ insidiously it may 
b^gin its attacks, is sure to end in the total 
subversion of the be]tter part of our mture. 
The faculty which of all others requires re- 
straint in the human mind, is the imagination, 
and that is unfortunately the rOne which an ill- 
regulated and unguarded educatioa the most 
contributes to nourish. It is the gteat inlet to 
the various corruptions of the heart, and hy it 
the character and the destiny (humanly j^peak- 
ing) of the individual, is principally determined. 
In many minds this dangerous faculty is so 
sluggish as to indicate np hazard -to its pop^es- 
sor. These are pei^ns whose ^th< through 
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life we sbsXL probably observe to be undeviating 
and safe, in so far as respects the danger of in- 
curring the sorrows which wait upon those that 
love and admire too much ; and it is not, there- 
fore, to them that strong admonitions upon this 
^cmty require to be particalarly addressed. 
Seeing nothing but what appears^ they are 
never likely to be misled by those vagrant 
visions of heated fancy which captivate the 
heart, and prepare it to be offered as a sacri- 
fice to the first deluding snare that falls in its 
way. It is the over-estimation of enjoyment 
which this wild faculty produces, that occasions 
a great part of the misery that fills the world. 
Young persons, more especially, spuming the 
calm realities that surround them, and turning 
with distaste from the simple enjoyments which 
a state of health and competence and youth 
would place within their reach, are always em- 
bittering the present by vain aspirations after 
some distant, and probably, improfitable acqui- 
sition. The pleasures which experience proves 
to ,be the best adapted to our present condition, 
lie scatt^ed about us in profusion. It needs 
not a refined or a cultivated taste to ** enjoy 
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them richly." It requires, indeed, a quietude 
of spirit to enter fully into their character, and 
to reap the whole benefit they are so well fitted 
to bestow. It demands perhaps also a love of 
truth. One can hardly conceive an artful or 
complicated mind, delighting itself in the pure 
simplicity of nature. *' The busy haunts of 
men** are the fit resort for such a mind, not 
the tranquil shades of solitude. 

The meditations which these are calculated to 
promote, must be insipid when there is no re- 
sponsive simplicity in the heart, to which they 
appeal ; and nothing would appear so extraor- 
dinary in the sophistical and base character of 
Rousseau, as the passionate admiration he so 
eloquently pourtrays for the charms of nature, 
were it not that they addressed themselves to 
his imagination, and not his heart ; and whereas 
the latter was mean and despicable in the ex- 
treme, and could extract no good out of any 
thing, the former was rich, beautiful, and poe- 
tical, and imparted attractions to every thing it 
approached. In the reg^ulation of the mmd, it 
seems to be most desirable to live below rather 
than up to the full extent of the spirits, and so 
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to arrange its necessary recreations, as to leave 
no caase for regret, when they are occasionally 
obliged to be dispensed with. 

Every thing that goes beyond this, savours 
of danger ; but this is a truth which is com- 
monly bought by painful experience, and be- 
fore the mind is thoroughly acquainted with it, 
the freshness of its vigour is exhausted by the 
fearful conflicts it has had to maintain with the 
various hopes and fears which have been the 
only fruit of its too eager expectations of hap- 
piness ; and it brings to the decline of life the 
wisdom of unlearning most of the habits which 
the earlier part of it was passed in forming. 
Nothing appears so obvious, as that happiness 
consists in tranquillity. But how hard to 
learn this lesson ! how difficult for the young 
and ardent to conceive that repose can be other- 
wise than insipid, or that the pleasures which 
lie within the reach of every one should be at 
all worth pursuing. Yet it may be confidently 
prognosticated to these undisciplined votaries 
of enjoyment, that the pleasures they contemn, 
will be found even by themselves, to be the 
only genuine pleasures. This world is evi- 
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deotly a place of probation ; it testifies itself to 
be such ; it manifests^ by the ceaseless disap- 
pointment with which it meets the expectations 
of its followers, that it has no solid enjoyments 
to bestow. Yet it has enjoyments, and very 
exquisite and gratifying they are, though vari- 
able, fleeting, and stamped with the evanes* 
cence which distinguishes every thing earthly. 
But this instability which, when it characterizes 
the objects of strong affection, converts them 
into sources of distressing anguish, imparts 
rather a soothing and lovely impression to the 
feelings, which are awakened by a quick sensi- 
bility to the charms of nature. We behold 
them fade around us — we watch the fall of 
those *' sear and yellow leaves" whose infant 
shoots we had delighted to mark daily deepen- 
ing into vernal beauty — we gradually miss our 
sweet songsters from the grove, disappearing 
with their little brood, whose growth and wel- 
fare gave us such a pleased interest : but we 
mark these changes with no sad or melancholy 
emotions — we know they will return. The 
God of seasons, in his unvarying counsels, 
brings his appointed times, and with his times 
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his silent, but most wise and sanctifying les^ 
sons. ! who so conversant with Him — ^whe 
so united in divine and happy intercoorae with 
Gody as he who walks amidst the wonders of 
his Providence, acknowledging that 

*' The Lord of aU, himself through aU difRu'd, 
Sustains, and is the life of all that lives." 

And who feels that 



" Katnre is hut a name for an effect. 
Whose cause is God." 

These are contemplations which charm, while 
they compose and elevate the mind. ** They 
produce joys which leave no sting behind !** 

But what are these to the vitiated taste 
which indulgence has palled and satiated, and 
which has made '^ weary life a pedlai^s pack 
that bows >the beacer down." Gould we but 
see and feel that in this passing scene we 
have no resting place; that much must be 
sacrificed-^much enduied-*— and that our only 
chance of happiness is in not too earnestly 
desiring to be happy 1 and not too eagerly 
catching at every phantom that felsely bears 

h4 
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the name of happiness — could we but culti- 
yate simplicity of view! — ^the single eye that 
looks to Jesus as its first of joys ; the simple 
purpose to be pleased and thankful in the 
blessings he bestows — ^what but pure pleasures, 
such as angels might delight in, could spring 
from motives so unalloyed as these ? 

But it is observable, that even when the 
mind is not under the influence of such ele- 
vated principles, that the dictates of common 
sense point to pure and simple pleasures, as 
those best adapted to our condition. The 
happiest lot is always that which is the least 
marked by strong excitement; and we may 
lay it down as a general rule, that when our 
enjoyments are of a kind to agitate and rouse 
any important passion, or when they threaten 
such a result, they are no longer safe to be 
pursued. If then, (should we not do well to 
say to the rapid pursuers of enjoyment,) by the 
ardour of your feelings, or the waywardness of 
your imagination, you have been tempted to 
place your felicity in such occupations, or such 
objects, as too intensely engage your thoughts, 
let no temptation induce you to continue in 
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this delusion. Your part is undoubtedly a 
very difficult one ; but if you would ever be 
acquainted with '* the things that belong to 
your peace/' you must not hesitate about 
adopting it. You must forsake your idolatries ; 
your watchword must be '' escape for your 
life" — escape to the still shades — escape to the 
calm occupations of sequestered nature — learn 
to love less — to think less of earth-bom ob- 
jects. Be still, and prepare for the horrors of 
inaction ; you will find it perhaps almost over- 
whelming; for all that you can conceive of 
sufTering, is faint in comparison with the deso- 
lation of heart which accompanies this waiting 
state of mind. This you must lay your ac- 
count in ; but take it as an act of retributive 
justice. You would not be warned — ^you would 
not be wise — ^you would rush forward to walk 
in the ways of your own heart, though assured 
that for this '' God would bring you into judg- 
ment" — you would spurn the sweet and simple 
joys that courted your acceptance, to grasp the 
ashes of a deceived and deceiving world — then 
you must suffer. As well might you expect 
that you should take fire into your bosom and 

H 5 
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not be burned, as that you should ^1 to reap 
the fruit of your own doings. But be calm — 
** your strength is tb sit still" — be still then, 
and know that it is God who is dealing with 
you-^he is weaning you from your idc^s — he is 
leading you to truth — and, '^ after that you 
have, suffered -awhile, he will strengthen, sta- 
Wish, settle you." 

Then will you awake to new views and new 
conceptions ; '^ the time past of your life will 
suffice to have wrought the will of t^e Gen- 
tiles ;" henceforth old things will have passed 
away, and all things will have become hew. 
Nothing will be so. new to you as the growing 
delight you will experience in things which 
were formerly tasteless and insipid beyond 
measure ; nothing more surprising than the 
abhorrence with which^ if you are sincere, you 
will contempliate much, and probably all, in 
which you once delighted. . The flippant jest 
— tha sarcastic saeerr^the ^^ foolish talking,** 
that foraierly might have constituted no incon- 
siderable portion of yoUr ignoble pleasures, are 
now contemplaied wMi disgust. The profane-' 
beas of a theatie— the midnigfat, revel— ^the 
frothiness of unmeaning 4iscourse with profit- 
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l68s companions, yon Consign, with a Bhndder, 
to forgetfiilness. Your joys are now of another 
character; and fain, U it were possible, would 
yon carry with you into the bosom of these 
tranquil joys, those with whom you once asso- 
ciated in habits of folly and of sin — ^those who 
** think it strange that you ran not with them 
to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of 
you." 

But you live not to them. Yon now know 
no man as your master — for one is your Master, 
even Christ. You will soon find how tender, 
and how kind a Master you serve. 

You will soon perceive that his yoke is easy, 
and his burthen light. He makes the prisoners 
free, and sets at liberty those who were fast 
bound in misery and iron; for what iron so 
strong, what captivity so pitiable, as that which 
binds the soul in low attachments to unworthy 
and debasing pleasures ! For when the weary 
round is run — and when the sated senses have 
exhausted all the stores of human splendour — 
the meanest flower that decks the field, has 
charms to shew, with which even Solomon in 
all his glory could not vie. 

H 6 
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Love then simplicity — it is the basis of all 
truth. Let your recreations bespeak the tone 
and character of your mind ; let them be such 
as may be enjoyed without reproach, and re- 
signed without regret ; and ever let them be of 
a kind, which are in no discordance with those 
pursuits which are to conduct you to Him, 
'' in whose presence alone there is fulness of 
joy, and at whose right hand there are plea- 
sures, for evermore." 



CHAPTER IX. 

OK THE £XP£DIEVCT OF A PREDOMINANT 
PRINCIPLE OF RELIGION IN THE FEMALE 
CHARACTER. 



" Favour is deodtfidy and beauty is Tain, but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised." Pro- 
TBRB8 zxzi. 80. 

It has been observed, that every person re- 
ceives two educations, one from the instructions 
of others, and one from himself; and that the 
last is usually the most valual^e. 

It is painful indeed to lemaric, how generally 
inefficient is the first education for the various 
purposes of life, to which it is requisite to apply 
it. This may be, in some degree, attributable- 
to the careless levity of youth, which renders it 
so averse to the contemplation of every thing 
that does not bear upon the face of it some 
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promise of gratification to the senses. But it 
may also be traced to the languid and ineffec- 
tual manner in which the instructors of youth 
are themselves but too prone to impart those 
moral and religious lessons, which alone can be 
deemed of essential importance, since it is from 
such lessons only, that valuable opinions can 
be introduced, and permanently fixed. 

That there is a special necessity for possess- 
ing such opinions, nobody will dispute ; since 
every thinking person must have observed, that 
the course of a mind which is devoid of them, 
is almost always s^ irregular, if it escapes be- 
coming a contemptible mind. Divested of 
opinionB, it must, of neceBsity^ be divested of 
any Settled 'priucipl^ of conduct ; and be con- 
sequently nibjected lx> perpetual vacillations, 
strong or weak, lot slow, or rapid, just as the 
individual temperament is indolent or active. 

These ifeurj^g Btapulses nf an ill; regulated 
mindy which will offen find scope f(Mr exercise, in 
men, amidst the vaibMis occiipalidns andaxtuse- 
laientB of active life, have, but a very circum* 
scribed -sphere in the destiny of women. Re- 
strained by the )ciToiln»ftances of their sexfnxn 
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taking any very prominent part in the affairs of 
life> and from snch pursuits as absorb and 
engross the mental powers, the capricious starts 
of fancy, which no steady rules have confined 
or subdued, are apt to become, in them, the 
{N'evailing features of character. .A young 
man, unless gifted with the influence and power 
which extraordinary rank. Or talent or fortutie 
bestow, is usually taught by the mere course of 
events, some Very important truths ; they are 
forced upon him whether he will or not ; and 
he, at least, learns this salutary lesson, that he 
occupies but a small place in the world, and 
that if it were less^ few members of that world 
would know, and still fewer would care. This 
is not certainly a very elevating considiexation, 
but it ia a useful one ; for it forcibly suggests 
an idea of worldly inugnificance, which may 
possibly lead to the best results ; but which, in 
every case^ tends, to lower the. propensity to 
magnify the selfishness whioh is inherent in 
every heart, and which, we may confidently 
pronounce, to be at the root of every sin 

But it is a considc»ration which is not often 
presented to the female mind. The courtesy 
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which the customs of society extend to women, 
though unquestionably right, and calculated 
to produce good, is, nevertheless, like every 
other human good, alloyed by evil. It tends 
to increase the blindness of the natural heart to 
its best interests, by nourishing the seeds of 
vanity and pride ; and by attachmg the idea of 
admiration to inferior objects, it encourages the 
cultivation of those objects to the n^lect, if 
not the total abandonment, of others whose 
importance is incomparably greater. 

Without decrying accomplishments, or con- 
sidering it as a matter of no consideration 
whether a young lady possesses them or not, 
we may still ask, what are these when put in 
competition with the possession of moral and 
religious principles ? They are the ornaments 
of the building, but the last are the building 
itself. They are at best but adventitious; 
seldom of much importance in advancing life ; 
of none at all in the hour of death ; and, after 
all, (speaking at least of genteel and pleasing 
manners) so much the instinctive result of good 
sense, imd superior associates, that it is scarcely 
necessary to bestow much time in implanting 
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what will themselves spring up as the natural 
consequences of very simple causes. 

It is far otherwise with religious principles. 
These^ it is well known, require incessant 
labour, incessant practice to bring them to bear 
upon the individual's path through life ; and 
with all the diligence and perseverance of the 
teacher, acting upon the utmost docility on the 
part of the pupil, still, iso contrary are they to 
the strong current of human nature, that they 
are continually in danger of being overwhelmed 
and lost in its overpowering tide. This is a 
truth as well ascertained by experience in the 
moral, as any fact in the material, world. A 
person can hardly be found so senseless or so 
wicked as to deny that the passions require 
restraint ; and in proportion as a man advances 
in the study of his species, he will be ready to 
affirm that they not only require restraint, 
but the very strongest restraint that can be laid 
upon them. 

We would then ask, if the system of female 
education is adapted to this end ? Surely so 
much the contrary, that one could almost sup^. 
pose the daughters of a family were believed to 
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be' divested of imnKMtal souls, or that the in-^ 
terestsof those soub were conndered- but of 
SBodl mbinent, when placed in compaiisoh with 
those of theor frail and perishdble bodies. To 
Gidtivate the latter, if not to the total ex- 
clusion of the former, at least to snch an ext^lu- 
sion of them as plainly indicates the inferiority 
in which they are held, must be acknowledged 
^ th6 prevailing plan of modem education; 
fba: white in most cases m fashionable life, chil- 
dren are overpowered and wearied with the 
vfeufious exertions they are required to make in 
&e different branches of polite accomplishment, 
and are suffered to slur over their religious 
duties as mere matters of course, can it be 
otherwise tlmn that they should grow up to 
consider these last as only formal acts to which 
they attach no other importance but that it is 
tf sual and decent to perform them ? 

Such is, upon the whole, rather a favourable 
view of the subject; we may turn from it to 
ctotemplate the common plan of tran^lanting 
British. y6uth, in their earliest years, when the 
imnd is most susceptible and most retentive of 
the irajntossions made upon the senses, to foreign 
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countries, where, for the advantage of being 
perfected in a langaage, or acquiring showy 
accomplishments at a cheaper rate, their eyes 
and ears (to speak in the most moderate 
terms) are to be familiarized with much that is 
^bversive of that purity of thought which re- 
ligion inculcates ; and in the weekly profana- 
tion of the Sabbath, are exposed to the hazard 
of imbibing a habit of disregarding the duties 
of that sacred day. If it were upon no other 
lux;ount than this, a devout parent would surely 
recoil from placing his children in a scene where 
thej must witness customs and manners the 
most repugnant to a well ordered and Christian 
mind. Well would he know how readily the 
biafr of .the heart inclines to evil. .... 

•^ What," he would say, " shall I convey 
my children, * the gift and heritage that cometh 
from the Lord,' for whose immortal welfare I 
am in a. great degree accountable, and with 
whom, I, one day, hope to present myself before 
God with the joyful exclamation, ' here I am 
with those whom Thou hast given me !' shall I 
carry them from the land of their nativity, the 
place in which their lot is cast, where they may 
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enjoy the privileges of a gospel ministry, a holy 
Sabbath, that period of spiritual refreshment 
which the Christian loves and longs for, and 
the example of those who walk with God in 
the still and silent duties of domestic life ; shall 
I take them from this; their appointed place, 
to a land of spiritual darkness, to a people whose 
levity, whose vanity, whose utter carelessness of 
life and demeanour proclaim them to be amongst 
' the nations who know not God ;' shall I bar- 
ter the virtuous discipline which is to train 
them for present peace and future glory, for the 
hollow acquisition of a personal grace ? Their 
tongues must be silent in the grave ; their bodies 
must return to the dust, but their immortal souls 
must live for ever, and live in that state for which 
my measures have been instrumental in pre- 
paring them. Then away with the suggestion 
that would prompt me to sacrifice my children, 
my dear and precious children, to the ' sound- 
ing brass and tinkling cymbal* of accomplish- 
ments. I believe — if I believe in revelation — 
that Christ died for those children — died that 
they might live with him for ever ; and for his 
service, and for his glory they shall be fitted, as 
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far as human means may be pennitted to con- 
tribute to so blessed an end ! " 

This will be the language of the believer ; 
it can be no other language : the man who be- 
lieves what his Bible teUs him can hold no other 
opinion. But what would the world say to such 
language and such opinions ? and not merely 
the world, not merely the scoffer at revelation, 
not merely the openly professed infidel', but the 
nominal Christian, the peison who, by going to 
church, and attending to the external ordinances 
of religion, conceives that he does enough, 
and therefore does no more, what would he say 
to this parental solicitude ? He would say that 
it was cant ; he would call it the jargon of a 
sect, the rant of a tabernacle, and the dreams 
of an enthusiast. 

But there may be some yet halting between 
opposite opinions ; some yet doubting if the 
present system of sacrificing so much time to 
the acquirement of accomplishments, and so 
little to the laying in a store of sound religious 
principles, be altogether a right system. To 
such persons then we would appeal ; such are 
the persons we would conjure to examine at- 
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tentively the whole course of their experience, 
and consider if it presents to them any sin^ 
instance wherein religion has been passed over 
in education as an inferior concern, that such 
an instance has, in any degree, contributed to 
j9iugment the list of virtuous, happy, or justly 
respectable characters — especially in the female 



Duty is commonly a severe thing. To women 
it comes in its most nigged form, and with its 
most rigid demands. The duties of men are of 
,an active, those of women of a submissive kind ; 
and beyond all comparison the latter are pre* 
eminent in difficulty and pab. There is sofne- 
thing in bustle and stir and noise which supports 
itself. To do is generally far easier than to 
suffer ; and is often sufficient to pres^ve an ener«- 
getic mind from half ike sorrow which accom- 
panies the necessity of being still and motionless 
under trial. ** To rock the cradle of declkiBif 
age,*' to bear in patience through the live long 
day, and perhaps the live long night, thequeru- 
lousness of infirmity, or the vehemence of pas*- 
sion ; to. execute the tender offices of nurse 4uid 
comforter, these are Ihexlifficulties — ^these are the 
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trials which more peculiarly fall, to the female 

lot; and .they ase trials whose acuteness is.in- 

creased by the stillness and secrecy of their 

ohanct^. The strong Jove of approbation, 

mplanted in epiost minds, atimulateis and 

strengthens the ex^pnsivhibh fall .imder. the 

obseri^ation .of those around us ; but Ap «d» 

and watch when no ikuman eye is up6n us ; to 

restrain the. heajrt, the busrthened heart, from 

breaking out into rebaUion or despondency, to 

cheer the spirit, diooping perl^ps under unkind- 

ness where it might havje koked for gratitude ; 

to endure in.silence andin solitude, requiies a 

ruling principle within, whidi nothing but the 

highest and the most sedulous of instructions 

can assist in cultivating — a principle which 

towers, above jm^ tibat the mere varnish of a 

modem education h^ to give, as much as the 

summitof an Alpine mountain enveloped in t&e 

clouds of Heaven,.fCKGeeds the little hillock that 

^le ant can raise. 

- > Theie are doubtless ^tery many cases in which 
rank and circumst^tes «cempt a female Irom 
l^eiirudgery of duty ; but where is the rank 
and wbeve the ntuation in which tenderness 
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and affection^ ^ided by the principles of Chris- 
tianity, do not render the character of a female 
a chief source of domestic happiness ? It is 
the woman who gives the first impulse to the 
disposition, and consequently to the future 
destiny of her children ; and many eminently 
distinguished ornaments and pillars of the 
church, have traced their advantages, under 
Providence, to the early instructions of a pious 
mother. Where so much influence is depo- 
sited, how essential is it that its source should 
be pure, and that the mind from which it flows 
should, as much as possible, be kept unsullied 
from the pollutions of a misguided world ; for 
as is the fountain, so will be the stream ; the 
whole is made up of its parts; if the passions 
and affections are set upon frivolity, what but 
frivolity can be the result ; and how is it pos- 
sible that they should fail to be engrossed by 
trifles, when inferior things are suffered to 
engage nearly the whole attention, and nearly 
the whole time. If a girl perceives her personal 
accomplishment to be an object of such impor- 
tance, that, in order to promote it, her parents are 
contented to exile themselves from their native 
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land, can she herself do otherwise than estimate 
it hi beyond its real value ? If she also per- 
ceives (and children have much quicker per^ 
ceptions than their seniors suppose) that the 
disadvantages of witnessing an unhallowed 
Sabbath, if not of sharing in its irreverent sports, 
and the loss of beneficial religious instroction, 
are subjects not in the least cared for, on the 
part of her friends, can she herself avoid regard-* 
ing them as trivial and unnecessary ? 

It is not enough to say that these things are 
attended to in their proper place, and that they 
excite a due proportion of regard. Their pro- 
per place is the first place, and their due pro- 
portion of regard is the highest and greatest 
proportion ; and we would put it to the can- 
dour of any honest mind, if they are, and if they 
can be so respected by the parents and guar- 
dians of youth, who fly with, their charge from 
a land, which, with all its faults, is still con- 
fessedly the seat of more female virtue and 
decorum (to say nothing of higher qualities), 
than any other part of Europe, to countries 
which are acknowledged to be the unmolested 
dwelling of unblushing vice ; whose customs 

t 
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tibence the most disgatting freedom of laiiguage 
and of manner, and whoie morals leqniie only 
that actions be covered with exterior de- 
cency, and are then satisfied to connive at the 
most deep-rooted and heart-bced corruptions. 
Sndi is the testimony which almost all tra- 
vellers bring h<Hne with them ; but to convince 
ourselves that it is not an exaggemted stale- 
meat, we need but contemplate some of the 
histories and memoirti of those pereons whose 
lives have been passed in foreign circles. We 
need but name those of Madame de C^nlis as 
a tolerably correct specimen of "that deceivaWe- 
nesa of unrighteousness*' of which the Apostle 
speaks, and which in eveiy case, as in that of 
Madame de Genlis, where religion is made a 
thing to be prated of as a matter of sentiment, 
and a theme for romance, instead of l^e sober, 
chastising, influential principle which regidates 
every other principle, will delude poor erring 
creatures into opinions and pursuits, whoseworse 
than emptiness is not often detected till the evil 
is irremediable. It is, alas! not efbn llhat the 
mistakes of education are discovered, till inve^ 
terate habits of setf^indulgenee, and unre- 
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sUained will, lender them almost inetiievibie. 
It is pMnM indeed to remark, (as most reflecting 
minds must too oCtea hare had occasion to le- 
mark) how insufficient aie all the powers of the 
most highly gtfted mind to procuoe to its pos- 
sessor any steady and lasting peace^ wfaendiose 
powers are under the influence of suA a predo- 
minant love for any worldly object as prevents 
their being exercised upon nobler subjects. ** To 
have a right judgment in all things/' is one of 
the prayers which our church directs us to t^tht 
at the throne of grace ; and well are we so 
directed ; but how can any mind be filled with 
a sincere desire to be blessed with that sublime 
wifldom which is from above, if it is biassed by 
an undue predOection for trivial and unsatis- 
factory pnrsmts ? One misplaced and inordi* 
nate affection is quite sufficient to incapaeitale 
and disorder aB the mental powers. Mr. Cecil 
well 31u8tratesthis in the fdlowing passage of 
his Remains. 

** A perfectly just and sound mind,'^ he says, 
** is a rare and invaluable gift. But it is stiH 
much more unusual to see such a mind un- 
biassed in all its actings. Ood has given this 

I 2 
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dounilDesft of mmd but to few ; and a very smdl 
number of those few escape the bias of some 
predilection, perhaps habitually operating*, and 
none are at all times, and perfectly, free. I 
once saw this subject forcibly illustrated. A 
watchmaker told me that a gentleman had put 
an exquisite watch into his hands, that went 
irregularly ; it was as perfect a piece of work 
ds ever was made. He took it to pieces and 
put it together again twenty times. No manner 
of defect was to be discovered, and yet the 
watch went intolerably. At last it struck him, 
that possibly the balance wheel might have 
been near a magnet. On applying a needle to 
it, he found his suspicions true. Here was all 
the mischief — the steel-work in the other parts 
6f the watch had a perpetual influence on its 
motions, and the watch went as well as possible 
with a new wheel. If the soundest mind be 
magnetized by any predilection, it must act 
irregularly *." 

It is perhaps the rarest thing to meet with any 
mind that some powerful influence does not 

* Remuns, p» 343. 
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occasionally attract from its proper centre of 
action. To resist and turn away from this in- 
fluence forms a part of religious warfare the 
most laborious and the most difficult — but dif-* 
ficult though it be, it is not impossible. To 
the votary of pleasure, to the unhappy being 
whose strong and vigorous understanding and 
superior capabilities have been principally de- 
voted to the polishing and improving of mere 
external qualities, whilst the weightier matters 
that related to eternity were overlooked and 
neglected, this discipline of the heart may seem 
indeed impossible, and probably unnecessary. 

The course of such an education is well fitted 
to deaden or destroy the quick sensibilities that 
encompass the path of female destiny with 
more than common snares, since in the range 
of human beings th^re is scarcely to be found 
one more unsusceptible, both in heart and con* 
science^ than the woman whose cultivated 
vanity, while it pants for admiration, has still a 
support from pride, which sustains it against 
the pressure of such mortifications as constitute 
,the trials of th» worldling. There are many 
veterans and warriors in the circles of dissipa-^ 

I 3 
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tion and gaiety, and doubtless '^ they have 
their lewaid." They hold their place in so- 
cietyy they pass through life with apparent 
respectability — ^their earth-born pursuits are 
foQowed with such pleasures as they are cal- 
culated to impart, and they come to their end, 
where ^' all their thoughts perish." But some- 
times the course of female education encounters 
a heart made for better things ; an understand- 
ing that involuntarily rises above die superficial 
objects that are perpetually presented to it in 
the most magnified and unreal point of view. 
Like tiie fintteriog dove escaped from the ark, 
it hovers over these grovelling tnfies, se^dng 
in them some stable resting-place, but se^ng 
it in vain. Nothing whicb has not the stamp 
of perpetuity oigraved upon it, can satn^fy the 
longings of an immoital mind. Who is made 
happy by the acquisidon of the moet brilliant 
accomplishments, when those accomplishments 
are all that their possessor has to rest upon — 
or when they are the chief basis on which to 
repose ? Few persons who are past the age of 
childhood, can have failed to experience some- 
thing of the nnsatisfinctory nature of all merely 
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hamaa advantages; and it is scarce!^ to be 
doubted that tisere are many even amongst the 
yoiu^, who are willing to believe that the por- 
tion which the world has to offer them is, very 
commonly, nothing but disappointment. The 
page of history — ^the tale of domestic life— it 
may be the experience of their own early 
wounded hearts, speak of nothing but the mis- 
fortune which waits upon placing strong con- 
fidence in any thing bnt God» This period of 
reflection, which occurs generally in the life of 
every individual who deserves to be classed 
amongst the rational and virtuous, is the sea- 
son for acquiring that self-bestowed axui supe- 
rior education, which is justly considered the 
most serviceable and the most estimable. This 
is the time when truth begins to dawn upon 
the soul ; when the hearty sickening at the trash 
on which so long it fed, demands reahty — 
demands substantial food— and, asking for it 
earnestly, it will be satbfied. Yes; unhappy 
being, famished amidst the hudks which feed 
the children of this world — arise, and go to 
your heavenly Father-*--in his house there is 
bread enoughi and to spare. The bread he 
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giveSy is indeed the bread of life, on which the 
.soul thrives, and is prosperous. This is the 
food which nourishes and prepares it for the 
hard services of human life, those services 
which fall with most peculiar severity on the 
female sex. Condemned by circumstances, to 
a warfare, of all others the most arduous and 
the most unceasing, a warfare with affections 
and feelings, which the tenderness of her nature 
would incline her to indulge, the mind of a 
young woman of genius and of feeling, requires 
the especial protection of the highest principles 
of duty. They are requisite to preserve her 
from the heartlessness which, from the neces- 
sity of establishing gome sort of self-control, 
she would be liable to encourage on the one 
hand, and from the vagrant and dispropor- 
tipned, if not disgraceful affections, which are 
the common result of an unrestrained imagina- 
tion on the other. They are the prop and 
safeguard which shield her conduct from the 
'breath of animadversion; they are the pure 
emanations of a superiority which is not of this 
world; they are the accomplishments of the 
heart, which the word and the work of God 
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alone can produce — accomplishments, whose 
sphere of action is not the concert or the ball- 
room, but which flourish in the bosom of re- 
tirement, which smooth the pillow of the sick 
and suffering, and spread a halo of glory round 
the bed of death. 
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CHAPTER X. 



ON A COURSE OP RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE. 



** Be not deceived : God is not mocked; for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

'* For he that soweth to hb flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption ; but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting." Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

In calculations that rest upon matters of fact, 
we attain, step by step, to positive truth— in 
reasoning upon moral principles, the result can- 
not be so clearly demonstrated ; but to an at- 
tentive and thoughtful mind, it is nevertheless 
frequently quite as satisfactory; for in the latter, 
as well as in the former subjects, a habit of 
exercising ourselves in the study of truth, ena- 
bles us to trace the connexion between moral 
cause and effect with scarcely less certainty 
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than that which accompanies a mathematical 
process. 

But the niceness of discrimination, the quick- 
ness of discernment^ the clearness of judgment, 
which are requisite to assist an inquirer into 
truthy are qualities which the bounty of God 
alone can give, and the Spirit of God alone can 
improve. The man who would be an edified 
observer of what is passing around him, must 
bring to this important and most instructive 
study, a deep and practical acquaintance with 
Bible truth. Nothing else can furnish him 
with a key to the difficulties he will encounter; 
but possessed of that, he may proceed to un- 
lock the stores of knowledge, in which the mass 
of human nature is so rich. 

Scarcely any passage from Scripture will 
offer a better method of acquiring the lesson 
which pur subject would inculcate, that there 
is even in this world a course of retributive jus- 
tice, than the verses which form the motto of 
this chapter. 

Let us, then, for a short interval give them 
our serious meditation. The words are few 
and simple ; but, if they mean any thing, they 

I 6 
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must mean a great deal. ** Be not deceived ; 
God is not mocked — ^what a man soweth that 
shall he also reap." 

It is very certain that we are always sowing, 
always planting for futurity. There scarcely 
lives the human being that is capable of action, 
who is not making provision for some enjoy- 
ment beyond the present hour. It is one of 
the laws of our nature to be casting a forward 
glance upon some desired object^ and to be 
using such exertions to obtain that object, as 
the Apostle well illustrates and defines by the 
terms ** sowing to the flesh,'' and ** sowing to 
the Spirit." To each of these he annexes 
their reward. ** Those," he says, " who sow 
to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption." 
Without just now dwelling upon those more 
immediate works of the flesh of which a fearful 
catalogue is given in Scripture, and which 
occupy the time and thoughts of the daring 
sinner, let us consider those of a less openly 
profane character, which, ending in corruption, 
are still to be classed amongst the works of the 
flesh. Let us consider the case of a man 
whose besetting sin is the love of money, but 
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who, nevertheless, is a' believer in revelation* 
Ask him generally, if he agree with St. Paul in 
his declaration, that those who sow to the flesh 
shall reap corruption, and he will grant a ready 
assent, and perhaps go into a strain of the most 
edifying comments upon it; but apply the 
matter to himself — ^tell him that by an ardent 
and unchastized pursuit of money he is sowing 
to the flesh, and he will difier both from you 
and St. Paul — ^he will attempt to show that his 
practice is not adverse to this doctrine — he will 
proceed to convince you — of what? why, sim* 
ply of this ; that when the whole of his argu- 
ments are reduced to their obvious meaning, 
they only testify that he has ho influential 
belief in this scriptural precept; that in consi- 
dering the Apostle's advice as a mere general 
maxim, which he may apply in any way, or no 
way, just as it happens to suit him, he does 
not believe that he is deceived, or God is 
mocked. That he conceives he may sow what 
he likes, and he shall still reap the desired har* 
vest — ^that while he ims^nes '* flesK* and 
*' spirit" to be words without any precise mean- 
ing, he has the most clear and definite appre- 
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hension of the properties of gold — that he 
values it— ^be desires it^^^-and, as far as .human 
means permit, he will obtain it. 

There might have been a time, perhaps, when 
he would have maintained his opinions with 
more hesitation and distrust. In the com- 
mencement of his chace after wealth, such com- 
mands as these, to be true and just in all his 
dealings, to do as he would have others do to 
him ; to give to him that asked of him, and 
from him that would borrow not to turn away ; 
to believe that the love of money was the root of 
an evil ; sucb injunctions^ we say, being those 
which his Bible laid upon him, might formerly 
present some obstacles to his pursuit ; but time 
and habit have performed their usual work. 
The sordid practice has become so familiar, so 
blended with the passion, and the passion itself 
so much a part of his existencei, that, as to this 
sin, the man is spiritually blind ; his " con- 
science is seared as with a red-hot iron ;" his 
moral vision is totally gone ; and he can no 
iBore, upon this point, be said to be able to 
discriminate right from wrong, than a person 
who is bom blind could distinguish colours. It 
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is the same as to every other prevailing sin. 
The understanding, enslaved by its predomi- 
nant and indulged indination, is compelled by 
the passions to reserve a saving clause for that 
particular propensity, whatever it may be ; and 
thus, though urged by that cherished vice, to 
be perpetually defying the express declaration 
of the living God, who proclaims that the fruit 
of the flesh is corruption, the deluded offender 
continues to sow the seeds of those fruits, ex- 
pecting to reap any thing, and every thing, but 
the harvest which is promised him. Infidelity 
is not confined to the disbelievers in revelaticm 
— ^men are infidels as to every thing which op« 
poses their passions; upon this subject they 
refuse assent even to the evidence of their 
senses ; for the whole state' of the world con- 
firms the awful truth, that " God is not mocked, 
and that what a man sows he actually does 
reap" — the histoiy of every individual confirms 
it : the course of every person's life, who has 
passed the meridian of his days, would bear 
testimony to the silent, and perhaps unmarked, 
but most sure aud unerring justice of the 
Deity. No truth is more obvious, than that 
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we are always gathering the fruits which we 
have planted ; but no truth is more overlooked 
or more disregarded. Few persons seem either 
to know or to care what seeds they are casting 
into the ground, not considering that not a day, 
not an hour, but those seeds are ripening for 
life or death, for happiness or misery. Some 
appear to be vegetating in indolent inactivity ; 
others, blest by the Giver of all Good, with 
sweet dispositions and amiable tempers, enjoy 
their allotted comforts, and slide over their 
allotted sorrows, with an inobservance which 
their natural inclination to be happy enforces, 
and which it is so easy to mistake for the effects 
of Christianity. But inactive as these persons 
seem, they are still insensibly planting for futu- 
rity, and they have their reward, which, in the 
dealings of Providence, is always strictly ana- 
logous to the invisible Tnotive^ not the apparent 
actum. 

To live at peace with all their fellow-crea- 
tures — ^to enjoy their society — to make no trou- 
ble, and to take as little as they possibly can, 
being the objects to which, by the influence of 
natural temperament, they are directed, they 
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succeed in securing them. They are usually 
loved in youth and age— they live unmolested, 
and die regretted — and are generally amongst 
the instances which the world produces as 
^* doing honour to religion/* when, in justice to 
the departed, they might be cited as examples 
of doing equal honour to many things which 
religion opposes. However, ** the world will 
love its own" — such persons reap what they 
have sowed — " verily, they have their reward." 
There is also the philosopher, the moralist, 
who sows with care the seeds of such fruits as 
he most values. The words flesh and spirit, 
and corruption and everlasting life, he makes 
no great account of. St. Paul he is apt to con- 
sider as a vehement declaimer, not much to be 
depended upon ; but, on the whole, the precept 
which we are now considering, he, in a qualified 
measure, agrees with. He cannot fail to have 
remarked, that to be respectable and secure, 
and distinguished and thriving, he must be 
honest, and self-denying, and diligent, and 
kind. Virtue is the tool with which he is to 
work for happiness ; he therefore puts the curb 
upon such propensities as would interfere with 
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bis purpose, and thus he sows for the future. 
He reaps die respect and good-wiU, a&d ho- 
Bour of the woiid, and in that enjoyment of 
heahh, and ease, and fortune, and comfort, which 
waks upon a suljugated will, and resisted pas- 
sionSy he aiso '' has his reward/' But it is to be 
ieaxed that there are many whom the world 
. accounts amongst its excellent and lovely, who 
are still to be numbered with those who only 
sow to the ilesh« Wherever *^ faith, which 
wbrioeth by love," has no influence in directing 
the labours of the husbandman ; wherever He 
k not known, ** whom to know is life eternal t" 
wherever *' despite is done to the Spirit of 
Grace," can we as ra^iona/ beings, indulge any 
just expectation of reaping that everlasting Tife, 
which is expressly declared to be the result of 
sowing to the Spirit? 

But the misfortune is, that scarcely any per- 
sons will take the trouble to reflect on these 
things* The labour of thinking to any useful 
purpose is too intense, and often too painful, to 
be vduntarily undertaken; and we are well 
contented (certainly in our own instance, if not 
in that of others^) to take it for granted, that if 
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we do as much good, and aslitde harm as pos* 
sible, all is going on well within us ; acceding 
to the maxim of the Poet, 

" He can't be wrong, whose fife is in the right" 

The temptations of '^ the God of this world/' 
conspire to lull this fatal security, and to blind 
our eyes, especially on small occasions, to the 
dangers that surround us. Every human being 
has some besetting sin — some weak side that 
requires to be especially guarded ; and every 
natural heart, as we have before remarked in 
the lover of money, has some exemption to 
claim for that peculiar infirmity. '* I cannot 
help my temper,'' says the passionate man; 
" it is my misfortune." " I cannot help the 
strength of my passions,'' says the votary of 
licentious pleasure. We do not, perhaps, so 
openly hear the complaint, '' I cannot be 
strictly honest, because I want to be rich :" or, 
'' I cannot speak the truth, because I hare an 
inclination to deceive, whenever deceit would 
serve my turn" — ^but we b^iold it practicaUy 
illustrated every day. 

Yet, ID vain shall you tell such penKHos, that 
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by indulging their evil propensities, they are 
preparing punishment, and may expect it, as 
surely as the labourer the harvest he has sown. 
Assure them that God has decreed that it must 
be so. Illustrate what you say, as you too 
surely may by examples. Shew the passionate, 
the irritable, the selfish, the unamiable, some 
kindred spirit now reaping, in his neglected, 
and forsaken, and dishonoured age, the fruits 
he has planted. Bid the bold libertine look at 
his prototype — ^haggard — and needy — and dis- 
reputable — and despised. Tell the sordid lover 
of money to behold the miser's end ; a dying 
miser with an awakened conscience ! Where 
is his treasure now ? — the end is come — and 
what does ike reap ? Is it lamenting friends, 
and loving children — a grave much honoured 
with their tears — a memory endeared and ve- 
nerated ? No — it is death abhorred and shrunk 
from by himself — greeted with pleasure, as his 
portion, by those, who scarcely watch the earth 
<:Bat over him, erfe they riot in the stores he 
gave his soul to accumulate. Tell the deceiver 
and the violater of truth, that his crooked 
courses must be discoveredi and that he is 
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sowing the seeds of shame and remorse^ Call 
his attention to the lot of those whose branded 
names ha^e sealed their punishment. They 
werei perhaps^ long trimnphant — ^long secure 
and masked — and hugged themselves in con" 
scious safety — and laughed at justice as an 
empty name. But nothing is hid that shall 
not be known — and their iniquity at length 
stands disclosed to view — and most manifestly, 
most awfully— is God at last found true. Ton 
may tell all this^— you may prove it even to a 
demonstration — ^but you prove in vain, till He 
to whom the power, and the wisdom, and the 
excellency belongs, manifests himself as he 
does not unto the world, and shews the be- 
liever what are the puiposes of his providence* 
Then the enlightened mind acquaints itself 
with God, and is at peace. 

It sees, indeed, the agency of second cause* 
perpetually at work ; but sees them moved by 
that unerring Intelligence, which imparts order 
and meaning, where all before was confusiott 
and mystery. 

It is the privilege of the Christian, and of 
him only, to have a right judgment in all 
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things* He yiews in this disoideied wodd the 
ripening purposes of Sovereign Power. Where 
others are continually deceived and deceiviag, 
** ever learning but never able to come to th€ 
knowledge of the truth/' because they seek it 
not at the living fountain; he receives the 
word '' into an honest and good heart, sumI 
brings forth firuit an hundred /old." Ever an 
the habit of tracing out the operations of 
Providence, the history of himself and of all 
connected with him, presents a page of never- 
ceasing interest. Continually occupied in con- 
necting effects with their causes, he seldom 
errs in fdacing to their proper account, the 
visitations of his Heavenly Master. He is 
not deceived ; he knows that *' God is not 
mocked.'' ** For that sm, I endured that 
punishment," is the acknowledgment of his 
penitential heart, wrung with a sense of God's 
justice in his dealkigs with his creatures. 

With whatever sacrifice— whatever sufiering, 
the ii^exible course of justice may, m tiiis 
world, enforce retribution, it is most consola- 
tory to know, that it k never too bte to plant 
for a bfissfU eternity. WhHst iSie multiplied 
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grie£i of self-pioeuied suffering; perpetuaUj 
remind us how woefully and how eooapletely 
one part of tUs prophetic Scripture is fulfilling, 
we surely cannot reafionahly doubt the e^fual 
accomplishment of the other. We know in 
many cases, for we witness, how swrely the 
indulgence of sensnal fMituits brings with it 
its own punishment; and in the innumerablei 
instances, which tempt the perplexed believer 
to say like David, «4ien he sees ^ prospe* 
rity of the wicked, that *^ they are not id 
troubk as othcv men, neither are ^ej plagiied 
like other men ;" yet taught by that* Spirit of 
truth, which guiA^ into aH truth, he sooa also, 
like the Psalmist, exclaims, '* When I thought 
to know this, it was too painful for me ; 

<' Until I weitt ittto die sanctuary of CM; 
dften understood I their end, 

'^ Surely tkou didst set them in dippety 
places; diou caetedst them down into de- 
stnicticm. 

'^ Hov axe they brought into desolatkMi* as 
in a moment ! Aey are utt»ly consumed with, 
tesiors. 

" As a dfeasn when ono avaketk; so, O 
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Lordy when ihou awakest, thou shall despise 
their image." 

' If, then, the sinner gather his allotted fruits^ 
as we have constant proof confirming the word 
of God that he does, need we doubt the rich 
harvest of the expecting saint ? It is promised 
him in many an encouraging portion of the 
Sacred Volume i and he meekly waits for it. 
Amidst the conflict of protracted hope,, and 
painful suffering, he possesses his soul in pa- 
tience. 

The decisive hour must come— »the hour of 
justice— he has seen it eome in every instance 
that met his observation* No calculation of 
numbers is more certain to his senses, than 
the Apostle's declaration, that " what a man 
sows that shall he also reap.-^ He, perhaps, 
has sown the seeds of his immortal fruit in 
bitterness and tears— amidst the struggle of 
contending passions— -the pangs of bodily af- 
fliction — the yet worse pangs of mental agony 
••—the subjugation of the will — and the daily 
crucifixion of rebellious nature. This he has 
done — and this he does — again, and yet again 
-••-aiid still it is to do. But does he faint — 
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or doubt his recompence ? — O no— he is too 
well skilled in the ways of Providence, to 
distrust their undeyiating course. He beholds, 
by the eye of faith, the fields already white 
unto the harvest — and though, for a time, 
denied the fruition of his hopes, and doomed 
for the present, to go on his way weeping, he 
believes that f^ he shall doubtless com^ again 
bearing precious seed, and bringing his sheaves 
with him." ... 



CHAPTER XL 



OK HOLINESS. 



'* Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness."— 2 Pit. iiL 11* 

It is not uncommon to hear persons support 
their arguments against the peculiar sanctity 
which the Christian doctrines enforce, by 
alleging that they were addressed to those, and 
to those alone^ who existed at the period when 
they were first promulgated. The state both 
of the Jewish and Gentile world, was, at that 
time, they say, deplorable. The former had 
lost all traces of the spirituality of their reli- 
gion, and merely adhered to its forms; the 
latter was sunk in the grossest idolatry. They 
accordingly maintain that it was against this 
state of abomination, that the strong language 
occasionally used by the Saviour and his Apos- 
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ties, respecting a renewed and converted heart, 
was principally, if not exclusively, addressed. 

But this is a species of argument which is 
not supported by fact. The state of the worlds 
at the coining of our Lord, doubtless was de«> 
plorable, and called for the most energetic and 
awful reproof; but when we consider its con* 
ditton at the present day, under the full blaze 
of Gospel illumination, can we admit it to be 
any otherwise improved, than as Christianity 
itself has contributed to improve it ? But the 
restraints which religion* imposes, and the ad- 
vantages which spring from those restraints, are 
so gradual and silent, that their claim upon our 
gratitude is very indistinctly perceived, and 
very inadequately acknowledged. 

There are not many persons who have the 
inclination to indulge in speculative habits; and 
still fewer who would wish to pursue any chain 
of thought which had a tendency to reproof 
or correction; it is therefore to be expected 
that whilst the outward sign of evil no longer 
exists, they should be easily satisfied that the evil 
itself is gone« The altars of the heathen they 
perceive are overturned; and as Jupiter and 
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Juno have no longer their worshippers, it would 
be difficult to persuade them there was any 
Idolatry left, or that he whom the Scriptures 
recognize as the god of this world, had any 
followers. IVhile churches imd chapels are 
daily opened for public worship, they do not 
inquire if they are filled — or if filled, whether 
the service of the sanctuary be the service of 
the heart and of the soul. But, we would ask, 
does the mere <ittendance there, enforce a 
changed and a renewed spirit? On the con- 
trary, should we be too severe, in believing that 
many persons return from the service of a Chris- 
tian church, as little edified, in so far as re-^ 
lates to any effectual and radical alteration of 
heart and life, as if they had been assisting at 
the sacrifices of a heathen deity ? 

It is the motive which sanctifies the deed ; 
and not the outward action, but the inward 
state of the heart before God, is the principal 
point. That human actions are generally far 
better now than they were, in the days of the 
Apostle, is readily admitted. Whilst the pure 
and dazzling radiance of Christian truth emits 
its^ glprious b^ams, many evil deeds mutt shroud 
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their gailt ia secrecy, which would Otherwise 
stalk unshamed and unreproved in open, day ; 
and this is no very inferior advantage, amongst 
the many which Christianity has been the 
means of bestowing upon mankind. But it is 
an advantage which» in so far as it only affects 
the external conducti can obviously have no 
ref(^rence to that renewal of heart which. is 
comprised in the term holiness; a chairac^ 
teristic which all experience and obseivatiou^ 
in unison with the testimony of Scripture, de- 
nies to man in his natural and unconverted 
state. That in that state^ he possesses many 
moral and amiable qualities, is not to be dis- 
puted; and that, in the due exercise of his 
social and relative duties towards hi» fellow 
creatures, he is frequently the proper object of 
human praise and love^ is also allowed^ But 
that in the exercise of his duties to God, Avhich 
reasonably demand his devoted love^ his de- 
voted submission, and that full surrender of his 
will to the will of his Maker, which inspires a 
delight, a joy, a complete satisfaction in the 
fulfilment of these duties— that in these exer« 
xiseSy he is freely, fully, and complacently oc- 

K 3 



198 KELIOIOUS THOUGHTS. 

cupiedy few persons, if any, will venture to 
affirm. Might it not be asserted, on the con- 
trary, that they are naturally iricsome, weari- 
some, and burdensome to him in the extreme; 
and that, rather than submit to them, he will 
exhaust himself in trying to discover, or to 
invent reasons against wearing the yoke of a 
servitude so repugnant and so distasteful to 
him? Few things more clearly testify this, 
than the ingenuity with which the most moral 
and virtuous of persons still contrive to dispute 
the necessity for that spirituality which religion 
enjoins. They will go a certain length, and 
a very laudable length, in the exercise of its 
duties. They have imbibed a certain portion 
of truth. The spray from its celestial fountain 
has fallen upon, and refreshed them; buthavmg 
failed to drink of the living stream, they want 
the increase in divine strength which, neither 
he that planteth, nor he that watereth, but God 
alone can give. They are perhaps charitable 
in the largest and most lovely sense of the 
word ; not only in bestowing their money (often 
the most easily bestowed of any thing) but their 
time, their talents, to the service of their poorer 
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brethren; and round their oppressed equals 
throwing continually a shield of tenderness to 
guard their errors from the discussion, and still 
more from the attacks of the slanderer. Con- 
stant and attentive in the service of the sanc- 
tuary and of the closet, '^ yet one thing they 
lack ;*' it is that vital principle of holiness which 
is the very breath and being of the Divine life ; 
and which, not possessing, they cannot compre-< 
hend; and not comprehending, they cannot 
believe to exist. In all the practical duties of 
religion they are so exemplary, that many a 
devout Christian in beholding them is tempted 
to exclaim " ye are not far from the kingdom 
of (jod.*" But speak to them " of the love of 
God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost ;*' of the life which the Christian lives in 
the flesh, being what St. Paul describes (Gal. ii. 
20.) " I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless 
I live : yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me ;'' and you will find by a 
passive smile, and a shake of the head, either at 
your melancholy delusion, or that of St. Paul, 
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or by a declaration that *^ these are mysteries 
with which we have nothing to do/' that their 
faith is bounded within a circumscribed sphere^ 
and extends not to their experiencing any of that 
sweet and heavenly communion which the ^* 
ritual mind delights to hold ** with Him, whom, 
having not seen^ it loves ;" nay worse than this, 
that they are just as much inclined to treat with 
contempt the capability of that divine commu^ 
nion, and that spiritual love as the most openly 
professing disciples of infidelity. . They do not, 
indeed, with irreverent and indiscreet levity^ 
deride the doctrines which they confess they do 
not understand ; but the ingenious sophistry 
with which they will endeavour to reduce their 
force, or explain it away, ;0r, in short, do any 
thing but admit the possibility of their being 
made applicable to man's present condition, too 
clearly testifies that with them " the offence of 
the cross has not yet ceased ;" and that, to all 
intents and purposes, as far as relate to that 
regeneration of heart which our blessed Lord^ 
in his discourse with Nicodemus, treats of as 
indispensable, they are yet absolutely dead. 
Scarcely any case seems to demand more 
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compassion aiid tenderness of tteatment than 
ihe case of such persons ; and none would the 
jreal believer more affectionately address^ He 
would intreat them to look round the world, 
>* You admit its degraded state/' would he say ; 
" you admit that it is difficult and adverse to 
the will to pursue a religious course ; that the 
heart does not entirely love its Creator as it 
should do ; and that, without doubt,, man is very 
much fallen in his nature. You admit, that to 
assert he could ever so come from the hand of a 
pure and holy God, would be to make him the 
4iuthor of the evili he only for wise, though mys- 
terious purposes, permits* You admit that he 
sent his Son into the world to suffer and to die, 
in order that he might remedy this evil. Can 
then the evil be a slight one which called lor 
such a remedy as this ? Is it sufficient to say 
that we are only very muck fallep from our 
original state; are we not ivholfy and entirely 
fallen in respect to our relation with the Qod 
who made us ? That, from the highest to the 
lowest operations of nature, the means are fitted 
to the end| in the simplest and most beautiful 
manner, is a fact) which observation amply tes- 

K 5 
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tifies; and shall the Author of nature, in the 
most stupendous of his works, the mighty work 
of human redemption, that work '' which angels 
desire to look into," shall he here be supposed 
to desert the constancy and wisdom of his oper- 
ations, and employ the most awful and impor- 
tant means to compass a comparatively trifling 
and unimportant end? It is surely impossible 
to dwell for an instant upon a supposition so 
extravagant, without disclaiming all belief in 
the Scripture character of God, and of his Son, 
and of the work of human redemption alto* 
gether. But so far from this, you profess the 
most absolute faith in revelation ; you do not 
attempt or vdsh to qualify your assent to its 
peculiar doctrines ; you deny that you are an 
atheist, or a deists or a Socinian, or any thing 
but a believer in Jesus Christ, as " God manifest 
in the flesh*" Whence then your resistance to 
some of the most distinguishing characteristics 
of the religion you profess ? Perhaps you reply 
that you do not resist them. Yet I produce as 
its peculiar and distinguishing characteristics, 
faith in the Saviour operating so actively in the 
life, as to constrain the convert to exclaim with 
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St. Paul, << the life that I live in th flesh I Uve 
by the faith of the Son of God :" love to the 
Saviour, bringing home to the heart an experi- 
mental conviction of that ^* acceptance in the 
beloved" of which also the Apostle speaks ; joy 
in the Saviour, which prompts a delightful sym- 
pathy in the devout confidence of St. Paul, '' I 
know in whom I have believed ;** a continued 
sense of the Spirit^s influence on the soul, which 
realizes the prophet's assurance, '' and ye shall 
hear a voice within you sayings, this is the way^ 
walk ye in it ;** a habit of turning to this gra- 
cious and holy guest, for guidance and for 
strength, and, above all things, for that sane* 
tification of heart and life which is the evidence 
of his presence, and of his renovating power; — 
I speak of these things, and I am told that, 
although they are to be found in the Bible, we 
have nothing to do with them ; they were ad- 
dressed to other persons, or they mean some-'' 
thing different to what they express ; or, let them 
mean what they will, we can never understand 
them. 

It is painful enough to hear this language from 
the idle, the thoughtless, the infidel, and the 

K 6 
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profane ; but fropi you, so calculated to .do 
honour to your Master's cause, it is doubly pain- 
ful : but, alas! ivhichever w^y we turn our eye9, 
the Apostle's remark is sorrowfully verified, that 
'^ the carnal mind i^ eumity against Gdd, for it 
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." 

The whole * disordered condition of the world 
evinces it to be in a state of th^most awful anar- 
chy and rebellion against its Creator. It " groans 
and travails in pain." This is the fundamental 
truth on which every other religious truth de- 
pends. It is in vain to qualify it; it is in vain to 
plead some extenuation of man's guilt; it is in: 
vain to] speak of righteous works and virtuous 
feelings, and tender sympathies, while love to God 
is wanting, while gratitude to God is wanting — 
gratitude for the gift of a Saviour-^humble ador-* 
ation — trusting: faith — simple obedience — the. 
single eye that looks to Jesus as the author and 
finisher of faith ! Where, where is all this ? 
You tell me no wher&— there is no such thing. 
But do not think because you feel it not^ that 
it has no existence. That love to God is re- 
quired of us as a duty^ and the first of duties^ 
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t^aimot be denied without denying the truth of 
the Scriptures from beginning to end ; and to 
^y that the Almighty would demand what he 
had denied us the means of rendering to him, 
would surely be as unreasonable as it would be 
irreligious. That the . power to know and to 
love God must be given by God, we readily 
allow ; perhaps you never may have sought it 
at the throne of grace. But others have ; and 
as surely as there lives in heaven a prayer- 
hearing God, their supplications have been 
crowned with full fruition. The love of God is 
the Holy Spirit's work in the soul; and it is 
granted to the prayers of those who earnestly 
seek the Spirit's influence* *' If ye then being 
evil know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall my heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask it ?" 

It is under this sanctifying process, that 
the character advances to holiness,, dies daily 
to the worl4, and becomes more and more 
fit for heaven. The whole aim and object of 
such a character is God. To love him more^ 
and serve him better, is its single purpose. The 
renewed heart is the temple of the Holy Spirit,, 
apd as such a temple does its possessor venerate; 



206 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

and respect it. Would he introdace into that 
temple aught that could contaminate it ? No ; 
his whole life is an avowed warfare with sin, his 
deadly and unsparing foe ; that he must yet 
be subject to its attacks, though delivered from 
its hateful dominion^ is, to the end of life, his 
bitterest source of sorrow. 

When shall I die to vanity, pain, death* 
When shall I die — when shall I live for ever ? 

is his constant theme. 

Yet, after all, perhaps you will say, this is 
very loose and indefinite ; the state of which 
you speak, may arise from the ebullitions of 
constitutional temperament, not from any fixed 
and steady principles. But this we deny. We 
deny that it can arise from mere starts of feel- 
ing; or that it is evanescent; or that it is 
natural ; or that it is, to human power, prac- 
ticable ; *' for the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned." But when once the first principles of 
the Christian faith are spiritually discerned, 
there is a new life begun in the soul ; it is bom 
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again of God, and shall never die, *^ but has its 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life." 
One of the first fruits of holiness is liberty. " If 
the Son make you free, then are you free in- 
deed." The thraldom of the passions, the ty- 
ranny of the will, the perversity of the afifections, 
those fetters whose iron entereth into the soul, 
the holy man is perfectly delivered from. They 
may rage, but they can never reign over that 
heart which is filled with the <* faith that worketh 
by love." No other principle efiectuaUy dis- 
places their dominion, and reduces them to their 
inferior and proper sphere, and renders their 
subjugation a pleasing and acceptable sacrifice 
to the Lord. 

Many principles may suffice to prompt re- 
sistance to their power; but, as we have before 
observed, motive is every thing in the sight of 
God. To what purpose then (except indeed 
for a temporal interest) can a round of lifeless 
duties be pursued, if the service is not one of 
love ? '' To what purpose is the multitude of 
your sacrifices unto me?'' saith the Lord, 

*' Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is 
an abomination unto me ; the new moons and 
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sabbathsi the calling of aBsemblies I cannot away 
with ; it is iniquity, even the solemn assembly. 
And when ye spread forth your hands^ I will 
hide mine eyes from you ; yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear *." 

Love to God is the essence of holiness, the 
main-spring of religious duty, the lire that alone 
descends upon the altar, kindles the sacrifice^ 
and causes it to ascend with a sweet smelling 
savour up to heaven. It is holiness which not 
only delivers the fettered will from its earthly 
chains, but influences it to delight in the things 
to which it is naturally so averse. The thick and 
heavy veil of sense no longer on the heart, it is 
released from the confused and distorted views 
in which the temptations of the world, in unison 
with those of the great enemy, had presented 
every object to its notice. It is enabled not 
only to pursue as desirable, but to love as beau^ 
tiful, the truths of religion ; it is empowered not 
Xnerely to assent to them with cold approbation, 
but to choose them as its portion with thank-> 
fulness, and joy. It has a view of truth, which 

* Isaiahi. 11.13. l^f 
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the spirit of truth alone can give i it stands a^ 
it were^ upon ail eminence^ and looks down 
upon the worlds and upon its own former ways, 
with a new sense. It beholds not the danger 
so much as the loathsomeness of sin — not the 
frivolity^ but the madness of the generality 
of thinking beings — not their inattention, and 
want of love, but their state of total rebellion 
towards God. Nor is it with any sentiments 
of Pharisaical pride that a converted person^ 
thus contemplates a *' whole world lying in* 
wickedness ;" but, as himself, a brand snatched 
from the burning — as himself, saved only by 
the grace of Him^ ** who giveth no account of 
his matters"— as himself, one who, but for thai/ 
grace, must have augmented the number of 
those '' who like not to retain Ood in theii!* 
knowledge; his spirit melts with compassion' 
for his unhappy fellow-creatures; and, whiles 
he implores that God would continue to him 
the faith by which alone he himself stands, hid^ 
heart's desire and prayer for his brethren is, 
like that of the Apostle's for Israel, '^ that they 
may be saved." But you will here, perhaps, 
if you admit the possibility of such a state of 



210 RELIGIOUS THOUGHTS. 

heavenly-mindedness, still object, that to the 
greater part of the world it is impracticable ; 
for, that the duties and engagements of every- 
day life would totally preclude the attainment 
of a temper of mind so wholly opposed to them. 
It is granted that, comparatively, but few per- 
sons have leisure for the cultivation of a high 
state of spirituality ; but there is ample ground 
in Scripture for the encouragement . of the 
lowest and feeblest of the true servants of God. 
The parable of the talents alone suffices to 
prove to us, that God is not a hard Master, 
^' requiring much where much has not been 
given/' Blessed indeed are those to whom 
the lai^st portion of time, and talent, and 
opportunity has been granted here, to prepare 
for his better service hereafter. Highly fa- 
voured they must consider themselves above 
their fellows; not from any presumptuous 
and unfounded supposition that their future 
state of bliss will be in any degree higher than 
that of others ; but because their present hap- 
piness is greater. God gives them time, and 
ability, and inclination for the noblest, the 
purest, the best of pleasures — the constant 
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pursuit of what is pleasing to Him — and justly 
do they esteem themselves blessed that *^ the 
lot has fallen to them in so fair a ground." 

But do those who are less favoured with 
these rich opportunities, employ such as are 
granted them with diligence and faithfulness ? 
We are told that ^* to hun which hath, shall be 
given, and from him which hath not, shall be 
taken away that which he seemeth to have." 

None are so busy as to have no hour, no 
half hour, no ten, or five minutes in the day, 
to give to Him who gives them every thing. 
Do they lament to find themselves so straitened 
in His service? Do they seize with thank** 
fulness each precious interval that ofiers for 
religious improvement ? Do they lift the heart 
in mental prayer, when the restraints of socij^ty 
and occupation deny the outward exercise of 
language ? Alas 1 why should we prosecute so 
hopeless, so painful an inquiry! The diffi«> 
culties which occupation, and the necessary 
pursuits of life, place in the way of a religious 
course, are as feathers in the scale, mere atoms 
—mere mockery to name as difficulties, com- 
pared with that <' leaden cloak of infidelity" 



which wraps up the affections in such selfish*' 
ness, and sin, and sensuality, as makes^ the 
emancipation of the spirit it encloses^ a mi-^ 
racle, which nothmg but the supernatural work 
of God's grace can possibly effectuate. And 
how often does that grace solicit entrance in 
the poor deluded hearty but solicit it in vain ! 
How often with the most profligate and aban-' 
doned,' must " the still small voice" have 
pleaded! What thoughts — what profitable 
thoughts must have been quenched in the 
minds of thousands and of millions ! 

Witness the crowds that gaze upon the exe- 
cution of a criminal ! Watch their appalled 
kbd horror-stiicken faces I See the great God 
df truth now Working by his Spirit on their 
guilty souls I The fruit of sin is visibly before 
them — they tremble and are still. The voice 
within speaks solemnly ! **why will ye die?" 
it seems to say^ Almost they think of prayer 
• — of penitence-^but another voice too often 
heard — too often listened to — the false-delud- 
ing voice — the liar and the murderer's Voice 
deceives them still — " ye shall not die — ye 
shall not surely die !" lulls them to fatal ^ace^ 
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tod binds them once agab, his ivilling', self- 
devoted victims. 

To be turned then, from the power of dark- 
ness unto light, and from the service of thi^ 
deceiver, who, though ii^ a different degree, 
yet in the same manner would enslave every 
living soul-^to be translated 'mto "the glorious 

4 

liberty of the children of God," is the gradual 
work of a sanctifying process carried on by th^ 
Holy Spirit of God, in the heart of every truly 
converted character^ That this transformation 
is essential to salvation, we read in almost 
every part of Scripture. 

*^ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. 

" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be ham of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

^^ Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must 
be bom again*." 

" If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. 

* John UL 3. 5. y« 
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<< Be ye transfoimed by the renewing of 
your mind *. 

*^ And yon hath he quickened, who were 
dead iil trespasses and sins, f 

That it is given to prayer, we are also thus 
assured: 

*^ If ye then being evil know how to giv^ 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him % ? 

*^ If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I 
will do it. 

'^ And I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever. 

'' Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, nei- 
ther knoweth him, but ye know him, for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you §." 

We cannot therefore better conclude the 
consideration of this subject, than with the 
pious supplications of good Archbishop Leigh- 
ton : — 

* Rom. ziL 2. f Ephes. ii. 1. 

: Luke zL 13. $ John, m 14. 16, 17. 
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^^ O inyisible God, who seest all things ; 
eternal Light! before whom all darkness is 
lighty and in comparison with whom every 
other light is but darkness ; the weak eyes of 
our understanding cannot bear the open and 
full rays of thine inaccessible light ; and yet 
without some glimpses of that light from hea-^ 
veui we can never direct our steps, nor proceed 
towards that country which is the habitation of 
light. May it therefore please Thee, O Father 
of lights, to send forth thy light and thy truths 
that they may lead us directly to thy holy 
mountain. Thou art good and the fountain of 
goodness ; give us understanding, that we may 
keep thy precepts. That part of our past lives 
which we have lost in pursuing shadows, is 
enough, and indeed too much ; bring back our 
souls into the path of life, and let the wonder- 
ful sweetness thereof, which far exceeds all the 
pleasures of this earth, powerfully yet plea- 
santly preserve us from being drawn aside 
therefrom by any temptation from sin or the 
world. Purify, we pray thee, our souls from 
all impure imaginations, that thy most beautiful 
and holy image may be again renewed within 
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us, and by contemplating thy glorious perfec- 
tions, we may feel daily improved within us 
that diyine similitude^ the perfection whereof, 
we hope, will at last make us for ever happy in 
that iiill and beatific vision we aspire after^ 
Till this^ most blessed day break, and the sha* 
dows .fly-away, let thy Spirit be continually 
with us, and may we feel the powerful effects 
of his divine grace, constantly directing and 
supporting our steps, that aU our endeavours 
0iroughout the whole remaining part of our 
lives, may serve to promote the honour of thy 
blessed name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER XII. 



ON SUFFERING AND DEATH. 



'* These are they which came out of great tribulation." 

Bev. vU. 14. 

The dim and imperfect view which our limited 
capacities compel us to take of most subjects, 
aud our strong resistance to whatever thwarts 
and opposes our vehement desire of happiness,, 
combine to render suffering of any kind totally 
abhorrent to our nature. 

At the same time that this intense and insa- 
tiable thirst for enjoyment, forcibly, we may 
almost say demonstrates that there is a future 
state for its fruition, it forms, by the disappoint-^ 
ment which commonly accompanies it, the source 
of perpetual and profitable, though painful dis* 
cipline. We require a very powerful monitor 
to wem us from vanity : npne is so effectual as 

L 
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suffering, without whose practical lessons the 
precepts of the sublimest morality would, it is 
to be feared, prove vnsalutaiy and uninfluen- 
tial. 

The tender ties of nature, the exercise of the 
sweet affections they excite, the contemplation 
of the ever new and ever lovely works of crea- 
tion^-the enjoyment of health, and strength, 
and mtellect, and all the precious gifts of a 
bountiful 6od» are so truly valuable, and so 
justly dear, that in the most resigned and sanc*- 
tified mind, there could scarcely be expected 
to exist any very ardent aspirations after a 
higher and more saitisfactory state of existence 
than this, in which' it is permitted to luxuriate 
in such pure pleasures — ^pleasures that may be- 
truly numbered amongst those ** which are given 
us richly to enjo/'-— were there not minj^ed 
with thi^se exquisite enjoyments> such a portion 
of alloy, as indicates that here we have ^ no 
continuing city," and admonishes us to ** seek 
one to come." 

But it is not only as a teacher for iuturityr 
that affliction ever and anon summons us to 
her severe, but exceU^t school ; it is also for 
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0)ir present adyantage that she appears ; and 
there are few of us to whom she does not, in 
this respecty prove inestimable. Even the man 
whose limited observation and obdurate heart 
predude him from extendmg the effects of her 
instructions to their ultimate and noble end, 
is still sometimes improved by them^ to a de- 
gree, and in a manner in which no other species 
of instruction would have improved him. The 
suffering man (unless he be totally abandoned 
to a reprobate mind) is likely to be the better 
man for his sufferings. We do not say that he 
will be the more religious man, for that is by 
no means a necessary, though it may, and 
often does prove, an attendant consequence 
upon his case. But he is thus far likely to be 
a better man, that he is brought to think-— he 
is practically taught that he is a dependant 
being; jthat whatever his advantages^ he is as 
poor and as powerless to command his own 
happiness, as the meanest creature that exists ; 
and that, be his confidence in the course of 
events what it may, the most unexpected, and 
perhaps, apparently the most trivial cause, 
which he could neither foresee nor prevent, is 

L 2 
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sufficient to dash his hopes for ever to the 
ground. 

He must also be a thoroughly hardened and 
inveterate sinner, if his heart as well as his un^ 
derstanding is not improved, A state of unin- 
terrupted felicity is a dangerous state ; and we 
are well admonished by the prayers of our sim- 
ple and beautiful Litany, ** in all time of our 
wealth" to intreat for Divine mercy. The sins 
of selfishness are apt to flourish to excess in 
the hot-bed of happiness. We want the sti- 
mulus of personal sufiering to excite our jsym- 
pathy in the distresses of others, and to rouise 
that love to our unhappy brethren, which the 
compassionate Lord of all pronounced to be the 
test of his followers — '^ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one toward., another," ' Mr. Cecil justly ob* 
serves, that " tenderness and sympathy are not 
enough cultivated by any of us. No. one is 
kind enough — gentle enough — ^forbearing and 
forgiving enough. We find throughout our 
Lord's history, the atrongest traits of compas* 
^ion." 

No state can be considered so unfavourable 
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to the promotion of this part of the Christiaiir 
character, as unbroken happiness. Happiness 
has no willing^ communion with one uneasy 
feeling — it is too triumphant— too busy^ to 
pause and give indulgence to the melancholy 
train of reflections which are prompted by sights 
of sorrow. Occupied by the present, and care- 
less for the future, its only soUcitude is to 
maintain and guard the precious interests that 
dwell within the narrow confines of self. 
Doubtless, there will be variations as to the 
manner in which a state of happiness operates 
upon different individuals* In a generous mind 
it will urge to generous deeds; in a pious one 
to gratitude ; and in the most sordid and un- 
principled, perhaps, to random fits of kindness 
to others; just as a child under the influence of 
bribery, is led to do what is desirable; — but the 
better fruits of virtue, self-denial, self-control, 
compassion, and love, are not commonly the 
growth of this soil ; they strike their roots in 
the seemingly sterile, but most rich and thriving 
ground of adversity. There is na levity of cha- 
racter — no habit of inconsideration — no obdu* 

L 3 
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racy of feeling, but must be more or less afiect* 
ed by gufiering. The most callous are softened 
into sympathetic tenderness, in contemplating 
their own peculiar woe, exemplified in the case 
of another; and lips which never before gave 
utterance to sounds of affection, have been 
known to express a warm and real interest in a 
iellow-creature's affliction, when painful expe- 
rience has taught them to understand how 
bitter that affliction is. It is thus that suffer- 
ing ertfoTces upon us the duty of ^' bearing one 
another's burthens.*' 

But large and comprehensive as are its les- 
sons, even when confined to this world, those 
by which it prepares us for another, are by far 
the most to be prized. 

The fuU benefit of suffering is only to be 
justly appreciated by the expectations and 
desires of a glorious immortality, which it is 
so eminently calculated to inspire. . Its full 
perfection is only to be realized in those brighter 
realms to which it paves the wayi It is in this 
view alone that it can be steadily beheld, not 
only with calmness, but with a degree of in- 
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cieasmg joy, whtch^ like ^' the path of the 
ju8t» shines more and more unto the perfect 
day." 

In the most submissive mind, whilst that 
mind remains untouched and unrenewed by the 
Spirit of God, affliction can never be more than 
patiently sustained. That '' joy in tribula- 
tion" of which the Apostle; speaks, can never 
be comprehended, unless the soul be elevated 
to the noblest conceptions of what the Almighty 
designs in the infliction of sorrow. Such con- 
ceptions the Scriptures are alone calculated to 
impart. The Bible, therefore, is almost the 
only book which, inhisdig^tresses, the Christian 
can bear to look intQ* Other works may be 
g valuable to him at other times, but then he re- 
quires to draw his stream of consolation from 
the fountain-head. 

It is not so with the disbeliever in divine re- 
velation ; and hence he has, at the best, such 
vague and uncertain ideas of his case, that the 
sum and substance of whatever degree of resig- 
nation his temperament may permit him to 
display, consists chiefly, if he be an enemy to 
reflection, in his banishing the subject entirely 

L 4 
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from his thoughts ; and if he be a philosopher, 
in his efforts to sustain the dignity of his 
nature, by calmly yielding to what is inevit- 
able ; and if he be a frivolous man, in his whil- 
ing away the precious moments of his visita- 
tion, by occup3ring himself with any trifles 
which may serve to chase away thought, and 
preserve him from the chance of any useful 
meditations. 

Such views may impart an exterior compo- 
sure of conduct, which the world is well inclined 
to admire ; but to the Christian, scarcely any 
sight can be more displeasing than this. Mr. 
Cecil, whose vigorous delineations suggest 
themselves to me whenever I wish to illustrate 
my meaning, mentions the following case: — 
'' I have tried to irritate the torpid inind, but 
all in vain. I once visited a young clergyman 
of this character, who was seized with a dan- 
gerous illness at a coffee-house in town, wht* 
ther some business had brought him ; — the 
lirst time I saw him we conversed very closely 
together, and in the prospect of death he seem- 
ed soUcitous to prepare for it. But I could 
make no sort of impression apon him — all I 
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could possibly say met his entire approbation, 
though I saw his heart felt no interest in it. 
When I visited him the second time, the fear 
of death was gone> and with it all solicitude 
about religion. He was still civil and grateful, 
but he tried to parry off the business on which 
he knew I came. * I will shew you, Sir, some 
little things with which I have worn away the 
hours of my confinement and solitude.' He 
brought out a quantity of pretty and tasty 
drawings. I was at a loss how to express, with 
suitable force and delicacy, the high sense I 
felt of his indecorum and insipidity, and to 
leave a deep impression on his conscience. I 
rose, however, instantly, said my time was ex- 
pired, wished him well, and withdrew *.'^ 

To withdraw is indeed refreshing, when to 
remain would only subject the beholder to that 
pain which every pious heart must experience 
in witnessing the chastening hand of God, thus 
mocked and thus resisted. But blessed be his 
name ! there are amongst the countless thou- 
sands of his suffering creatures, some who ex- 

• Remains, p. 289. 
L 5 
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emplify another, and a' lovilKdr iridw of the jmr- 
poses of aflffiction ; some, who from the depths 
of wretchedness, aie yet enabled to say, '' O 
eome hither, and I wfll tell you what he has 
done for my soal !" • It is well to obey that call 
— ^-you can go nowheite to a better purpose than 
to the house of an a£9tcted Christian — ^you can 
listen to no discourse so edifying as that which 
flows from the lips of him, who in die midst of 
distress can truly exclaim, '^ it is>the Lord; 
let him do what seemeth him good !" That is 
the man to whom affliction, let her come in 
what form she will, comes* always as a messen- 
ger from heaven, — and,)ilEe the Ruler of Israel, 
discoursing with the Satiour, he is ready to re- 
ceive her with the ^ords, *^ I koow thou art a 
teacher come from God ;*' and then he turns 
his gaze, not wh^re rebelliousr nature murmurs 
for her suffiering,^ and daDaoufsfor indulgence 
to her gri^,but whafe his holy monitor advises. 
First, then, she dispenes the cloud in which 
pride and fnll-blown happiness h^d enveloped 
his sms. These she discloses to his^vi^w — she 
tells him to contrast them with his merits — 
she calls upon him to behold his worthlessness— 



she lays him low, down to the dust, and pros- 
trates him before the chastening hand of God. 

O heavenly honr ! sublimest moment in a 
sinnefs life! when the obedient and contrite 
heart melts at the touch of sorrow, and like the 
soft and yielding wax, inibibes the saintly seal 
of God's own Spirit ! 

The most triumphant course 6f human joy 
has no such houtasthisl This is that hour 
which makes the courts of heaven ring With 
acclamations, and the bright angels that sur- 
round the meroy-8€fiat rejoice to vritness it. 
Let us then meet with no averted face our 
best of Mends, for such it must remain with us 
to make affliction. No ; let us welcome the 
divine, the heavenly guest. She comes to us 
full fraught with blessings, though as yet we 
see them not. 

As yet perhaps we do but recognize her as 
the dark disturber of our joys. It is indeed 
most difficult for the unhappy to extend their 
views beyond the painful present* Sorrow is 
so engrossing, so absorbing in its nature^ that 
it seems, as it were, to fill the whole soul, and 
leave no place for any o&er sentiment. It 

L 6 
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-comes too, for the most part, to an unprepared 
aind unwatchfiil mind. Security is commonly 
the forerunner of danger, but the experienced 
Christian is so well taught in the scriptural 
maxim, " be not high-minded, but fear/' that 
he stands in the midst of his seemingly strong- 
est blessings, rather as their appointed guar- 
dian than their master; as using a deposit 
intrusted for an imcertain period to his care, 
and ready to resign it at any moment, and in 
any manner, that may be required. 

But, be his experience what it may,.he differs 
not from the less advanced believer in the en- 
durance of those fond regrets, which nature in 
her agony will heave, for her departed happi- 
ness. There is a description of Mr. Cecil's 
own case, which beautifully exemplifies a saint 
in his sorrows. I extract the following reflec- 
tions, written in sickness, from his ** Life and 
Remains," an inestimable book to the Christian 
•student ; rich in the best wisdom, profound in 
sentiment, and altogether a manual worthy of 
far better praise than this humble tribute, which 
I am still most happy in offering it. 

'' Sunday noon. — In great pain — disposed to 
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preach again, on a new text. She answered, 
* It is well,* That is, God is wiser than I 
am. He knoweth the way that I takey and 
when I am tried, I shall come forth as gold. 
He knows how to bring good out of this evil. 
What can he take away, that he cannot make 
up to me ? Pain, loss, solitude, what are ye ? 
The way home ! He knows the way — ^that is 
enough. He has promised to be with me in 
the way — that is more than enough. * It is 
welly that is, God is mi^ After than I am. He 
can make this dying and painful way the way 
of life- the way of comfort — the way of joy, as 
well as holiness. He has done it ten thousand 
times — I have seen it done. What child is he 
whom his father chasteneth not ? I would be 
a son, but not scourged. I am a fool whom 
even experience cannot make wise. I see*** 
and * * • and • • * whom he does not chastise ; 
all professors * * • but are they sons ? I see* * * 
and * * * who are sinkii^ under their troubles, 
4md going to Satan for comfort, because they 
are not sons. 

'^ * It is welly* that is, he is better than I am. 
He has thoughts of peaccp while I indulge 
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thoughts ofeviL He means better ihah I can 
give him credit for. He asks me for nothing 
but time and trust, in order to make the whole 
plain and gracious to my eye. ' No/ say I, 
' show it me note;, and it sufficeth.' * What,' 
saith he, ' am I aUme not to be trusted ? How 
many of my creatures have you trusted for 
what you could not see ? How often have you 
rested on dust and ashes, as on a sure founda- 
tion?' 

'* Wednesday moming.---Pain left me after 
the above was put down, and then it was 
thrown aside; but returned this morning at 
four o'clock, and drove me from the bed to 
begin again, but with nothing new. ^ It is 
welV-^-^God is more holy than I, and wili bum 
up the dross. He is more faithful^ and does 
not forget his promise, to purify the sons of 
Levi, that they may first present a pure offer- 
ing, and then be offered up themselves." 
P. 32. 

Suffering is, in truth, the most effectual puri- 
fier of the heart ; and the only visible means by 
which Almighty God sanctifies the soul, and 
occasions it to glorify his cause. It is a pro- 
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c^s in which, to the eye of faith, the workings 
of his Holy Spirit are manifested. It is the 
test by which, in hb divine wisdom, he tried and 
made perfect the capt^ of our salvation* It 
seemed good to Him that, " he should be a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and 
that we should hide, as it were, our faces from 
him.'* '< It pleased him to bruise him, and to 
put him to grief." It was the same with the 
holy apostles and fathers of the chtirch. ' * These 
were they who came out of great tribulation/' 

The whole course of God's providence, illus- 
trates and confirms the doctrine, that '' whom 
the Lord loves, he chastens, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth." The reasons for this, 
Kke all those which distinguish the divine pro- 
ceedings, though not obvious upon a cursory 
view, are still so perfectly intelligible to a hum- 
ble and diligent inquirer, that ** all who run may 
read." The most obtuse intellect is capable of 
comprehending the simple duties of penitence 
and patience and resignation — the peculiar du- 
ties of the afflicted. But, alas ! it is not with 
the obtuse and uneducated that we have to 
contend this point. Generally speaking, there 
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is no class of society who more glorify their 
heavenly Father by humble submission to his 
inflictions, than the religious poor. Much- of 
this quiescence of the will, must, doubtless, be 
attributed to the natural causes of habits of sub- 
mission, and of endurance, and the total absence 
of abstract speculations, which incline them to 
see nothing but what is^ and which prevent their 
sufferings from being heightened by the terrors 
of an indulged and excited imagination. But 
we should dishonour the promise of God, which 
proclaims him as delighting to dwell with him 
that is of a humble and contrite spirit, if we did 
not trace the principal source of their devout 
resignation to the simplicityof their faith, which 
Tests upon the gracious promises of Scripture^ 
believes them to come from God, and that there- 
fore they must be true, and abiding for ever ; and 
applies them to their own individual case, because 
the Bible abounds vrith passages that warrant 
3uch an application. 

' It would he well for many of ** the wise Ones 
of the earth,^' if they added to their mental 
stores, such a simple creed as this ; .but we are 
v^ontinually called upon to remark, how much 
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that is valuable ^< is hid from the wise and pru- 
dent, and revealed unto babes," That any 
rational being should be such a babe in obser- 
vation as not to discern '^ the precious uses of 
adversity/' would be indeed scarcely credible, 
if it were not for the melancholy testimony of 
numbers' who are tobe daily beheld, restored from 
the very vei^e of ruin and the depths of the 
most overwhelming sorrows, to any course but 
the course to which affliction points. Of these 
unhappy persons, what can be said ? Is it not 
to be fearfully believed, that in their unimproved 
return to the sort of happiness they prize, they 
may be designated under that class of whom it 
has been said, *^ Let them alone, they are joined 
to their idols l" 

The fate of those who languish on the bed of 
sickness, who mourn the bereavement of their 
fondest hopes, who watch their best and fairest 
treasures daily fading from their sight, is blessed, 
-and doubly blessed, compared with that of him, 
who turns from the instructive school of sorrow, 
<\mts her dark chambers unsanctified, unpuri- 
fied, and unsubdued; the same gpiilty, thought- 
less, reckless sinner, rushing with eagerness 
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upon the same giddy» cardessi abandoned ivoild 
which God, in bis meicy, would have snatched 
him from. 

Be his distresses what they may, his i^nies 
the sharpest that frail flesh and blood can bear, 
his pangs of soul or body bitterer than language 
can describe, or the most vivid force of imagin- 
ation can conceive, the nian who can lift one 
prayerful thought to God for pity and for par- 
don, for patience and for sanctification, that 
man is to be numbered amongst the chosen 
children of felicity. He is brought where, but 
for his afilictioui he never might have been 
brought, — and where he must have been 
brought, if he ever hoped to be numbered 
amongst the blissful inhabitants of heaven. He 
is brought to a throne of grace ; to a redeeming 
Saviour ; to a pardoning God. And not merely 
as heretofore, perhaps, with words devoid of 
thought, and heartless petitions, of which he 
scarcely understands the meaning ; for, as Arch- 
bishop Leighton justly remarks, " It is certain 
that the greater part of men, as they babble out 
•vain, languid, and inefiicacious prayers, most 
unwortiby the ear of the blessed God, so they 
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fieem in some degree to set a just estimate upoh 
them, neither hoping for any success from them, 
nor indeed seeming to be at all solicitons about 
it, but committing them to the wind as vain 
•words, which, in truth, they are." 

It is not thus unwisely and unwittingly that 
a penitential sufferier is brought before the mercy 
seat of the Almighty ; he is brought as a supr 
pliant in its genuine character; a poor^ unhappj^ 
weak, and helpless sinner, tried with calamity 
beyond his human power to bear, and exercised 
with sorrows that amaze and terrify his under- 
standing. Perhajps some philosopher may visit 
to console him ; but repressed by strong con- 
tempt, just hints the degradation he is bringiiig 
on the dignity of nature by his childish grief, 
and is silent. But our aiSicted man is. no phi* 
losopher. He bids the scornful sage enjoy his 
dignity alone. " For me," he says, I am a 
sinner, I have no dignity, I have no moral ^n- 
deur. The book of reckoning is held up against 
me ; my soul beholds herself a bankrupt to* 
wards her God, and acquiesces in her chastise* 
ment. I see no ground, no scope for selfKiom* 
placency in any thing but peiiitwce — ^the 
humblest; lowliest penitence." 
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There is^ in truth, no other offering, no other 
testimony which can be acceptable in the sight 
of him ** who seeth not as man seeth." To a 
frail misjudging mortal indeed, there may be 
the semblance of something grand and dignified 
in a high unbending demeanour, an unshaken 
firmness, an unbroken spirit in the midst of 
misfortune. But if the Scriptures are not to- 
tally <' a cunningly devised fable," if what they 
tell us has any meaning, how can such views of 
sorrow accord with those purifying, humbling, 
chastening impressions which such passages as 
the following would occasion it to inspire I 

" Behold, happy is the man whom God cor- 
tecteth ; therefore despise not thou the chasten- 
ing of the Almighty *." 

** Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker ; 
let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the 
earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth 
it, what makest thou f ? 

*^ Let all their wickedness come before thee : 
and do unto them as thou hast done unto me 
for all my transgressions, for my sighs are many, 
and my heart is faint t." 

•Jobv.17. t Isaiah xlv. 9. 

X Lain.l 22. 
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** Wherefore doth a living man complab, a 
man for the punishment of his sins ? 

<VLet us search and try our ways^ and turn 
again to the Lord V 
** Submit yourselves therefore to God f." 
^' Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God J." 

These rules, at the same time that they point 
to the only true and legitimate purpose of sor** 
row, viz. the subjugation of the will, and the 
sanctification of the heart, are far more calculated 
to promote rcaZ constancy and unshaken finnness 
of spirit, than any motives which are grouaded 
upon the desire of becoming the object of mere 
human praise. The fortitude of the pious man 
in his affliction, is as a plant warmed by the glo- 
rious sun, and nourished by the dews of heaven, 
daily growing in strength and beauty; whilst 
that of him whose mental energy subsists chiefly 
upon the applauseof others, resembles an exotic, 
forced by artificial means into a feeble and un- 
certain life. Would you, then, admire the 
.triumph of the soul when nature quails beneath 

* L«ffl. ii. 89, 40. f James it. 7. X\ Pet y. <L 
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the anguish of her fleshl j pangs, seek not the 
gloomy chamber which no beam of heavenly 
grace enlightens* There you may see, per- 
haps, the proud unyielding mind strong in 
itself, despising and detesting its affliction — 
yet causing that affliction to feed the never- 
dying flame of vain ambition, by making it the 
spring and source of efforts, which the world 
shall gaze at, and admire. This you may see 
— but nothing more — alas! you would not 
wish to see — ^your heart would bleed to see 
that wretched, hard, relentless spirit, in its 
silent, solitary, secret hours — when no vain 
world is near — no sycophant — no parasite — 
but all is still — all but the voice of conscience 
— ^ but the restless spirit faintly murmuring 
— *' should that neglected Bible speak the 
words of truth ! — ^O ! should it be indeed the 
voice of God !*' 

Poor, miserable being, where is your tri- 
umph! — where your dignity! — ^where your 
support when such a thought as this arises ? 

Leave then, these false, unreal champions 
in the cause of moral strength, and seek the 
abode of him who bows beneath the rod. 
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because he recognizes who it is that has ap- 
pointed it; 

Yet though the storm has bent him even to 
the ground, it has not made him abject. He 
yields-*-but it is to a heavenly arm of strength 
— to him who '^ rides forth conquering and to 
conquer." To that sublime and glorious victor, 
he alone pours forth the weakness of his soul 
— to Him whoy in the midst of judgment* 
thinks of Inercy, he lifts his suppliant voice. — 
To Him who marks his every groan, his every 
tear, he carries all his human weakness — all 
his kuman sins — for he is human — ^he is sinful 
— his case is manifest — ^he cannot hide it — ^he 
cannot mock himself or God, by rhapsodies of 
virtue and of dignity. His most sublime idea 
is an atoning Saviour; bis most enlarged and 
noble thought, a pardoning God. for that dear 
Saviour's sake. 

Thus broken-hearted, and penitent, and 
humbled, in his most sweet communion with 
his heavenly Master^ his intercourse with those 
around him# vwst partake its character. It 
musf betoken by some gracious influence — 
some pure and holy manifestation — ^that he 
** has been wkb Jesus.'^ 
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It does indeed I It tells that he has been 
with Him, who called the weary and the heavy 
laden to his tender arms ; and from his Savi- 
our's fulness has received the bread of life, and 
drank of those translucent streams, which, 
those who taste, shall never thirst again. 

It marks him by innumerable tokens, as a 
holy, sanctified, and altered man. Patient in 
tribulation — continuing instant in prayer — en- 
during hardness — ^mortifying the fleilh — cruci- 
fying his corruptions — and ever looking unto 
Jesus as the *^ author and finisher of his faith" 
— are signs of a regenerated nature too obvious^ 
to be mistaken. 

But the sublime and crowning test, that 
suffering has accomplished its intended work, 
is in the meek and calm though solemn resig- 
nation with^ which it suggests the hour of 
death. As a means to an end — it is the most 
complete — the most beautiful that ima^nation 
can form ; means which bespeak it at once to 
come from the hand of a good Providence, 
who draws his children from the vsunest of 
their vanities an undue attachment to this 
fading life, by measures which do not compel 
so much as incline them to seek the path 
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which conducts to one of never-ending joy — 
thus sweetly exemplifying- his own most gra- 
cious promise — ^' I will draw them with the 
cords of love."' 

Thus drawn by heavenly tenderness, the 
awakened soul finds often its chief cause for 
gratitude in its most heavy chastisements. It 
goes from ^* strength to strength'' with increas- 
ing light at • every step. • It experimentally 
knows, t^at, before the power of the Lord, 
every valley shall be exalted, and every moun- 
tain laid low. The mountains of difficulty, at 
which the sufferer felt dismayed, are levelled at 
the. feet of faith; at her command they are 
removed, and cast into the depths of the sea ; 
and when successively destroyed, but one ap- 
palling object yet remains — one gloomy pass 
— one fearful solitude — the valley of the sha- 
dow of death — ^his heart perhaps a moment 
may recoil and shrink — ^and shudder at the 
sight — ^but he renews his confidence with many 
a fond remembrance of the past. '^ O with 
what confidence," says Flavel, in his invaluable 
work< upon " the mystery of Providence," 
'^ may a Christian throw himself into the arms 

M 
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of that God, with whom he has so long con- 
versed and walked in this world ; whose visits 
have been sweet and frequent, with whom the 
soul has contracted so intimate acquaintance ; 
to whom he has committed all his affairs, and 
still found him a faithful God, and now has no 
reason to doubt but that he shall find him so 
in his last distress and exigence also !" Thus 
indeed, does the Christian comfort himself. 
He thinks how faithful every promise has been 
found — how truly every supplication answered. 
Then boldly does he gird himself, and make 
ready for his pilgrimage through the dark land 
before him^— boldly he does it — not because he 
is strong^ but because he is weak — so weak 
that he incessantly requires to dwell upon the 
sweet assurance *' my grace is sufficient for 
thee !" 

It is sufficient. His own righteousness — 
his own wisdom — his own strength — his own 
resources — he absolutely discards. Renounc- 
ing every other stay, and casting himself sim- 
ply — singly — entirely on his Saviour — "he 
goes through the wilderness lekning on his 
beloved" — fainting perhaps, but never fearing 
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— trembling, but not terrified. " The Lord is 
my shepherd — I shall not want" — is the pre- 
cious promise that sustains his confidence. 
Contentedly he follows where his heavenly 
guardian leads the way ; assured that he will 
make him at last '' to lie down in green pas- 
tures, and will lead him beside the still waters 
of everlasting life." 



riNis. 



Printed by R. Gilbert, St John's-square, London. 



i 



